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St John the Baptist's, Perth

SUNDAY HOLY MASS
4pm (anticipated Sunday Mass)

SACRAMENT of CONFESSION
6pm-6.30pm on Tuesdays
& following 10am Mass

on Saturdays

Year C

18th August 2019

20th Sunday of the Year

We can easily be duped
into thinking that Christi-
anity is essentially about
being nice and keeping
others happy. The deeper
Christian understanding
of compassion however
is something altogether
different. Its original
word in Greek means this
strange combination of
rage and empathy: it’s
a feeling that galvanises
us into action; it liter-
ally means “to have one’s
bowels churn™! It is a gut
feeling which moves us
to action. True compas-
sion leads us to speak out
about injustice; it leads us
to protest. It cannot re-
main silent in the face of
evil. It does not just take
pity on those who are suf-
fering, but revolts at the
causes of that suffering
and seeks to change those
causes. It does not sim-
ply lead us to comfort the
disturbed. It also leads
us to disturb the comfort-
able. True compassion
never sacrifices truth but
speaks it out loud and
clear.  But sometimes
our sense of pity for oth-
ers can become a mask

for our failure to declare
the truth. It is easier to
be nice to someone than
to stand against the pre-
vailing trends even when
they might be destructive.
And at worst then our
faith becomes a private,
personal matter rather
than a public, social force
which it must also be for
it to be legitimate.

Today’s readings chal-
lenge us with the implicit
question of are we con-
cerned with being accept-
able or are we concerned
about affirming the truth
of things? But standing
up for truth comes at a
price. It will not always
be welcome; it will sepa-
rate us. And that is not so
comfortable.

In our first reading the
prophet Jeremiah knew
this. He knew that in war
the first victim is truth.
He did not go along with
the propaganda of the rul-
ers which was designed
to keep up the inhabit-
ants’ morale, to keep
them feeling good. He
said it as he saw it. That
truth was disturbing and
bad for morale. And so,

20th Sunday of the Year

Responsorial Psalm

Lord, come to my aid!

Gospel Acclamation

Open our hearts, O Lord,
to accept the words of your Son
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he was considered a trai-
tor and treated as such.

In some ways, Chris-
tians are called to be trai-
tors, too: traitors to the
lies peddled around us as
to what makes a fully hu-
man life. We are called to
be traitors in the face of the
many messages we receive
about what makes for hap-
piness. We are the traitors
of a society which is built
on the ethic of greed, or
consumerism or self-inter-
est. But as Jesus reminds
us today to be a traitor is to
be treated as such. Are we
prepared to follow that way
- his way? Jesus’ compas-
sion, his willingness to
speak the truth, came at a
price. Is it a price we are
willing to pay? A hard
question is given us this
day by our liturgy.

@StJohnRCPerth

Truth comes at a price

PROMET
-JGBEMFIII

In order to be truthful
We must do more

than speak the truth

We must also hear truth.
We must also re-

ceive truth.

We must also act upon
truth

We must also

search for truth

The difficult truth

Within us and around us.

We must devote
ourselves to truth.
Otherwise

we are dishonest

And our lives

are mistaken

God grant us the
strength and the courage
1o be truthful.

Michael Leunig

Canon Mulholland

Teas after the
11am Mass
on Sunday

and 10am Mass

on Tuesdays

Scotland

ALIFE
WORTH
LIVING

Prayers

In your charity, please
pray for the repose of the
souls of those who have
died recently and for all
whose anniversaries oc-
cur about this time.
Recently dead:
Raymond Lynagh
Anniversaries:
Zack Ploetner, Maureen
Wallace, Annie Canning,
Jimmy Canning, Peter
Gowran, Catherine Mac-
Donald, Mary and Tony
Ward

Fidelium animae per
misericordiam Dei req-
uiescant in pace. Amen.

www.dunkelddiocese.org.uk



W obronie wolnosci

Jednym z  najtrud-
niejszych fragmentow
Ewangelii jest ten, w

ktorym Chrystus mowi, ze
z chwila opowiedzenia si¢
po Jego stronie mozemy
si¢ spotka¢ z nieprzyjaz-
nym podejsciem nawet
o0sob najblizszych. Obiek-
tywnie jest to zrozumiale.
Gdyby do domu przyszedt
Syn Boga, ojciec, matka,
tes¢, teSciowa 1 wszyscy
domownicy powiedzieliby:
,Ciebie stuchamy”. 1 nie
byloby rozdwojenia, dlat-
ego ze nikt nie zamierzatby
odrzuca¢ autorytetu Boga.
Ale  obecnie  przyjscie
Chrystusa do domu odby-
wa si¢ W sposob niewidzi-
alny. Jeden w Niego uwi-
erzy i bedzie On dla niego
najwyzszym autorytetem, a
inny — nawet w tym samym
domu - nie uwierzy. I
zaczynaja si¢ konflikty. Ten,

Spowiedz i Msza $w.
W kazda niedzielg ist-
nieje mozliwo$¢ skorzys-
tania z Sakramentu Spow-
iedzi od godz. 4:15pm.
Zapraszamy do regularne;j
spowiedzi i do pelnego
uczestnictwa we Mszy
sSw. Msza $w. w kazda
niedziele o godz. Spm.

Liturgia dziecieca

Rozpoczynajac  nowy
rok szkolny i katechetyc-
zny 2019/20 zapraszam
wszystkie dzieci na ich
Msze $w. potaczone
z liturgia dla dzieci w
kazda pierwsza niedzielg
miesigca. Najblizsza
Msza $w. dla dzieci
bedzie 1 wrzesnia 2019 r.
0 godz. Spm. Do zobacze-
nial!!!

Zapisy dzieci do
klasy pierwszo-ko-
munijnej po polsku
Dzieci, ktore w roku
szkolnym 2019/20 beda
W procesie przygotow-
ania do Pierwszej Spow-
iedzi i Komunii $w. i ich
Rodzice zycza sobie by
ich program przygotow-
ania odbywat si¢ po pol-
sku mozna je juz zgtaszac¢

kto si¢ opowie po stronie
Chrystusa, musi si¢ z Nim
liczy¢. Chrystus za$§ wzy-
wa do wielkiej wolnosci,
a w takich ukfadach konf-
likty sa nieuniknione. Jak
nalezy si¢ zachowywac? Co
zrobié, zeby z naszej strony
nie bylo podzialéw? Trze-
ba umie¢ kocha¢ wszyst-
kich. Tak jak stonce swym
blaskiem otacza kazdego,
tak i cztowiek, ktory stoi
po stronie Boga, powinien
podejmowaé trud kocha-
nia wszystkich i nikogo
nie wylaczaé z tej mitosci.
To zadanie nie jest takie
trudne. Nawet jezeli jaka$
mito$¢ jest trudna, mozna
na dystans traktowaé da-
nego czlowieka i modli¢
si¢ za niego. Jezeli si¢ za
niego pomodlimy, serce
juz go kocha i sprawa jest
prosta. Trudniejsza jest
mitos¢, ktora nie chee robic

do klasy pierwszo-komu-
nijnej wypelniajac spec-
jalny formularz. Zajecia
dla tej grupy beda si¢
odbywaé¢ wg. programu
jaki jest stosowany w
Polsce w Archidiecez;ji
Krakowskiej. Spotkania
tej grupy beda w jednaj
z sal obok Holu parafi-
alnego. Terminy 1 ilo$¢
spotkan bedzie omawiana
na pierwszym, organiza-
cyjnym spotkaniu z Rod-
zicami. Po ukonczeniu
catego programu Rodzice
mogg zdecydowacé gdzie i
kiedy chca by ich dziecko
przystapito do Sakramen-
tu Pierwszej Komunii §w.
Moze to by¢ na polskiej
Mszy $w. w niedzielg
w Parafii $w. Jana Chr-
zciciela lub tez istnieje
mozliwo$é przyjecia
Pierwszej Komunii $w. w
Polsce za specjalnym po-
zwoleniem ksiedza kate-
chety. Termin przyjmow-
ania zgloszen uptywa
wraz z zamknigciem
peinej klasy tj. 20 osob.
Zajecia rozpoczng si¢ od
wrzesnia. Wszelkie in-
formacje mozna uzyskac
dzwonigc pod numer tel-
efonu 01738 564 182.

wyjatkow; w tym znacze-
niu, ze jednego si¢ kocha
bardziej, a drugiego mniej.
Jezeli na przyktad rodzice
kochaja  jedno  dziecko
bardziej, a drugie mniej, to
to drugie blyskawicznie to
odkrywa i czgsto wedruje
przez zycie poranione brak-
iem mitosci. Mito$¢ powin-
na by¢ sprawiedliwa. Tylko
wtedy, gdy sprawiedliwo$é
jest zachowana, mito$¢ jest
prawdziwa.

Ktopot jednak jest wow-
czas, gdy ludzie, ktorzy sa
oboknas, chcg nas zniewoli¢
i podporzadkowac  so-
bie. Wielu uwaza, ze
postuszenstwo polega na
tym, Ze ktos jest prowadzo-
ny na smyczy i prowadzacy
decyduje o tym, jak dluga
jest smycz i w jaki sposob
cztowiek poddany win-
ien by¢ podlegly. Takie
postuszenstwo nie ma nic
wspolnego z Ewangelia.
Ludzie czgsto tym, ktorzy

Sakrament Bierzmowania
- zapisy na rok szkolny
2019/20

Rozpoczyna sig
sktadanie podan do klasy
dla  przygotowujacych
si¢ do Sakramentu Bier-
zmowania w roku szkol-
nym 2019/20. Bierzmow-
anie w naszej parafii
odbedzie si¢ 20 listopada
2019 r. o godz. 7:00pm.
Szafarzem  bierzmow-
ania bedzie Ordynariusz
naszej Diecezji Dunkeld
Biskup Stephen Robson.
Wszystkich zainteresow-
anych prosimy o kontakt
z Fr Bogdanem osobiscie
lub telefonicznie. Nr tel.
01738 564182

Spotkanie Ministrantow
mtodszych i kandydatow

Wszystkich Minis-
trantéw Mlodszych oraz
Kandydatow zapraszam
na spotkanie 23 sierpnia
2019 r. od godz. 6:30pm
do 7:30pm w kosciele.
Prosz¢  rodzicow o
to by wszyscy mogli
uczestniczy¢ w tym spot-
kaniu, bo jest to spotkanie
o charakterze formacyj-
no-liturgicznym, a zatem
bardzo wazne.

podporzadkowa¢ si¢ nie
chca, zaczynaja smycza
wymierza¢ razy. I bywa
nawet tak, ze plecy sa po-
ranione z tego powodu.
Czasami widzimy to nawet
w relacjach ludzi dorostych.
Pan Jezus, ktory przyszedt
po to, by nas zbawi i
wezwaé do postuszenstwa
Ojcu, tez mial ciagle t¢
perspektywe. Nie poszedt
jednak na smyczy Heroda
ani Pilata; nie poszedt
takze na smyczy Annasza,
Kajfasza czy Sanhedrynu.
Nie zgodzit si¢ na to dlat-
ego, gdyz shuchat Ojca i
szedt przez ziemskie zycie,
zachowujac swg wolnosc.
Nie nalezy si¢ zatem dziwic,
7e ci wyzej wymienieni
owa smycz, gdy na nig nie
uwiazali Jezusa, wykorzys-
tali, azeby Go biczowac.
Wihasnie o takich ukfadach,
w ktorych trzeba broni¢
swojej  wolnosci, moOwi
dzisiejsza Ewangelia. Wie-

Religia dla
maluchéw...

Centrum  Edukacyjne
»Bajka” w Perth, wraz z
ks. Bogdanem zapraszaja
dzieci w wieku od 3 do
4 lat na lekcje religii.
Zajecia beda sie odbywaé
w soboty raz w miesigcu
o godz. llam. Wigcej
informacji pod nr tel
07757774012. Zaprasza-
my!!!

Uczestnicy
Ekstremalnej Drogi
Krzyzowej
Zapraszamy do udziatu
we Mszy $§w. w niedziele
1 wrze$nia 2019 r. 0 godz.
Spm w naszej $wigtyni,
ktora bedzie odprawiana
w intencji  wszystkich
uczestnikow  Ekstrem-
alnej Drogi Krzyzowej
i ich rodzin. Po Mszy
Sw. bedzie spotkanie
w radosci zaréwno dla
uczestnikow jak 1 tych
ktérzy byliby chetni w
przysztodci uczestniczy¢
w tymze wydarzeniu. Pro-
simy o zabranie ze sobg
co$ do jedzenia i picia.

