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My dear parishioners of
St John’s & St Mary
Magdalene’s

We spend the first part
of our lives trying to fig-
ure out exactly who we
are. We gaze into mir-
rors and carefully cre-
ate the face we want the
world to see. Teenagers
when they think they are
alone, practice who they
want to be. They smile,
they frown, they spend
hours on their hair and
perfect a look for when
they become superstars.

After all, when you’re
14, image is everything.
The Roman emperors
would have agreed.

Peace  Everywhere!
Judaea Captured! The
Age of Piety!

Like miniature pub-
licity packets travelling
through the Empire,
each Roman coin told a

story.

But even more than
that, they sold an image.
The Roman Emperor
looked into his mirror
and wanted to see a re-
flection of power, stabil-
ity and prosperity. Who
is this? Why, it’s Tibe-

rius Caesar, the Divine,
the Wonderful, the Pius,
The Author of Prosper-
ity for the whole world!

And I want you to
remember what I look
like. For an Emperor,
image was everything.

We usually spend the
second half of our lives
avoiding mirrors and
trying very hard to for-
get what we look like.
Perhaps, catching an
unexpected glimpse of
a dumpy matron in a
store window who looks
exactly like your own
grandmother, and real-
ising that it is your own
reflection can be one of
the defining moments of
middle age. Sometimes,
it’s just safer to look
away.

Image is something...

Surprisingly enough,
Jesus is trying to tell
the Pharisees, that very
same thing. Image is
important. The prophet
Isaiah reminds us that
we are created in the im-
age of One who chooses
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us in love and calls us by
name. We are created in
the image of One who
anoints us and gives us
a title. We are created in
the image of One who
unbars all the gates,
opens all the doors, and
grasps us by the hand.

We are created in the
image of One who is
always with us, and we
are deceived if we can
look in a mirror, and see
only our own face star-
ing back.

For Jesus, the ques-
tion isn’t What do I look
like?or how much do I
owe? Rather, Jesus chal-
lenges us to ask, Whose
image do I reflect and
who am I called to be?
Jesus is saying,

Remember who you
are made to look like.
Image can be every-
thing.

Canon Mulholland
@StJohnRCPerth

First Holy
Communion
and Confirmation

First Holy Communion for our children will be
celebrated on Saturday 31st October. Pupils at our
parish school will already have received informa-
tion about the day. Please speak to Canon Mulhol-
land to ensure your child has been registered for
that day if they do not attend St John’s Academy
(Primary).

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be conferred
by the Bishop on Wednesday 11th November at
7pm. Pupils at our parish school will already have
received information about the day. Can all other
prospective candidates ensure they are registered
for that day by contacting

www.dunkelddiocese.org.uk



NIEDZIELNA REFLEKSJA NAD SLOWEM BOZYM

Kto pyta,
czasem
btadzi

Lekcja z Izajasza
méwi o  Cyrusie,
ktérego Bog wybrat
na przywddce Persow,
aby uwolni¢ Izrael z
niewoli. Boég jest Pa-
nem pandw, cezarow
i Cyruséw, wodzow i
krélow. Jesli wiec do
Boga naleza wszyscy
wladcy, to wszystko, co
jest ich wlasnoscia, jest
ostatecznie Jego. Pyt-
anie faryzeuszéw bylo
wiec niebezpieczne
dla nich samych, gdyz
oni byli propagatorami
nauki o Bogu, ktory jest
wlascicielem  catego
$wiata. Inaczej méwiac,
zadajac takie pytanie,
objawiali  si¢  jako
przeciwnicy wilasnych
pogladow. Gorliwemu
Zydowi nie wypadato
pyta¢ o podatek dla
cezara. Zawsze w tym
fragmencie  frapowat
mnie obraz i napis na
denarze.

Czy Jezusowi
chodzito tylko o zwykte
unaocznienie? W zw-
yczaju rabinow bylo
naucza¢ ucznidw pop-
rzez alegorie, metafory,
zagadki 1 wyciaganie
glebokich prawd z
pozornie prostych
wydarzen czy znakow.
Jeden =z najbardziej
cenionych  filozofow
zydowskich Mosze
Majmonides,  zyjacy
na przetomie XII 1
XIII  wieku, napisat
na samym poczatku
swego ,,Przewodnika
btadzacych”, by uc-
znidow wprowadzaé¢ w
tajemnice Tory przez
skromne pordéwnania.
HJesli - jaki§ cztowiek
zgubi w domu sele albo
perle, moze ja znalez¢,
zapalajac §wiece wartg
jedynie jednego is-

sara” (sela jest monetg
o duzej warto$ci, issar
najmniejszej). Ukryte
znaczenie — drogocen-
na tajemnica prawdy
jest w tym pordwna-
niu  kosztowng pertg
lub cenng selg, nato-
miast issar to skromne
stowa lub rzeczy,
ktorymi posluguje sie
medrzec. Czy w wy-
padku rozmowy Jezusa
nie zaszla analogiczna
sytuacja?

Jaka wukrytg aluzje
ukrywatl w sobie oOw
napis i obraz? Obraz
w jezyku greckim to
eikon, od tego stowa
pochodzi stowo ,,iko-
na”. Swego czasu w ce-
sarstwie bizantyjskim
wybucht  ikonoklazm
— bunt teologiczny ski-
erowany przeciw pisan-
iu ikon. Biblia bowi-
em bardzo wyraznie
moéwi, aby nie czynic
podobizn i obrazéw
stworzen, a juz nade
wszystko Boga. Zd-
rowa reakcja teologic-
zna wskazywata jed-
nak na fakt wcielenia
Jezusa Chrystusa. Jesli
Bog stal si¢ widzialny
poprzez wcielenie, to
dlaczego nie mozna Go
przedstawiac?

Przeciez  niewidzi-
alny stat si¢ widzialny
w ludzkim ciele. Jest
to argument aktualny
do dzi§ w dyskusji
ze wszystkimi  gor-
liwymi jehowitami i
jeszcze innymi zZwo-
lennikami  kultu an-
tyikonicznego.  Jezus
zawstydzil faryzeuszy,
poniewaz zaden z nich
nie powinien pytaé
o jakikolwiek obraz,
tym bardziej o obraz
cezara, ktory domagat
si¢ czci boskiej. Fa-
ryzeusz co najwyzej
powinien pyta¢ o Boga,
jesli ma by¢ konsek-
wentny wobec swych
przekonan. Pozostaje
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jeszcze ukryta aluzja.
Faryzeusze i herodianie
pytali o podatek, nato-
miast Jezus za pomocg

denara przypomniat
pierwsze przyka-
zanie: nie bedziesz

czynil obrazu Boga!
Faryzeusze pytajac o
podatek dla cezara,
wchodzili w konflikt z
wlasnym  sumieniem,
ktore  zobowigzywato
ich do troski tylko
0 to, co nalezy si¢
Bogu. Podstepne py-
tania stawiane innym,
najczesciej chwytajg w
niedogodnag putapke ich
autorow.

Fr Bogdan

Spowiedz i
sze Sw.

Zapraszamy do
udzialu  w  polskich
Mszach $w. o godz.
1:00pm 1 5:00pm. Oka-
zja do spowiedzi przed
kazda Msza s$w. od
godz. 12:15pm, oraz o
godz. 4:30 pm. Korzys-
tajmy z Sakramentu Po-
kuty by mozna bylo w
petni uczestniczyé we
Mszy §w.

Uwagal!!
Dodatkowa
Polska Msza
SW.

Ze  wzgledu na
wprowadzone rest-
rykcje  Coronavirusa
i liczny udziat w pol-
skiej Mszy niedziel-
nej wprowadzam
dodatkowg Msze $w.
o godz. 5:00pm. Msza
$w. 0 godz. 1:00pm po-
zostanie naszg glownag
Msza $w. natomiast o
godz. 5:00pm bedzie
tylko na czas kiedy
nie bedziemy mogli

wpusci¢ wigcej niz 50
0sob. Innymi slowy
bedzie tylko na czas
obostrzen zwigzanych
z COVID-19. W tej
rzeczywistosci  prosze
0 przestrzeganie
rejestracji na stronie
naszej parafii albo tel-
efonicznie, bo tylko
osoby zarejestrow-
ane beda mialy prawo
wejscia  do  kosciola.
Rodziny wielodzietne,
zeby nie blokowaé mie-
jsc wpisuja tylko jedno
dziecko, podobnie rodz-
iny z jednym lub dwo-
jgiem dzieci. Bardzo
prosz¢ o przestrzegan-
ie rejestracji w celu
uniknig¢cia niepotrzeb-
nych rozczarowan przy
wejsciu. Zachgcam
rowniez te rodziny
dla ktorych jezyk an-
gielski nie jest bariera
do modlitwy, do ucz-
estnictwa w Mszach
angielskojezycznych
szczegblnie w sobote
o godz. 4:00pm, czy
w niedziele o godz.
9:00am i1 wieczorem o
godz. 6:30pm. Goraco
zapraszam do udzialu
w  kazdej niedzielnej
Eucharystii, aby nasze
zycie duchowe moglo
si¢ dalej rozwija¢ a
nasze relacje z Pa-
nem Bogiem jeszcze
bardziej zacies$niac.
Szczesé Boze!

Fr Bogdan

Adoracja
Na&éwietszego
Sakramentu

Zapraszamy do
udzialu w  adoracji
Naj$wietszego  Sakra-

mentu w kazdy wtorek
od godz. 6 —7pm. Po
zakonczonej  adoracji
Msza $w. o godz. 7pm
po angielsku. Podczas
adoracji Najswictszego
Sakramentu jest
tez mozliwosé
przystapienia do Sakra-

mentu spowiedzi od
godz. 6 — 6:50pm. Do-
datkowo Sakrament
spowiedzi po polsku
jest jeszcze w kazda
niedziel¢ od  godz.
12:15pm.

Pazdziernik
- Miesiac
Rozancowy

Miesigc Pazdziernik,

ktory obecnie
przezywamy to miesiac
poswigcony Maryi

— Krolowej Roézanca
swigtego. Dlatego tez
zapraszam do udzialu
w nabozenstwach
r6zancowych, ktore
odprawiamy w kazda
niedzielg pazdziernika
o godz. 12:30pm (pot
godziny przed Msza
SW.).

Starajmy si¢
odmawia¢ rézaniec jak
najczegsciej, a szczegol-
nie w tym miesigcu
Maryjnym.  Badzmy
tez $wiadomi tego, ze
naszym obowigzkiem
jest uczy¢ dzieci jak si¢
odmawia rozaniec. Jesli
rodzice odmawiajg t¢
modlitwe to 1 dzieci ja
znaja. Dlatego dotézmy
wszelkich staran by
ta pigkna modlitwa
polecana przez Maryje
we  wszystkich  Jej
najwigkszych objawie-
niach jak: Lourdes,
Fatima, La Salette,
Medugorje  modlitwa
tak bardzo mita Matce
Bozej nie byla zanied-
bywana lub zapomi-
nana.

Nawet jedna
,.dziesiatka” (Ojcze
nasz i 10 razy Zdrowas
Maryjo)  odmowiona
w ramach wieczornej
modlitwy czy wspolnie
z najblizszymi przynie-
sie Maryi chwalg, a nam
wyprosi wiele Bozych
fask, ktorych nam
tak bardzo potrzeba
kazdego dnia. Krolowo
Rozanca Swictego —
madl si¢ za nami!



What about the Church’s teaching on Purgatory?

On Sept. 17, 2002, our late beloved Pope St. John Paul Il stressed the need to pray for the Souls in
Purgatory. He said, "The first and highest form of charity for brothers is the ardent desire for their eter-
nal salvation ... Christian love knows no boundaries and goes beyond the limits of space and time, ena-
bling us to love those who have already left this earth.” Therefore, not only the belief in purgatory but
also the spiritual duty to pray for the souls there remains part of our Catholic faith.

Contrary to what some may erroneously believe, Vatican IlI's "Dogmatic Constitution on the Church"
asserted, "This sacred council accepts loyally the venerable faith of our ancestors in the living commun-
ion which exists between us and our brothers who are in the glory of Heaven or who are yet being puri-
fied after their death; and it proposes again the decrees of the Second Council of Nicaea, of the Council
of Florence, and of the Council of Trent" (No. 51).

The key is to see the beauty behind the doctrine of purgatory. We believe that God gave us a free will so
that we could choose between right and wrong, good and evil. Our free will allows us to make the one
fundamental choice to love God. An act of the free will also entails responsibility. When we choose not to
love God and thereby sin, we are responsible for that sin. God in His justice holds us accountable for such
sins, but in His love and mercy desires us to be reconciled to Himself and our neighbour. During our life on
this earth, if we really love God, we examine our consciences, admit our sins, express contrition for them,
confess them, and receive absolution for them in the sacrament of penance. We perform penances and
other sacrifices to heal the hurt caused by sin. In so doing, we are continually saying "yes" to the Lord. In a
sense our soul is like a lens when we sin, we cloud the lens; it gets dirty, and we lose the focus of God in
our lives. Through confession and penance, God cleanses the "lens" of our soul. When we die, if we leave
this life fundamentally loving God, dying in His grace and friendship, and free of mortal sin, we will have
eternal salvation and attain the beatific vision we will see God for who He is. If we die with venial sins or
without having done sufficient penance for our sins, God in His love, mercy and justice will purify our
souls, "cleanse the lens" so to speak. After such purification, the soul will then be united with God in
heaven and enjoy the beatific vision.

As we ponder the beautiful understanding of purgatory, we must never forget the importance of praying
for and having Masses offered for the repose of the souls of our loved ones. Pope Leo Xlll in his encyclical
Mirae caritatis (1902) beautifully elaborated this point and emphasized the connection between the
communion of saints with the Mass: "The grace of mutual love among the living, strengthened and
increased by the Sacrament of the Eucharist, flows, especially by virtue of the Sacrifice [of the Mass], to
all who belong to the communion of saints. For the communion of saints is simply ... the mutual sharing
of help, atonement, prayers, and benefits among the faithful, those already in the heavenly fatherland,
those consigned to the purifying fire, and those still making their pilgrim way here on earth. These all
form one city, whose head is Christ, and whose vital principle is love. Faith teaches that although the
august Sacrifice can be offered to God alone, it can nevertheless be celebrated in honour of the saints
now reigning in Heaven with God, who has crowned them, to obtain their intercession for us, and also,
according to apostolic tradition, to wash away the stains of those brethren who died in the Lord but
without yet being wholly purified." Likewise, the Catechism asserts, "From the beginning the Church has
honoured the memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic
Sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God" (No. 1032). Therefore, when
we face the death of someone, even a person who is not Catholic, to have a Mass offered for the repose
of his soul and to offer our prayers are more beneficial and comforting than any other sympathy card or
bouquet of flowers. Most importantly, we should always remember our own dearly departed loved ones
in the Holy Mass and through our own prayers and sacrifices to help in their gaining eternal rest. Since we
are approaching the feast of All Souls (Nov. 2), now is a good time to remember our deceased loved ones
having Masses offered for their repose. - Fr. William Saunders
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Papal
award

Congratulations  to
Mr Edwin Carlon of St
Mary Magdalene’s who
was awarded the Ben-
emerenti Medal for his
sterling services in St
Mary Magdalene’s.

The Benemeren-
ti Medal is a medal
awarded by the Pope to
members of the clergy
and laity for service to
the Catholic Church.
Well done.

Y

Prayers

In your charity,
please pray for the
repose of the souls
of those who have

died recently and
for all whose an-

niversaries occur
about this time.

RECENTLY
DEAD
Seamus Gallagher
Angela Moran

ANNIVERSARIES
Johnny Scott
James Muldownie
Charlie and Betty
Muldownie

Fidelium animae,

per misericordiam

Dei, requiescant in
pace. Amen.

For today’s liturgy

Responsorial Psalm
Give the Lord glory and power.

Gospel Acclamation
Your word is truth, O Lord,
consecrate us in the truth.

HOLY MASSES
THIS WEEK

Monday 19th October
No public Mass

Tuesday20th October
Mass at 10am & 7pm
Confessions from 6pm-6.30pm

Wednesday 21st October
Mass at 10am

Thursday 22nd October
St John Paul II
Mass at 10am

Thursday 22nd October
St Mary Magdalene’s will be open for
private prayer between 1pm-3pm

Friday 23rd October
Mass at 10am

,Saturday 24th October
No public Mass in the morning

30th Sunday of Year A
Saturday 24th October
4pm - Anticipated Sunday Mass

Sunday 25th October
9am/11am/1pm/5pm & 6.30pm

Reservations for Sunday Masses
can be made here -

www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

or a weekday Masses - by adding your
name to the list at the back of the church

ONLINE RESERVATIONS CLOSE
AT 4pm ON FRIDAYS

PLEASE BOOK EARLY - SUNDAY
11am and 1pm MASSES ARE OFTEN
FULL BY WEDNESDAY

HOLY
MASS

Reservations can be made here -
www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST'S
RC CHURCH: PERTH

Track & Trace

We must record the names and contact details
of all attendees to pass on to the NHS in the
event of an outbreak in a parish. It would make
sense and help us if you came with this already
prepared on a piece of paper that you could drop
into a box. It would facilitate quick access into
the Church. The information will be only used
to contact you should there be someone in the
congregation at the same Mass who developed
symptoms of the virus.

- NOVEMBER-
Month of the Holy Souls

Envelopes and forms are available at the
back of church if you wish your deceased
family & friends to be remembered in our
Masses. Please complete a form and place it
in the envelope along with your donation.

Mass is said daily (except when there is a
funeral) for all named on the lists. Envelopes
ARE opened and stipends removed. Lists are
then placed before the Altar.

The names of these departed Souls will be
remembered at all the extra November Req-
uiem Masses during November. Since the
dead can no longer pray for themselves, it is
important that we, their relatives, friends and
benefactors, assist their passage through Pur-
gatory by prayer, offering the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass, and Mass Intentions, for them.

We will value the same acts of spiritual
charity when our own time comes. In addi-
tion to All Souls’ Day, do plan to come to at
least one other Requiem Mass during this
month of the Holy Souls.




———

LY SOULS

“It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed from sins.”
2 Maccabees 12:46

St John the Baptist Catholic Church-Perth

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered throughout the month of November for

all our beloved dead, family & friends, especially:

The Catechism asserts, “From the beginning the Church has honoured the memory of the dead and offered prayers in
suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic Sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God”.

Please put your November List, along with your Mass offering, into an envelope and return it.




