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My dear sisters
and brothers
in Christ

Think for a minute
about all the wise say-
ings pertaining to per-
sistence. We learned
Aesop’s fable of the
tortoise and the hare as
children, noting that the
fast-little rabbit lost to
the persistent turtle. In
the end the victorious
turtle proclaims, “Slow
and steady wins the
race.”

“If at first you don’t
succeed, try and try
again.” This is attributed
to Robert the Bruce, leg-
end has it, after watch-
ing a spider in the stable.
Robert was in hiding and
losing his battle against
the Longshanks and saw
the spider try six times to
swing up to a beam and
start a web. Bruce felt
great sympathy and then
saw the spider make a
seventh effort, inspiring
him to go forward with
the fight. He went on to

defeat the English and
became one of the best
loved Scottish kings.
Now we have a range of
one-liners such as, “If at
first you don’t succeed,
hide the evidence.” Or
“If at first you don’t suc-
ceed, redefine success.”

Some of the best sto-
ries of persistence come
from the publishing
field.

George Orwell’s Ani-
mal Farm made Time’s
list of best English-lan-
guage books ever writ-
ten, ranked in at #31 on
the Modern Library’s
List of Best 20th-Cen-
tury Novels, and won
the retrospective Hugo
award in 1996. But not
only was Orwell’s clas-
sic written off (and com-
pletely misunderstood)
by a publisher who
noted, “It is impossible
to sell animal stories
in the USA,” Orwell’s
peer and good friend
T.S. Eliot was also less
than impressed. Orwell
sent a draft to Eliot, who
responded that the writ-

For today’s liturgy

Responsorial Psalm

Our help is in the name of the Lord
who made heaven and earth.

Gospel Acclamation

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind,

so that we can see what hope
his call holds for us.
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ing was good, but the
view was “not convinc-
ing” and that publishers
would only accept the
book if they had per-
sonal sympathy for the
“Trotskyite” viewpoint.

It is hard to believe
that 36 publishers read
Gone With the Wind and
“frankly they did not
give adamn.” J.K Rowl-
ing’s “Harry Potter”
books, which have made
her the wealthiest author
in history, were rejected
by Harper Collins and
Random House. Talent
is never enough for an
author; it is usually tal-
ent plus persistence un-
less you are a celebrity
with nothing really im-
portant to say.

We are well prepared
to hear and understand
this parable about a wid-
ow who is so persistent
in demanding justice for
her cause, that even a
judge known to not care
about justice gets worn
out and just wants to
be rid of her. I am in-
clined to accept this at
face value, though I am
troubled when I think
about this more deeply.
Is persistence always
the best thing for our
spiritual life? What if
I am persistently seek-
ing the wrong thing?
In the Twelve Step Big
Book for Alcoholics
Anonymous, the defini-
tion of insanity is doing
the same thing over and
over and expecting dif-
ferent results.

We are all persistent
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in our habits and behav-
iours, for better and for
worse.

Persistence really isn’t
that hard. We are per-
sistent to a fault about
many things.

What is hard is be-
ing determined to go in
a new direction. What
is hard is breaking an
old habit and attitude
and acting and thinking
differently. Old ways
of thinking are hard to
break because we know
them, and they are com-
fortable.

We need to under-
stand what Jesus had to
say about persistence
in prayer. It is easy to
lose heart when we pray,
because if we are truly
praying, some of our
persistent ways of think-
ing and acting will be
challenged. When we
pray, we want answers,
we want help, we want
solutions. But are we
ready to change? Can
we give up our old so-
lutions, our pat answers
and our persistent ways
of seeing other people in
order to allow the crea-
tive renewal of the Holy
Spirit? Anyone who
has truly tried to pray,
knows that this is not
easy. Jesus is saying to
hang in there and don’t
lose heart. Even the un-
just judge will eventual-
ly listen, so will not our
loving God hear us if we
are persistent? The real
struggle is not whether
God hears us. God is not
an unjust judge. The is-

Teas after the
11am Mass
on Sunday

and 10am Mass

sue is we often have our
own inner judge that will
not let us hear God. God
can’t work when we are
busy filling our lives
with the distortions and
judgments that separate
us from divine grace.

St. Paul wrote to all
of us, “to work out our
salvation, with fear
and trembling.” It is an
awesome thing to be in
the presence of the Al-
mighty. Not to be taken
lightly. In a sense, we
Catholics offer Perth a
Mega City Feast every
Sunday. And this is the
REAL THING! The
Body and Blood of the
Risen Christ. We will be
setting the table again
this Sunday.

Canon Mulholland

MISSION
COLLECTION

Our second collection
this weekend helps
us realise are own
worries are often
not the most impor-
tant ones. As Pope
Benedict XV wrote:
“the true missionary
is always aware that
he/she is not work-
ing as an agent of
his/her country, but
as an ambassador of
Christ.” (n.20)
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NIEDZIELNA REFLEKSJA NAD SLOWEM BOZYM ...

Modlitwa dziata
potezniej niz  najlep-
sza rozmowa z najlep-
szym przyjacielem.
Zaczyna si¢ zawsze od
$wiadomoSci  obecnoSci
Boga. Swiadomo$é ta
trwa catodobowo i jest
glebsza niz czas. Ciagle
odczuwam calym soba
Jego bliskod¢ 1 gotowos¢
do wystuchania mnie.
Rene Voillaume napisat,
ze skutki  modlitwy
sa dla nas dostepne
dopiero woéwczas, gdy
poSwiecimy na modlitwe
dostatecznie duzo czasu.
Dzisiaj Jezus przytacza
przypowieS¢  dotyczaca
sytuacji, w ktérych natra-
flamy na przerastajace
nas przeciwnosci.

Ten motyw jest wz-
mocniony lekcja z Ksiegi
Wyjscia, opowiadajaca
o walce w Refidim.
Mojzesz trzymal wznie-
sione w gore rece,
modlac si¢ za caty lud,
zmagajacy  si¢  zbro-
jnie  z  Amalekitami.
Gdy jego rece opadaly,
przegrywali tez Izraelici.
Dlatego Aaron i Chur
wspierali z kolei jego,
by rece mu nie opadaly
ani na chwile. Setki razy
przekonywatem si¢ o
tym, i zapewne nie ty-
lkko ja, jak modlitwa
wplywata na tych, za
ktérych sie modlitem, i
jak jej brak powodowat
upadek innych. Cho¢
trzeba samotnosci, by sie
modli¢, to jednak wiasnie
modlitwa jest najskutec-
zniejszym wsparciem dla
bliznich. Rece Mojzesza
az do zachodu stofca

byty stale wzniesione
wysoko.
Dostownie jednak

napisano: ,,jego rece byly
zaufaniem”. Bardziej
mozna ufa¢ rekom, ktére
za ciebie si¢ modlg, cho¢

Whiesione rece Mojzesza,
Jezusa, moje...

nawet nie Sciskaja cie ser-
decznie, niz tym, ktdre ci¢
tylko poklepuja po rami-
eniu. Doprawdy niewiele
jest przyczyn, ktére tak
wyraznie — przymnazajg
wiary, jak ta wyjatkowa,
kiedy dostrzegamy
skutki naszej modlitwy
przeobrazajacej  kleske
w zwyciestwo. Sylwetka
Mojzesza ze wzniesiony-
mi ponad glowa rekami
wpisuje si¢ w obraz Jezu-
sa wiszacego na krzyzu.
Jego dtonie nie byty wspi-
erane przez przyjaciot,
lecz przybite na krzyzu
az do Smierci. Rece Je-
zusa na zawsze sg godne
zaufania, gdyz nigdy nie
opadng. Jezus mowi, ze
nawet sedzia ateista i
egoista uleglby komus,
kto przyprawiatby go
swoim naprzykrzaniem
sie o sifice pod oczami.
Tym bardziej Bég nie
bedzie zwlekat z pomoca
tym, ktérzy dniem i
nocg do Niego wolaja.
Bez trudu wyczuwamy
intencj¢ Jezusa: bardzo
zalezy Mu na tym, by nas
przekonaé o sensownosci
proszenia Boga, aby
pokonat to wszystko, co
sprzeciwia si¢ naszemu
zyciu. Przeszkoda dla
Izraela byli Amalekici,
dla wdowy kto$, kogo
nazywala przeciwnikiem.
Nie bez powodu tym
samym stowem $w. Piotr
nazywa diabfa: ,przeci-
wnik wasz diabet jak lew
ryczacy krazy, szukajac,
kogo by pozre¢. Mocni
W wierze przeciwstawcie
si¢ jemu!”. Nawet jesli
wszystkie przeciwnoSci
losu powoduja opadanie
rgk  z  bezradnoSci,
pamietajmy o Tym, ktdre-
go rece nigdy nie opadng
i w ktérego dtoniach jest
nasze zaufanie.

Fr Bogdan

Spowiedz i Msza $w.
W kazda niedziele istnieje
mozliwo$¢  skorzystania z
Sakramentu Spowiedzi od
godz. 4:15pm. Zapraszamy
do regularnej spowiedzi i
do pefnego uczestnictwa we
Mszy §w. Msza Sw. w kazdg
niedziele o godz. Spm.

Zapisy do ,,Zywego
Rézanca”

W dalszym ciggu w naszej
Polskiej ~ wspdlnocie  or-
ganizujemy zapisy do Kétka
Zywego Rézafica. Do ut-
worzenia petnej Rozy zostaly
jeszcze cztery wolne mie-
jsca dla tych, ktérzy chciel-
iby odmawia¢ t¢ Maryjng
modlitwe.  Zapraszam za-
tem do zapisywanie si¢
na liste umieszczong na

polskiej gazetce w tyle
koSciota. Kazdy cztonek
Zywego Rozanca  (kobi-

eta lub mezczyzna) na mocy
Statutéw  zobowigzuje  si¢
odmawia¢  codzienne 1
dziesiatke rézafica (Ojcze
nasz, 10 razy Zdrowa$ Mar-
yjo i Chwata Ojcu...) w in-
tencjach poleconych na dany
miesiagc 1 w tym miesigcu
odmawia tylko te jedng
tajemnice rézaficowg przez
co wspdlnie tworzymy caty
rézaniec z jego pigecioma ta-
jemnicami, a przy liczbie 20
oséb petny rézaniec z jego 4
czgSciami. Zatem zachgcam
do zapisywania si¢ bySmy
mogli modlac sig  wspdl-
nie, a jednoczesnie kazdy w
swoim miejscu gdzie zyje,
wypraszaC  przez wstawi-
ennictwo Matki  Krélowe;j
Rézanca Swietego potrzebne
faski dla nas wszystkich. Dla
naszych rodzin, dla naszej
Parafii, i catego Kosciofa.

Pazdziernik -

Miesiac Rozancowy
W miesigcu pazdzierniku

zapraszam  do  udzialu
w nabozenstwach
rézancowych, ktére

odprawiamy w kazdy piatek
pazdziernika o godz. 7:00pm.
Ponadto w kazdg niedzielg
pazdziernika o godz. 4:30pm
(pét godziny przed Mszg
§w.) réwniez si¢ modlimy
odmawiajac rézaniec. Stara-
jmy si¢ odmawia¢ rézaniec
jak najczesciej, a szczegdlnie
w tym miesigcu Maryjnym.

BadZmy tez $wiadomi tego,
ze naszym obowigzkiem
jest uczy¢ dzieci jak sie
odmawia rézaniec. JeSli rod-
zice odmawiajg t¢ modlitwe
to i dzieci ja znajg. Dlatego
dotézmy wszelkich starafi by
ta pigkna modlitwa polecana
przez Maryje we wszystkich
Jej najwigkszych objawie-
niach jak: Lourdes, Fatima,
La Salette, Medugorje nie
byta zaniedbywana lub za-
pominana. Nawet jedna
wdziesigtka” (Ojcze nasz i
10 razy Zdrowa$ Maryjo)
odméwiona w ramach wiec-
zornej modlitwy, czy wspol-
nie z najblizszymi przyniesie
Maryi chwate, a nam wyprosi
wiele Bozych task, ktdrych
nam tak bardzo potrzeba
kazdego dnia.  Krdlowo
Roézafica Swigtego — médl sig
za nami!

»opiewajacych
Aniotkéw”

Serdecznie zapraszamy na
koncert Chéru Dziecigcego
naszej Parafii ,Spiewajace
Aniotki” w Parafii Our La-
dies w Perth w czwartek 24
pazdziernika 2019 r. o godz.
7pm. Dofaczcie do nas w
tym radosnym wydarze-
niu. Zapro§cie znajomych i
rodzing, bo im wigcej Was
bedzie tym wigksza rado$¢
dla Aniotkéw. Po koncer-
cie zapraszamy na kawe
i ciasto. Mamy nadzieje,
7€ nas wesprzecie swojg
obecnoscig, bo bardzo prag-
niemy podzieli¢ si¢ z Wami
tym co przygotowujemy dla
Was. Do zobaczenia!!

Listopad - Msze za

zmartych

Nasz  katechizm  ka-
tolicki wyliczajac ,,Uczynki
mitosierne co do duszy” jako
ostatni uczynek milosierdzia
wylicza: ,Modli¢ si¢ za
zywych 1 zmarlych”. Tak
wiec modlitwa za zmarlych
to nasz ludzki obowiazek,
to nasze chrzeScijafskie
zadanie. Miesigc listopad
jest tym miesigcem kiedy
to oddajemy cze$¢ naszym
drogim  zmarlym, kiedy
przywotujemy ich w naszej
pamigci i ciagle chcemy z
serca im podzigkowac za to
wszystko co dla nas uczynili
bedac czescig naszego ziem-
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skiego zycia. Sa to czgsto
nasi rodzice, rodzefstwo,
nasi kochani dziadkowie, czy
sasiedzi, przyjaciele, a moze
nasi petni po§wigcenia nauc-
zyciele czy ksigza z rodzin-
nej parafii. Nawet trudno
ich  wszystkich  wyliczy¢.
My ciagle jeszcze mamy
wobec nich tak wielki dlug
wdzigcznosci  za  wszystko
co dzisiaj dzigki nim po-
siadamy, jakimi jesteSmy
ludZmi. Niech ten zblizajacy
sie miesigc listopad bedzie
naszym czasem, aby im za
to wszystko podzigkowad.
Tego dlugu czgsto nawet nie
potrafimy sptaci¢ w catosci,
bo nasze zycie jest za krot-
kie. Dlatego najpiekniejszym
darem wdzigcznoSci dla nich
wszystkich ~ bedzie nasza
modlitwa i ofiara Mszy §w.,
ktdra jest takim bukietem du-
chowych réz. Nie mamy in-
nej mozliwodci jak tylko pop-
rzez ten duchowy dar pomdc
im w osiggnieciu nieba i by-
cia z Bogiem w wiecznosci.
Nasza parafia jak co roku
bedzie ofiarowal przez caly
miesigc listopad 30 Mszy
$w. za zmarlych poleconych
w waszych ,,wypominkach”.
Prosimy o zabranie ze soba
kart ,wypominkowych”,
wypisanie na nich imion i
nazwisk Waszych drogich
zmartych, wlozenie tych kart
do koperty, wraz z ofiarg
mszalng i zwrdcenie ich do
jednego z ksiezy przed 2 lis-
topada. Karty na ,,wypomin-
ki” znajduja si¢ w przed-
sionku koSciota.

Dekorowanie

kosciota

To juz stato si¢ tradycja,
ze w pazdzierniku Polska
Wspdlnota jest odpowiedzi-
alna za dekorowanie naszego
kosciofa. Dzigkuje wszyst-
kim naszym Paniom, ktdre
wyrazily swoja  ofiarno$¢
i che¢ pomocy by nasza
Swigtynia mogla wygladaé
dostojnie w tym miesigcu
poSwieconym  szczegélnie
Matce Bozej Rézancowe;.
Wyrazy wdziecznoSci nalezg
si¢ Paniom z Auchterarder:
Ewelinie Jakubczyk, Ag-
nieszce Zachariasz i Mag-
dalenie Sroka za udekorow-
anie koSciofa na t¢ niedziele.
Wielkie Bog zaptac!



Collections
Last Sunday’s col-
lection amounted to

£1359.61 - thnk you for
your generosity.

Memorial

Tuesday 22nd — Me-
morial of Pope St John
Paul 1T

Holy Hour

On Tuesdays, there
will be Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament from
6-7pm, during which
there will be an oppor-
tunity for Confessions.
Mass will follow at 7pm.

Children’s Liturgy

Children’s Liturgy re-
commences on Sunday
27th. The rota for help-
ers is at the back of the
church.

Candlelit Rosary
On Thursday 24th Oc-
tober, at 7pm, there will
be a Candlelit Rosary in
St John’s Church organ-
ised by the KIT Group.

Lunch club

Lunch Club continues
on Mondays from 12-
Ipm. Soup and a roll -
with tea or coffee - £2.50
- all welcome.

Remaining
Second
Collections
for 2019:

19th/20th-
Mission Sunday

- Missio Sunday
for the work of the
propagation of the
Faith.

2nd/3rd November
Mission Appeal for the
Salvatorians -

Fr Bogdan’s Order

16th/17th November—
Catholic Education
Service

30th Nov/1st Decem-
ber-

Poor Mission Fund
for parishes within our
Diocese

World Mission Day

“I’m so glad I live in a world where there are
Octobers.” So wrote Lucy Maude Montgom-
ery, in Anne of Green Gables. I would add, Oc-
tobers, in Rome, particularly.

However, while there, I learned that our ra-
diators (made and shipped from Italy) and ready
to be installed when I left were not made to our
exact specifications. The company immediately
accepted liability for their mistake and compen-
sation. Our 10 new radiators are being re-made
but will probably take a month before they arrive.
The radiators in the choir-loft and as you enter the
Church were as stipulated and have been installed.
New piping around the Church has eliminated any
leaks that have dogged our heating system for so
long. As October, slips into the beautiful month of
the Holy Souls we will have the inconvenience of
temporary heating supplied and paid for by the ra-

diator manufacturers.

Union
of Catholic

Mothers \

Next meeting
Tuesday  5Sth
November, an evening
dedicated to Holy Souls,
and The Rosary

Prayers

In your charity, please
pray for the repose of the
souls of those who have
died recently and for all
whose anniversaries occur
about this time.

Recently dead: Fr Antho-
ny McCarthy - Fr McCa-
rthy’s Mortal Remains will
be received into Our Lady
of Good Counsel Church
on Monday 21st October,
2019 at 6pm. There will
be Vespers also. His Req-
uiem Mass will take place
on Tuesday 22nd October,
2019 at 12.30pm.

Anniversaries:  Bishop
William Andrew Hart,
David Fordham, Charlie
Muldownie and James
Muldownie

Fidelium animae per
misericordiam Dei req-
uiescant in pace. Amen.

Italian
Association

The Italian Associa-
tion’s monthly meet-
ing - will take place in
St John’s next Saturday,
26th October, starting at
1pm with Mass in Italian.
Monday 11th Novem-
ber - a bus leaves Perth
at 3pm for the Annual
Mass for the Dead (in
Italian, at 7pm in St
Andrew’s Cathedral,
Glasgow) - preceded by
High Tea at Coia’s in
Denmark Street.

Friday 22nd November
- an outing to Pitlochry
Festival Theatre for the
production of A Christ-
mas Carol. A bus will
leave St John’s at 3pm -
stopping for High Tea at
Bankfoot.

Tuesday 10th Decem-
ber - dinner dance to be
held in McDiarmid Park
- £30. 6.30pm for 7pm.
Italian Classes for
learners of all stages
continue at 4.15pm in
the Small Hall on Satur-
days.

Rosary - On Saturdays
at 2pm, Rosary will be
recited in Italian during
October in St John’s.

We will take this time to stain the lower boards
around the Church before placing the radiators on
them. I would like to thank Mgr Hendry and his
parishioners for helping us so graciously this last
fortnight and for the team at R.L. Rattray Ltd who
have been working so hard. I would also like to
thank you the parishioners of St John’s for your
patience and understanding.

October 2019 is designated as an Extraordi-
nary Month of Mission. Pope Francis asked us
to observe this month as an Extraordinary Month
of Mission in celebration of the centenary of the
Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud (1919) of Pope
Benedict XV “On the Propagation of the Faith
Throughout the World.”

If we seriously want to celebrate the centenary
of Maximum Illud, we do need to be of one mind
with Pope Benedict XV that the souls who have
not heard of Christ may be lost. We can put it
more positively if desired, by being motivated by
the idea that those who believe in Christ and are
baptised will be saved. But we can only do this if
we actually believe that Christ is the one Saviour
of mankind.

If we were able to sort out that question and
give a clear answer in the affirmative, the idea of
a missionary month would surely make a lot more
sense? Speaking to the missionaries themselves,
he said: “You have been called to carry light to
men who lie in the shadow of death and to open
the way to heaven for souls that are hurtling to de-
struction.’ (n.18)

Let us say together the Prayer to St Michael:

St Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle.

Be our defence against the wickedness
and snares of the Devil. ™
May God rebuke him,

we humbly pray,

and do thou, 3
O Prince of the heavenly hosts, © -
by the power of God, 5
thrust down into hell

Satan, and all the evil spirits,
who prowl about the world
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen

Our second collection this weekend helps us re-
alise are own worries are often not the most im-
portant ones. As Pope Benedict XV wrote: “the
true missionary is always aware that he/she is not
working as an agent of his/her country, but as an
ambassador of Christ.” (n.20)

Canon Mulholland
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November Lists,
Month of the

Holy Souls &
Mass offerings

Rooted in  Sacred
Scripture, Tradition, and
the perennial teaching of
the Church, the offering
of Holy Mass has been
considered the most effi-
cacious manner of pray-
ing for and assisting the
souls of our departed
loved ones as they jour-
ney through the purifica-
tion of Purgatory.

Each Mass is, as we
know, the re-presentation
of the saving sacrifice of
Calvary, and, when we
specifically ask for Mass to
be offered for a deceased
loved one, we ask that the
merits of that saving sacri-
fice be applied to the soul
of the one we mourn. It has
been the pious practice of

Catholics to list their de-
ceased during the month of
November, that Masses be
offered for them through-
out this particular period —
a sign of our ongoing love
and concern for those who
have gone ahead of us on
this pilgrimage of life. The
offering of a stipend, a
monetary gift to the priest
for the celebration of these
Masses is not only an addi-
tional sacrifice on the part
of the donor for their be-
loved dead but helps sup-
port the priest in his liveli-
hood and supplements his
modest income. We never
“pay” for a Mass—indeed
we cannot pay for the Sac-
raments — but our financial
support of our pastor is

A Prayer for the Souls in Purgatory

0 most gentle Heart of Jesus.

ever present in the Blessed Sacrament,
ever consumed with burning love

for the poor captive souls in Purgatary,
have mercy on the souls

of Your departed servants.

Be not severe in Your judgments,

but let some drops

of Your Precious Blood

fall upon the devouring flames.

And do You, 0 Mereiful Saviour,

part of our generous con-
tribution to the mission of
the Church and the care of
those who serve us in their
priestly ministry. Novem-
ber lists are available at the
back of the church for you
to take and return as soon

send Your haoly angels

to conduct them
to a place

of refreshment,
light and peace.
Amen

Firm;'fﬁn ul/t8

as possible. Please write
on them the names of your
beloved dead whom you
wish to be remembered in
the Masses during Novem-
ber and put them, along
with any Mass offering
you may be able to give.

G

Open after Mass
on Sunday

Cards and Gifts
are available

{;\a 2] 1
Chw Lll}rar_y

Borrow from our
extensive collection
available in
the Church Hall

Singing
Angels

Our Lady’s UCM in-
vite you to a wee concert
of the children’s choir -
Spiewajqcych Aniotkéw
- the Singing Angels.
It will be held at Our
Lady’s Church, Struan
Road, Lethham, Perth,
on Thursday 24th Octo-
ber at 7pm.

Please come and sup-
port these young singers
at this joyous event and
bring your friends and
family with you. They
would like to see as big
an audience as possible,
and they are very keen to
show you what they’ve
prepared. Refreshments
will be served after the
event.

f OBSERVE

Papers

Catholic  newspapers
the Scottish Catholic Ob-
server etc are available in
the church porch - please
take copies and share
them.

Priests
Scotland

ALIFE
WORTH
LIVING
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Justice
and Peace

The dignity of the human person and the
common good rank higher than the comfort of
those who refuse to renounce their privileges.
When these values are threatened, a prophetic

voice must be raised.

Pope Francis,
Evangelii Gaudium, para 218

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth




