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My dear sisters and brothers in Christ

Jesus tells us not to begin something

we aren’t sure that we can successfully complete.

Using the stories of the king going off to war

without sufficient soldiers and strategies

and the man who begins building and can’t finish,

he really isn’t giving military or business advice;

he is really speaking of our spiritual life:

before we choose to follow him,

are we able to measure up to the demands of the Gospel?

When you reflect upon this,
Jesus’ demand can be very intimidating.
Do we have what it takes to live out the Gospel?

When we look at the number of canonized saints —

men and women who obviously lived up to Gospel demands —
compared to the number of Christians,

the percentage is pretty small.

If we choose not to follow Christ,

we are condemned to damnation.

To understand how what Jesus is saying
is not a message of hopelessness,

but a realistic call rooted in hope,

let us look at this teaching in context

of the rest of the Gospel.

What we find when we look at

“the rest of the story” we find that we are indeed called

to invest ourselves whole-heartedly in the Gospel way of life.
Jesus never minces words on this.

Never are we told that following him would be easy.

If anything,

Jesus is uncompromising in his proclamation

that to follow him involves loss, self-giving, and the Cross.

Yet, at the same time,

he assures us that we need not do this by our own strength
(or even that we can do this by our own strength).

Rather, he tells us that we can do this

only because the real source of strength is not our own,

but the gift of divine mercy and Christ’s Spirit dwelling in us.

For the tax collector in the parable of the Pharisee and publican,
it is God’s mercy that pulls this sinner into the realm of grace.
For the disciples who will face persecution and martyrdom,

it is the Holy Spirit who will tell them what to say.

For Peter, so haltingly faithful to the power of Christ,

it is the grace of his calling that brings him

to lead the Church in a new era.
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Jesus’ teaching on assessing our situation

before committing to him

demands of us

an estimation of our willingness to follow full-heartedly.
He calls us not to pick and choose what is attractive or easy
to follow and drop what is harsh and difficult.

Rather he calls us to embrace the Gospel,

lock, stock, and barrel.

Christ knows that such an acceptance
is intimidating, difficult, and frightening.
He knows that we will not be able ever to do it on our own.

And for that reason,
He promises us that he will be with us, be our strength,
and make possible the impossible.

Through Christ’s word,

proclaimed in the liturgy and our own reading of the Scriptures,
in times of listening to the Lord in the silence of private prayer
Christ teaches us how to think, see, hear, speak, and act
according to the Gospel.

Through the gift of the Holy Spirit,

received first in baptism,

and encountered in a new relationship in Confirmation,
Christ strengthens us

to think, see, hear, speak, and act

according to the Gospel.

In this act of Eucharist,

Christ nourishes us

to think, see, hear, speak, and act
with fidelity to the Gospel.

In our practice of the faith,

we over and over again practice

the ability our thinking, seeing, hearing, speaking and acting
according to the Gospel.

Working together with God,

we can rest assured that

what God has called us to embrace

is indeed do-able

that we will not look like an unwise king or builder

but rather people to can confront evil and be victorious,
people who can truly build for God’s kingdom.

Canon Mulholland
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Mitos$¢ jest cudownym
uczuciem, ale to wcale
nie znaczy, ze pozbaw-
ionym wynaturzefi. Ona
roéwniez jest narazona na
deformacje, zwyrodnie-
nia albo przecenienie jej
wartoSci. Jezus mowi,
ze nie tylko trzeba
odzegna¢ sie od ojca,
matki, siéstr i braci, ale
nawet od samego sie-
bie, wlasnego zycia.
Kocha¢ siebie moze
oznaczaé akceptowanie
siebie, ale takze egocen-
tryczne zapatrzenie si¢
w siebie. Narcyz pos-
trzega siebie w spos6b
idealny i z zaSlepionym
podziwem. Komu§ tak-
iemu trudno byloby
zrobi¢ nawet krok za
Jezusem. Mozna kochaé
matke, ale tez by¢ od

podporzadkowanym jej.
Kocha¢ ojca to czesto
zadowalaé¢ go lub pan-
icznie sie go obawial.
Kochac¢ braci to nie zaw-
sze dobrze im zyczy¢,
ale czesto zazdroScic
lub  rywalizowaé¢ z
nimi. Podobnie kochaé
siostre moze oznaczaé
wykorzystywac ja
lub da¢ sie przez nig
manipulowa¢.  Ludzie
mifoScig nazywajg wiele
toksycznych wiezi, ale
to wcale nie znaczy, ze
wszystko jest naprawde
godne tego stowa. Jezus,
moéwigc o nienawiSci
do najblizszych, miat
na mySli nie tylko zde-
formowane uktady,
ktére koniecznie trzeba
zerwaé, by pojawily
siec zdrowe odniesienia.

o oderwaniu od rodz-
iny z takg silg, jakby
sie  ja nienawidzifo.
Czasem dla Jego mifosci
my sami stajemy si¢
obiektami  nienawiSci
rodziny. Znam wiele
oséb, ktére po nawrd-
ceniu byty w domu po
prostu  prze§ladowane
przez rodzicow albo
rodzefistwo.  Istotnym
dopowiedzeniem  jest
wiersz, w ktérym Je-
zus wyjaSnia, iz kazdy,
kto nie zegna si¢ ze
wszystkimi, to znaczy
nie wyrzeka si¢ wszyst-
kich, nie stanie si¢ Jego
uczniem. NienawiS¢, o
ktérej moéwi Jezus, jest
raczej rodzajem rozstan-
ia si¢ niz nienawiScig w
petnym tego stowa znac-
zeniu. Dlaczego wigc to

rodzinnych nazywa
nienawiscig? NienawiS¢
jest, jak wiemy, nie-
zwykle  silnym  uc-
zuciem, ktdére angazuje
calego cztowieka do
odrzucenia czego§ lub
kogo§. Chodzi raczej o
odzegnanie si¢ od kogo$
z mocg poréwnywalng
do nienawiSci niz o
samg nienawiS¢, bo wt-
edy tekst bytby w duzej
sprzecznoSci z przyka-
zaniem mifodci. Nieki-
edy Jezus uzywat prze-
sady dla podkreslenia
waznoSci i koniecznoSci
przyjecia pewnych post-
aw. Na przyktad méwit,
ze jesli oko jest nam
powodem do grzechu,
trzeba je sobie wytupac,
albo jesli reka jest pow-
odem do grzechu, to

Bog chce byc pierwszy

Nie jest to zacheta
do samookaleczen,
lecz do zdecydow-
anego  zerwania  z

przyczyna grzechu, jego
Zrédtem albo z samym
grzechem, bez ktérego,
jak nam si¢ wydaje,
nie potrafilibySmy juz
funkcjonowaé normal-
nie. Jezus sam nigdy nie
przestat kochaé swojej
Matki, ale przeciez Ja
opuscit i nawet na krotki
urlop nie przyjezdzat
do Nazaretu. Dla wie-
lu ludzi, ktérzy zyja
w nienormalnych
wigzach rodzinnych,
takie wymagania Jezusa
wydaja si¢ nienormalne.
Ale to nie B6g ma chore
serce, tylko my!

niej uzaleznionym 1 On naprawde méwi oderwanie sie od wiezi trzeba jg sobie odciac. Fr Bogdan
Spowiedj postuge w Parafii $w. krzyza, na ktérym umart zegélnej czci. To $wigto Adoracja

. ; Jozefa w Dundee dla Pan Jezus. Po diugich przypomina nam wiel- .

1 Msza_ SW.. L tamtejszej Polonii. Po  poszukiwaniach  krzyz kie znaczenie krzyza jako NaJSWIQtSZEgO

W kazFiaf n1?€121el§ U odejéciu poprzedniego  odnaleziono 14 wrzesnia symbolu chrzescijafistwa  Sakramentu

nicje mozliwos¢ skorzys- prohosseza  Parafii Fr 326 roku. W zwigzku z 1 uSwiadamia, Ze jest to Zapraszamy do udziatu

tania z Sakramentu Spow-
iedzi od godz. 4:15pm.
Zapraszamy do regularnej
spowiedzi i do pelnego
uczestnictwa we Mszy
Sw. Msza $w. w kazda
niedziel¢ o godz. Spm.

Liturgia dziecieca

Rozpoczynajac  nowy
rok szkolny i katechetyc-
zny 2019/20 zapraszam
wszystkie dzieci na ich
Msze §w. pofaczone
z liturgig dla dzieci w
kazda pierwsza niedziele
miesigca. Najblizsza
Msza $§w. dla dzieci bedzie
6 pazdziernika 2019 r. o
godz. Spm.

Polska Msza sw.

w Dundee
W odpowiedzi na
pro$be Ordynariusza

Diecezji Dunkeld Bisku-
pa Stephena Robsona Fr
Bogdan jest teraz odpow-
iedzialny za duszpasterskg

Leszka Wigcaszka ulegt
zmianie grafik Mszy §w.
niedzielnych. Poczawszy
od dzisiejszej niedzieli
tj. od 1 wrze$nia 2019 r.
Msze §w. w jezyku pol-
skim beda odprawianie
o0 godz. 1pm, a nie jak to
miafo miejsce dotychczas
o0 godz. 12pm.

Swieto Podwyzszenia

Krzyza $wietego

W sobote 15 wrzesnia
w  calym  Kosciele
powszechnym bedziemy
obchodzi¢ Swieto
Podwyzszenia  Krzyza

Swigtego. Kiedy w roku
70  Jerozolima zostala
zdobyta i zburzona przez
Rzymian, rozpoczely si¢
wielkie  prze$ladowania
religii Chrystusa, trwajace
prawie 300 lat. Dopiero po
ustaniu tych przes§ladowan
matka cesarza rzymsk-
iego Konstantyna, §w.
Helena, kazata szukaé

tym wydarzeniem zbu-
dowano w Jerozolimie na
Golgocie dwie bazyliki:
Megczennikéw 1 Zmart-
wychwstania. W 614 roku
na Ziemie Swieta napadli
Persowie. Zburzyli wow-
czas wszystkie koscioty,
a widzac jak wielkiej czci
doznaje Krzyz Pana Jezu-
sa zabrali go ze soba. W
628 roku po zwyciestwie
cesarza Herakliusza nad
Persami, Krzyz zwré-
cono w traktacie poko-
jowym. Ze S$wiadectwa
§w. Cyryla Jerozolim-
skiego  (+387) wiemy,
ze krzyz podzielono na
drobne czgéci i rozestano
je niemal po wszystkich
okolicznych  koSciotach.
Kosciét w Krzyzu Jezusa
widzial zawsze ottarz, na
ktérym Syn Bozy dokonat
zbawienia $wiata. Dlat-
ego kazda jego czastka
tak  obficie  zroszona
Jego Najswigtszag Krwig
doznawata zawsze szc-

7zrédto naszego odkupi-
enia.

Spowiedz dzieci

Zachgcam  rodzicow,
aby dopilnowali by dzieci
rozpoczynajace nowy
rok szkolny przystapity
réwniez do Sakramentu
Spowiedzi $§w. jako pr-
zygotowanie do nowego
roku szkolno -kateche-
tycznego Spowiedz
mozna  odbywaé w
kazda niedziele od godz.
4:15pm przed Msza Sw.
lub we wtorki od godz.
6pm w czasie adoracji
NajSwigtszego sakra-
mentu, oraz w soboty po
Mszy §w. porannej od
godz. 10:30am. Niech
ta duchowa odnowa ich
serca bedzie tez pomocg
w zdobywaniu wiedzy i
ich wzrodcie duchowym,
ktéry jest obowiazkiem
kazdego rodzica i
odpowiedzialnoScig przed
Bogiem.
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w adoracji Naj$wietszego
Sakramentu w  kazdy
wtorek od godz. 6 —7pm.
Po zakonczonej adoracji
Msza §w. o godz. 7pm
po angielsku. Podczas
adoracji  NajSwietszego
Sakramentu  jest tez
mozliwo$¢  przystapienia
do Sakramentu spowied-
zi od godz. 6 — 6:45pm.
Dodatkowo  Sakrament
spowiedzi jest jeszcze w
kazda sobote po Mszy
Sw. porannej ok. godz.
10:30am, oraz w niedzielg
od godz. 4:15pm.

Druga sktadka

w niedziele 15
wrzeSnia bedzie druga
sktadka na utrzymanie
seminarzystow (kler-
ykéw) przygotowujacych
si¢ do kaptanstwa z naszej
diecezji. Bog zaptaé za
wszystkie ofiary, ktdre
ztozycie!



Collections

18th August 2019

St John’s - £1479.86;
Votives Candles - £90.11;
Papers - £2.50 and
Church Shop £14.90.

Special collection
There will be a special
collection on Sunday
15th September for Ec-
clesiastical Students’
Fund.

Union of Catholic
Mothers

The next meeting is on
Tuesday 17th September
- at 7.30pm. The Guest
Speaker is from Mind-
space, all members and
Parishioners welcome.

Prayers

In your charity, please
pray for the repose of the
souls of those who have
died recently and for all
whose anniversaries oc-
cur about this time.
Recently dead: Theresa
Duffy.
Anniversaries: Ron
Mackay, Margaret Gal-
lagher and Eren Katy
Pearson.
Fidelium animae per
misericordiam Dei req-
uiescant in pace. Amen.

Funeral

There will be a Funeral
Mass for Irene Taylor
at 10am on Monday 9th
September.

Laudato Si

Caring For Our Common Home

For Justice and Peace Scotland, the publication last
year of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change report on the environment was a watershed
moment.

The report established that we have just 11 years to
drastically reduce carbon emissions currently dam-
aging our precious planet. If we don’t, by the year
2030 we face catastrophic and irreversible climate
change with all its devastating realities: food short-
ages, water shortages and even shortage of the very
air we need to breath.

Time is running out

Justice and Peace Scotland determined that 2019,
our 40th anniversary year, would be spent cam-
paigning for the environment. And a key event as
we come to the end of that anniversary year is our
Laudato Si day of reflection.

On Saturday 21st September 2019, the
Blythswood Hall in Renfield St Stephen’s
Church, Bath Street, Glasgow, will be the venue
for people looking to join the campaign to save
our common home.

There was no better place to start than with Pope
Francis’ Laudato Si encyclical, which reaches across
all barriers of religion and culture. It is acknowl-
edged worldwide as a ground-breaking document
pointing the way to a safer, more just and sustain-
able future for everyone. Dr Lorna Gold, a keynote
speaker at the conference, is the author of the crucial
publication ‘Climate Generation’.

To hear Dr Gold, and the other expert speakers,
book your place at the Laudato Si conference,on
Eventbrite - www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.
uk/ or call 0141 333 0238 (Monday-Thursday)

Holy Hour

On Tuesdays, there
will be Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament from
6-7pm, during which
there will be an oppor-
tunity for Confessions.
Mass will follow at 7pm.

Permanent
Deacon news

His Lordship Bishop
Robson has accepted
Deacon Len’s request to
stand down from active
service in St John’s.

On behalf of us all we
assure him of our prayers
and thanks for all he has
done in our Community
to witness to the Faith
these last 5 years. I in-
tend to arrange an occa-
sion to enable the parish
to show our gratefulness.

Italian
Association

Pilgrims’ meeting
There will be a meet-
ing for all who are taking
part in this month’s Ital-
ian Association Pilgrim-
age to Rome and Sor-
rento - on Monday 9th
September, at 6pm, in St
John’s Church Hall.

Lunch club

Lunch Club continues on
Mondays from 12-1pm.
Soup and a roll - with
tea or coffee - £2.50 - all
welcome.

Children’s Liturgy
Children’s Liturgy con-

Margaret Sinclair
Pilgrimage

Annual Pilgrimage to
pray for the Beatification
of the Ven. Margaret Sin-
clair:  Sunday, 8th Sep-
tember, 2019 in St Pat-
rick’s Church, Cowgate,
Edinburgh: 2pm Holy
Hour; 3pm Presentation
on the Venerable Marga-
ret Sinclair; 4.30pm Holy
Mass; 5.30pm close.

Italian classes

Italian Classes for learn-
ers of all stages will be
taking a short break on
21st and 28th September
but otherwise continue in
the Small Hall on Satur-

tinues at our 9am Mass
this Sunday. The rota for
helpers is at the back of
the church.

days.
New members are al-
ways welcome.

Parish
G

Open after Mass
on Sunday

Cards and Gifts
are available

Py
Church Library

\\/

Borrow from our
extensive collection
available in the
Chureh Hall

My dear parishioners,

Bishop Robson has asked that St John’s, Perth
takes care now of the Polish Community in Dundee
centred in St Joseph’s Church. This will mean we are
responsible for a 6th Sunday Mass each weekend in
Dundee. So, overall we have 7 Masses each Saturday/
Sunday. (1 Morning Mass on Saturday and a further
6 over the weekend). As, Parish Priest, I intend to
monitor the reasonableness of this closely.

As, I have indicated before immediately after my
arrival issues with the Church heating system needed
addressed. It is a work in progress. I have indicated
to the Diocesan Fabric & Finance board that we may
seek permission to spend around £35,000 to do more
than simply mend and patch.

A proposal would be to replace pipe work in or-
der to by-pass an undetected constant water leak
and replace and install new radiators following an
analysis of the size of the Church. The house heating
and Church heating are connected something that is
not found elsewhere. I'm sure we can sort this out
to allow our parish Church to continue to reflect the
“Throne of God”, from which God administers His
love, Mercy, Compassion, Forgiveness, Healing and
Blessings upon his Beloved People.

I hope you’ve enjoyed the Summer and I wish all
those pupils and staff starting a new academic year,
especially at our parish school St John’s Academy,
every success and joy.

Always remember, the endeavours of any parish
derive from one source: The Holy Eucharist. How
silently the Lord comes amongst us as food for our
souls. Like a loving embrace, offering gentle encour-
agement, the Lord touches our lives through the Sa-
cred Liturgy. I confidently entrust each and every one
of you to the maternal care of Our Blessed Mother.

Canon Mulholland
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Contemplate the words of CS Lewis from
The Joyful Christian: “There are no ordinary
people. You have never talked to a mere
mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilization —
these are mortal, and their life is to ours as
the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom
we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and
exploit — immortal horrors or everlasting
splendours.

This does not mean that we are to be perpetu-
ally solemn. We must play. But our merriment
must be of that kind (and it is, in fact, the
merriest kind) which exists between people
who have, from the outset, taken each other
seriously — no flippancy, no superiority, no
presumption. And our charity must be a real
and costly love, with deep feeling for the sins
in spite of which we love the sinner — no mere
tolerance or indulgence which parodies love
as flippancy parodies merriment.

Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, your
neighbour is the holiest object presented to
your senses.”

Thus, due to the dignity of our neighbour
please be mindful of the Holy Mass Etiquette
here in St John’s.

For today’s liturgy

Responsorial Psalm
O Lord, you have been our refuge
from one generation to the next.

Gospel Acclamation
I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt
from my Father.

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

How we act at Mass should help us pray, listen
and worship as well as help our neighbours do
the same.

We should remember:
1. That Mass is holy.

2. To be on time. It is distracting when
people arrive late to Mass. If you are
delayed or late, be thoughtful of others so
as not to disturb those already into the
prayer of the Mass.

To turn mobile phones off.

4. To remove chewing gum from your
mouth AND dispose of it in a PROPER
manner (not on the floor or pews).

5. To genuflect toward the tabernacle
before sitting down. Genuflecting is
bending the right knee to the floor and
rising up again. If one is physically
incapable of genuflecting, they should
instead make a profound bow.

The purpose of this is to show respect to
our King and to acknowledge His Presence
in the tabernacle.

6. To sit quietly. Once we have found a seat,
we should sit or kneel quietly to pray or
meditate. This is not the time to socialise
with our friends. If we must talk quietly,
we should make it brief. The purpose of
this is again to show respect for the
Blessed Sacrament, and to show that WE
BELIEVE HE IS TRULY PRESENT—Body,
Blood, Soul and Divinity! If we do not
believe this, we need to be considerate
of those who do, and use the quiet time
to contemplate this Truth.

7. To stay until the end of Mass. Judas was
the first one to leave Mass early at the
Last Supper. Let us not follow in his
footsteps. Mass ends when the priest says:
“The Mass is ended, go in peace” and we
say: “Thanks be to God.” It is most polite
to stay in our pews until the end of the
recessional hymn. Emergencies will arise
from time to time; in such cases, we
should be as discreet as possible so as
not to disrupt the Mass that has not yet
ended. Courtesy and manners cost you
nothing.

To reverently, gently, and silently leave
the church. Again, this is to show respect
of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.
There is a custom where some stay
several minutes after in thanksgiving

for the Eucharist they have just received;
the church should also be quiet out of
respect for this deep union taking place.
We can talk all we want once we are
outside, and we are encouraged to meet
each other at the coffee & tea in the hall
after our Sunday Mass.

Perth &

food b%lk

Perth and Kinross
Foodbank Appeal

To all our lovely
supporters, we really
need your help! There
has been a huge dip in
amount of food donated
and 20% increase in
food parcels handed out.
The Foodbank is cur-
rently running very low
on the following items:
Pasta Sauce, Packet
Pasta Meals, Tinned or
Packet Puddings, Tinned
Tomatoes, Jam, UHT
milk. Please consider
popping one of these
items into our perma-
nent collection points in
the supermarkets or at
the back of the Church.

Justice
and Peace

“We must speak to
them with our hands
by giving, before we
try to speak to them
with our lips.”

Saint Peter Claver S.J

Peter Claver was a Cata-
lan Spanish Jesuit priest.
Whilst a seminarian in
Colombia he witnessed
the harsh conditions and
brutal treatment of Afri-
can slaves being bought
to the New World and
sold. Upon his ordination
he committed his min-
istry to those in slavery,
and over 40 years would
enter newly arrived slave
ships offering comfort,
food, and medicine
where he could. He
would accompany slaves
to the market where they
were sold, and travelled
round the slave estates
visiting them. On these
visits he made a point

of avoiding hospitality
offered by slave owners,
preferring to stay in the
slave quarters.

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth



