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My dear sisters
and brothers
in Christ

In London, on White-
hall, not far from 10
Downing Street, is the
massive monument set
up to remember Britain’s
fallen soldiers. At first
glance, it’s not much to
write home about. It’s
big and rectangular and
granite.

And that seems about
it.

However, if you dare
to look a little closer,
you're in for a little
treat. The four vertical
corners reach out of the
earth and point high to
the sky. The untrained
eye will see only a sim-
ple rectangle. But that is
not so. The four sides are
angled ever so slightly
and with such great pre-
cision, that if you were
to follow the four sides
straight up their vertical

lines would meet at ex-
actly one mile in the sky
over London.

The slight bend is
hardly noticeable, but it
is there, and to great ef-
fect.

Sometimes the same
thing happens with hu-
man ideas. They start
out looking good. They
seem straight enough.
But if you follow them
for long, they aren’t
straight at all.

In her new book
Heaven: Our Enduring
Fascination with the
Afterlife (2010), Lisa
Miller, the religion edi-
tor for Newsweek maga-
zine, explores human-
ity’s universal longing
for life after death. Not
every religion describes
heaven in the same way,
of course. The End of
human history and the
entire cosmos is a sci-
entific  certitude. 1It’s
also central to almost
every Christian confes-

For today’s liturgy

Responsorial Psalm

The Lord comes to rule
the peoples with fairness.

Gospel Acclamation

Stay awake, praying at all times
for the strength to stand with confidence
before the Son of Man.
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sion. Every week you
are invited to “proclaim
the mystery of faith,”
to which we respond,
“Christ has died. Christ
has risen. Christ will
come again.”

If you're a male in
Liberia, your life expec-
tancy at birth is 39 years.
If you’re lucky enough
to be born a woman in
Japan,  demographers
estimate that you’ll live
more than twice that
long, about 84.7 years.
But no matter who you
are or where you're
born, mortality rates are
100%. People like to
quote the famous athe-
ist Bertrand Russell who
once said, “I believe that
when I die, I will rot.”
But as Miller shows in
her book, almost every
people and culture of
every time and place has
believed some version
of an afterlife.

The End of the earth is
a done deal; it will just
take a while. Solar phys-
icists say that in about
5 billion years the sun
will expand into a red
giant 10,000,000 times
its present volume, at
which time it will in-
cinerate and eventually
swallow the Earth. If the
sun is about 4.6 billion
years old, as many sci-
entists estimate, we’re
already about halfway to
the End of the earth.

“It is as sure as can
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be,” writes the particle
physicist and Anglican
priest John Polking-
horne, “that humanity,
and all forms of carbon-
based life, will prove a
transient episode in the
history of the cosmos.”

So, we all face inevi-
table “Ends” — person-
al, global and cosmic.
But then what? What
comes after the End?

No one knows, or
even can know. If we
except the testimonials
of people who experi-
enced death and the af-
terlife only to return to
earthly life, any position
you take constitutes an
act of faith. In his review
of The God Delusion by
the Oxford atheist Rich-
ard Dawkins, Jim Holt
thus observes that “short
of a miraculous occur-
rence, the only thing
that might resolve the
matter is an experience
beyond the grave —
what theologians used to
call, rather pompously,
‘eschatological verifica-
tion.” If the after-death
options are either a
beatific vision (God) or
oblivion (no God), then
it is poignant to think
that believers will never
discover that they are
wrong, whereas Dawk-
ins and fellow atheists
will never discover that
they are right” (New
York Times, October 22,
2006).

Teas after the
11am Mass
on Sunday

and 10am Mass

on Tuesdays

Christians propose an
alternative.  Christian
“eschatology” (from
the Greek eschaton, last
things) believes that hu-
manity’s Earthly End is
not the Ultimate End.
The God who created
the world will consum-
mate its redemption.
What began in the Gar-
den of Eden will end in
the City of Jerusalem.

Each week we con-
fess that that Jesus shall
“come again in glory to
judge the living and the
dead.” Similarly, in the
Lord’s Prayer we prayed
that God’s kingdom
would come “on earth as
itis in heaven.”

This hope for an Ulti-
mate Cosmic Correction
is not only a Christian
hope. I think it’s an in-
nately human hope root-
ed in our sense of and
longing for a Future and
Final justice.

(Cont. on page 3)

Prayers

In your charity, please
pray for the repose of the
souls of those who have
died recently and for all
whose anniversaries occur
about this time.
Recently dead:
Clair Duncan and Louis
Savy.
Anniversaries:
Tommy Duncam.
Fidelium animae per
misericordiam Dei req-
uiescant in pace. Amen.
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NIEDZIELNA REFLEKSJA NAD SLOWEM BOZYM ...

Swiat jako

Swiatynia jerozo-
limska bytla domem
Boga, miejscem spotka-
nia  Wszechmogacego
ze swoim ludem. Ale
byta tez mikrokos-
mosem, miniaturg
wszechsSwiata,
ktéry  przeciez  jest
wypetniony obecnoscig
Boga, tajemniczg
chwata, czyli zamiesz-
kiwaniem Ducha
Bozego. WszechSwiat
jest Swiatynig, do ktdrej
zamieszkiwania ~ Bég
zaprosit tez cztowieka.
Zeby sobie to
uswiadomié, cztowiek
potrzebowal  projektu,
miniatury, jaka byta
wlasnie ta budowla.
Pierwsi  chrzeScijanie
byli postawieni wobec
nowej koncepcji, wobec
nowego stworzenia
zapoczatkowanego
przez dzielo zbawcze
Jezusa Chrystusa. Jezus
nie stworzyl nowego
kosmosu, lecz sam
stat sie Swiatem dla
swych uczniéw, sam
stal si¢ Swiatynig, sam
potozyt siebie jako fun-
dament nowej wiezi
z czlowiekiem. Taka
koncepcje widzimy w
Jego stowach, gdy méwi
o kamieniu odrzuco-

nym przez budujacych,
albo o Swigtyni swego
ciala, zaraz po oczyszc-
zeniu Swiatyni z han-
dlarzy. Swiety Piotr
w  Pierwszym LiScie
wraca do tej wizji Je-

plac budowy

zusa 1 rozszerza ja,
okreslajac Koscidt jako
Dom Duchowy, gmach
zbudowany z  dusz
wiernych Jezusowi. My
wszyscy jesteSmy kami-
eniami duchowymi,
uktadajacymi si¢ warst-
wami pokolefi na funda-
mencie apostoléw, gdzie
kamieniem wegielnym,
czyli tym, ktéry
rozpoczat budowe, jest
Chrystus. Niekiedy
méwimy tak zupelnie
potocznie,ze jesteSmy
zbudowaniczyims
przyktadem.
Pierwszym, ktéry
nas buduje duchowo,
jest odrzucony przez
budujacych Jezus
Chrystus.  Odrzucony
przez budujacych,
ale drogocen-ny w
oczach Wszechmo-
gacego Ojca. Potom-
kowie Abrahama
odrzucili ~ wprawdzie
Jezusa ze swych pro-
jektow kontynuow-
ania tego, co zaczat
budowaé Mojzesz,
ale to  odrzucenie
stalo si¢ poczatkiem
nowego zamieszki-
wania Boga poSrod
nas. Moment odrzuce-
nia Jezusa stat si¢ mo-
mentem przefomowym,
poczatkiem ruiny starej
Swigtyni i poczatkiem
wznoszenia Si¢ nowej,

czyli KoSciota. His-
toria potwierdzita to
rozproszeniem sie

narodu wybranego. Iz-

rael zyt przez prawie
dwa tysigce lat w di-
asporach i gettach, ale
przez te dwa tysigce lat
nastgpowata  budowa
KoSciofa. Pierwsze
wieki to meczefnstwo,
ukrzyzowania,
pozeranie przez dzikie
zwierzgta,  pogromy,
lochy i uwigzienia. To
byt nasz, chrzescijafski
holocaust. W catym
tym zamieszaniu his-
torii, ktére przypomina
plac budowy, musimy
znalez¢ swoje  mie-
jsce, bo kazdy z nas
jest innym kamieniem.
Musimy si¢ dopasowac,
scementowac, znalezé
swoja Sciang, sSwoja
wspolnote, swdj chary-
zmat. Tych, na ktérych
sie wesprzemy, i tych,
ktérym damy wspar-
cie, jak cegly, ktére
ktada si¢ warstwami i
sq zar6éwno oparciem,
jak i same szukaja opar-
cia. Jest to czas pracy
duchowej i pewnej
czujnosci, jak podpowi-
ada czytanie z Listu do
Tesaloniczan. Czujno$¢é
jest konieczna, by nie
pomyli¢ budowli i nie
sta¢c  si¢ elementem
jakiej§ atrapy sekciar-
skiej czy okultystyc-
znej. Kosciot jest jeden.
JeSli kamiefi wegielny
byt odrzucony i pierw-
si uczniowie roéwniez,

to nie dziwmy sig,
jesli bedac przeznac-
zonymi do tworze-
nia nowej budowli,
jesteSmy w jakikolwiek
sposéb odtracani.

Fr Bogdan

Spowiedz i

Msza $w.

W kazda niedzielg istnieje
mozliwos¢  skorzystania z
Sakramentu  Spowiedzi od
godz. 4:15pm. Zapraszamy
do regularnej spowiedzi i
do pefnego uczestnictwa we

| Mszy sw. Msza §w. w kazda

niedzielg 0 godz. Spm

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

Liturgia dziecieca

Zapraszam wszystkie dzie-
ci na ich Msze $w. potaczone
z liturgia dla dzieci w kazda
pierwsza niedzielg miesigca.
Najblizsza Msza $w. dla dzieci
bedzie 1 grudnia 2019 r. o
godz. Spm.

Rdzaniec za
Zmartych

W dalszym ciggu kontynu-
ujemy odmawianie Rozanca
pot godziny przed Mszg $w.
tj. 0 godz. 4:30pm w intencji
wszystkich naszych drogich
zmartych poleconych na kart-
ach  wypominkowych. Ser-
decznie zapraszam do udziatu
w tej modlitwie. Pomozmy
naszym zmartym w Czy$écu
cierpigeym by i nam kiedys
kto$ mogt pomac.

Zapisy do

»Lywego Rozanca”
W dalszym ciggu organi-
zujemy zapisy do Kotka
Zywego Roézanca do dru-
giej juz Rozy Rozancowe.
Wszystkich chetnych,
ktorzy chcieliby odmawiac
te Maryjng modlitwe lub
odmawiaja jg juz prywatnie,
zapraszam do zapisywanie
sic na listg umieszczong
na polskiej gazetce w tyle
kosciota.  Kazdy cztonek
Zywego Rozanca (kobieta lub
mezczyzna) na mocy Statutow
zobowigzuje si¢ odmawiaé
codzienne 1  dziesiatke
rézanca (Ojcze nasz, 10 razy
Zdrowas Maryjo i Chwata
Ojcu...) w intencjach poleco-
nych na dany miesigc i w tym
miesigcu odmawia tylko tg
jedng tajemnice rozancowa
przez co wspdlnie tworzymy
caly rozaniec z jego piecioma
tajemnicami, a przy liczbie
20 osob pelny rozaniec z jego
4 czg$ciami. Zatem bardzo
zachecam do  zapisywania
siec bysSmy mogli modlac si¢
wspolnie, a jednoczesnie
kazdy w swoim miejscu gdzie
zyje, wypraszac przez wstawi-
ennictwo Matki  Krélowej
Rozanca $wigtego potrzebne
faski dla nas wszystkich. Dla
naszych rodzin, dla nasze]
Parafii, i catego Kosciota.

Spotkanie
Pierwszej ,Rozy
Rézancowej”
Wszystkich cztonkow/
cztonkinie pierwszej Rozy
Rozancowej, ktora jest juz
kompletna zapraszam na spot-
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kanie w $rodg 27 listopada
2019 r. do holu parafialnego
0 godz. 7pm. Poniewaz jest
to pierwsze organizacyjne i
jednoczesnie  inaugurujace
spotkanie prosz¢ by nikogo
nie zabrakto.

Sakrament

Bierzmowania

W $rode 20 listopada
2019 1. w naszej parafii J.E.
Ks. Biskup Stephen Robson
udzieli ~Sakramentu Bier-
zmowania mlodziezy z naszej
parafialnej szkoly im. $w.
Jana Chrzeiciela, oraz 23-
em osobom z naszej polskiej
wspolnoty z Perth i Dundee.
Cala grupe polecamy Waszym
modlitwom i prosimy dla nich
od Dary Ducha $w. by umocnit
ich wiarg w ich dorostym
chrzescijanskim zyciu.

Msza ,,Roratnia”

w Adwencie

Zapraszam na polskg Msze
$w. ,,Roratnig” w kazda $rodg
zblizajacego si¢ Adwentu. W
sposdb szczegolny zapraszam
wszystkie dzieci, a Rodzicow
dzieci prosz¢ o zakupienie lub
zrobienie lampionu adwen-
towego dla kazdego dziecka,
ktory bedzie nam shizyt w
czasie celebracji Mszy Rorat-
nich. Do udziatu zobowigzane
sa wszystkie dzieci z grupy
pierwszo-komunijnej. Msze
$w. Roratnie beda: 4, 111 18
grudnia o godz. 7pm.

Obchody Swieta
Niepodlegtosci

Sobota, 23 listopada 2019
godz. 1lam, Uroczysto$¢
odstoniecia 1 po$wiecenia
pomnika gen. Bryg. Mikotaja
Ignacego Ositkowskiego,
Hayfield Cemetery, Kirkcaldy.

Niedziela, 24 listopada
2019, godz.10:15am, Msza
$w. za Ojczyzng, celebrans —
J.E. ks. Bp Krzysztof Zadarko,
Katedra $w. Marii, Broughton
Street, Edynburg.

Niedziela, 24 listopada
2019, godz. 7pm, Koncert
Orkiestry Kameralnej Polskie-
go Radia ,Amadeus”, Katedra
$w. Marii, Palmerston Place,
Edynburg.



Collections

Last Sunday’s collec-
tion - £1362.09. Thank
you for your generosity.

Union of
Catholic®

Mothers T 4

Tuesday 19th, Bingo
Tea in aid of Lourdes
Pilgrim. Tickets £1 to in-
clude refreshments - eyes
down 7.30pm. All wel-
come to come along for
a fun night. Any donation
of prizes will be greatly
appreciated.

Sacrament of
Confirmation

Please pray for our
Candidates who will be
presented to His Lord-
ship Bishop Robson at
the Confirmation Mass
on Wednesday 20th No-
vember at 7pm.

Children’s Liturgy

Children’s Liturgy
takes place at our 9am on
Sundays.

Lunch club

Lunch Club continues
on Mondays from 12-
Ipm. Soup and a roll -
with tea or coffee - £2.50
- all welcome.

Holy Hour

On Tuesdays, there
will be Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament from
6-7pm, during which
there will be an oppor-
tunity for Confessions.
Mass will follow at 7pm.

Watchnight

Service

This year’s BBC
Watchnight Service, to be
broadcast on Christmas
Eve, is called ‘Christmas
Celebration’.

The recording will take
place on Saturday 23rd
November from 7pm -
10pm in St John’s Kirk,
St John’s Place, Perth. As
in previous years this is a
free of charge - ticketed
event.

A sign-up sheet is
available at the back of
the church.

Italian

Association

Friday 22nd November
- an outing to Pitlochry
Festival Theatre for the
production of A Christ-
mas Carol. A bus will
leave St John’s at 3pm -
stopping for High Tea at
Bankfoot.

Saturday 30th November
Monthly meets - begins
withe Holy Mass in Ital-
ian at 1pm in St John’s
Church.

Tuesday 10th December
- dinner dance to be held
in McDiarmid Park -
£30. 6.30pm for 7pm.

Italian Classes for
learners of all stages at
4.15pm in the Small Hall
on Saturdays.

Youth Retreat

Please visit www.
dunkeldyouth.org.uk for
details of the coming
Advent Retreat for 14-19
year olds.

St John’s RC Academy is proud to
support Catholic Education Week

We are a 2-18 all-through school serving the
Catholic community within Perth and Kinross.

T v
()

We ‘Seek the Good’ in ourselves
and one another.

We grow together as a
community of faith and learning.

s

ST JOHN'S
ACADEMY
;R

Headteacher - Mr Sean P Hagney
www.stjohnsacademy.org.uk
@st_johnsacademy

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

(cont. from front page)

For every Kurd gassed
by Saddam Hussein,
for every girl in Darfur
gang-raped by the mili-
tia, and for every home-
less person who wanders
Britain’s streets. Many
people think of divine
judgment in negative
terms; the psalmist re-
joices in it, for at long
last “God will judge the
world in righteousness
and the peoples with eq-
uity” (98:9).

That will be a good
day, not a bad day.

How will all this hap-
pen? I have no idea. We
needn’t know the details
of the “last days”. I like
CS Lewis’s analogy of
actors in a real-life dra-
ma. We don’t know eve-
rything about the play,
whether we’re in the first
or last act, or even which
characters play the mi-
nor and major roles. In
our ignorance, we have
no idea when the End of
the play ought to come.
But the plot will find ful-

filment, even if our lim-
ited understanding right
now obscures it. Perhaps
the Author will fill us in
after it is over, but for
now, says Lewis, “play-
ing it well is what mat-
ters infinitely.”

And, in case you
missed it: the new crea-
tion has already begun.
It began in Christ. It
began with Resurrec-
tion. In the Resurrection
Jesus was made so new
that his followers didn’t
even recognize him.
They thought he was the
gardener. They thought
he was a stranger. He
walked through closed,
locked doors.

He is made new. And,
in baptism WE are made
new.

And one day the whole
kit and caboodle will be
made new. And here
we’ll be.

Maybe even the mon-
ument on Whitehall will
be straightened out.

Canon Mulholland

P

Church Libra
urch Library

/

Borrow from our
extensive collection
available in
the Church Hall

Parish
Shop

Open after Mass
on Sunday

Christmas Cards, Calendars
and Gifts
are available

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth



November Lists,
Month of the

Holy Souls &
Mass offerings

Rooted in Sacred Scrip-
ture, Tradition, and the
perennial teaching of the
Church, the offering of
Holy Mass has been con-
sidered the most efficacious
manner of praying for and
assisting the souls of our
departed loved ones as they
journey through the purifi-
cation of Purgatory.

Each Mass is, as we know,
the re-presentation of the
saving sacrifice of Calvary,
and, when we specifically
ask for Mass to be offered for
a deceased loved one, we ask
that the merits of that saving
sacrifice be applied to the
soul of the one we mourn. It
has been the pious practice

of Catholics to list their de-
ceased during the month of
November, that Masses be
offered for them throughout
this particular period —a sign
of our ongoing love and con-
cern for those who have gone
ahead of us on this pilgrim-
age of life. The offering of
a stipend, a monetary gift to
the priest for the celebration
of these Masses is not only
an additional sacrifice on the
part of the donor for their be-
loved dead but helps support
the priest in his livelihood
and supplements his modest
income. We never “pay” for
a Mass—indeed we cannot
pay for the Sacraments—but
our financial support of our

A Prayer for the Souls in Purgatory

0 most gentle Heart of Jesus.

ever present in the Blessed Sacrament.
ever consumed with burning love

for the poor captive souls in Purgatory,
have mercy on the souls

of Your departed servants.

Be not severe in Your judgments,

pastor is part of our generous
contribution to the mission
of the Church and the care
of those who serve us in their
priestly ministry. November
lists are available at the back
of the church for you to take
and return as soon as pos-

of Your Precious Blood
fall upon the devouring flames.
And do You, 0 Merciful Saviour.

send Your holy angels

but let some drops

to conduct them
to a place

of refreshment.
light and peace.
Amen

sible. Please write on them
the names of your beloved
dead whom you wish to be
remembered in the Masses
during November and put
them, along with any Mass
offering you may be able to
give.

IN MEMORIAM

St John's RC Church; Perth

WORLD WAR |

CATHOLIC ROLL OF HONOUR

Researched and Compiled by

STEVE CLAYES

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

Book pays tribute to parish’s
huge sacrifice during WWW1

made.

Many thanks to our
resident Parish Histori-
an, Steve Clayes for his
timely publication of a
book to honour the ser-
vice given by parishion-
ers from St John’s, and
pupils from the parish
school of St John’s, dur-
ing World War 1.

The First World War’s
centenary ~commemora-
tions are all behind us and
the war is passing from
memory into history. It
is important, then, to re-
call those who fought and
those who died, to ensure
that at least something of
their lives, cut short by
violence, is remembered.

Steve Clayes’s meticu-
lous research has certain-
ly managed to save that
little something, the pre-
cious details of lives that

were so strongly rooted in
the Catholic community
in early twentieth-centu-
ry Perth, but that ended
overseas.

He has collected the
names of all who took up
arms and has reminded us
of the huge sacrfice they

As you turn the pages -
please remember to pray
for their souls.

On sale from today in
the Church Shop after
Sunday Masses - from
next week - price £7.50.

Bingo
Tea

in aid of
Lourdes
Pilgrim

Tuesday 19th,
St John’s
Church Hall
Tickets £1

to include
refreshments

Eyes down

7.30pm.

Justice
and
Peace

The Eucharist
commits us to the
poor. 1o receive
in truth the Body
and Blood of
Christ given up
for us, we must
recognize Christ
in the poorest, his

brethren.
Catechism of the
Catholic Church, no.
1397

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth