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk  Discover us @StJohnRCPerth

NIEDZIELNA REFLEKSJA NAD SLOWEM BOZYM ...

lu $wietych zyto w takich
relacjach. Szczegolnie $w.
Franciszek miat ostry kon-
flikt z ojcem. Nie zgodzit
si¢ na to, by pemi¢ wolg
ojca. Jako dorosty cztowiek
chciat stucha¢ Chrystusa
i dlatego konflikt byt ot-
warty.  Bedziemy  przy
ottarzu. Dzigkujemy wigc
dzis Panu Bogu za to, ze
Zyjemy w $wiecie wolnosci,
ze potrafimy kocha¢ lud-
zi, ze mito$¢ nasza jest

sprawiedliwa albo  tez
bardzo chcemy, aby byta
sprawiedliwa. Prosmy o

site, ktora jest cztowiekowi
potrzebna do konca zycia,
aby zadne wiadze nigdy nie
uwigzaty nas na swoja smy-
cz, bo przeciez wiemy, ze
uktady spoteczne i polityc-
zne na $wiecie tez na tym
polegaja. Prosmy Chrystusa
0 wewngtrzng moc, ktora
pozwoli nam przyja¢ nawet
uderzenia.

Fr Bogdan

Rodzice Dzieci
Pierwszokomunijnych
Rodzicow dzieci
przygotowujacych si¢
do Pierwszej Spowiedzi
i Komunii $w. w klasie
polskiej zapraszam na
spotkanie 28  sierpnia
(§roda) 2019 r. o godz.
7pm. Spotkanie odbegdzie
si¢ w holu parafialnym.

Spowiedz dzieci

Zachgcam rodzicow,
aby dopilnowali by dzie-
ci rozpoczynajace nNOWY
rok szkolny przystapity
rowniez do Sakramentu
Spowiedzi $w. jako przy-
gotowanie do nowego roku
szkolno — katechetycznego
. SpowiedZ mozna odbywaé
w kazdg niedzielg od godz.
4:15pm przed Msza $w.
lub we wtorki od godz.
6pm w czasie adoracji
Najswietszego sakramentu,
oraz w soboty po Mszy §w.
porannej od godz. 10:30am.
Niech ta duchowa odnowa
ich serca bedzie tez pomoca
w zdobywaniu wiedzy i
ich wzroScie duchowym,
ktory jest obowiazkiem
kazdego rodzica i
odpowiedzialno$cig przed
Bogiem.



Collections

4th August 2019

St John’s - £1467.16; Vo-
tives Candles - £84.95;
Church Shop - £21.00 and
Church Papers £2.40.

28th July 2019

St John’s - £1578.02; Vo-
tives Candles - £84.43;
and Church Papers: £2.70.

Second collection

There will be a sec-
ond collection next week
(24/25 August) for the

Bishop’s Mensal Fund
—which supports and up-
keeps our Bishop.
Immaculate

Heart of Mary

The Catholic Church
dedicates the month of
August to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. The Im-
maculate Heart is often
venerated together with
the Sacred Heart of Jesus
(the devotion we celebrate
in June), and with good
reason. Just as the Sacred
Heart represents Christ’s
love for mankind, the Im-
maculate Heart represents
the desire of the Blessed
Virgin to bring all people
to her Son.

Romania Trip

Bingo Tea

St John’s Academy’s
Fairtrade group will
once again be hosting a
Bingo Tea to raise funds
for our annual Romania
Trip. The Bingo Tea will
be held on Saturday, 7
September 2019 at 11am
in the school Assembly
Hall.

Ticket Price: £8 Adult,
£5 Child (includes 2
bingo games, tea/coffee,
sandwiches and cakes).
There will also be a se-
lection of stalls selling
hand-crafted and Fair-
trade gifts open during
event.

Italian classes

Italian Classes for
learners of all stages re-
commence in the Small
Hall on Saturday 24th
August - new members
welcome.

My dear parishioners,

Bishop Robson has asked that St John’s, Perth
takes care now of the Polish Community in Dundee
centred in St Joseph’s Church. This will mean we are
responsible for a 6th Sunday Mass each weekend in
Dundee. So, overall we have 7 Masses each Saturday/
Sunday. (1 Morning Mass on Saturday and a further
6 over the weekend). As, Parish Priest, I intend to
monitor the reasonableness of this closely.

As, 1 have indicated before immediately after my
arrival issues with the Church heating system needed
addressed. It is a work in progress. I have indicated
to the Diocesan Fabric & Finance board that we may
seek permission to spend around £35,000 to do more
than simply mend and patch.

A proposal would be to replace pipe work in or-
der to by-pass an undetected constant water leak
and replace and install new radiators following an
analysis of the size of the Church. The house heating
and Church heating are connected something that is
not found elsewhere. I'm sure we can sort this out
to allow our parish Church to continue to reflect the
“Throne of God”, from which God administers His
love, Mercy, Compassion, Forgiveness, Healing and
Blessings upon his Beloved People.

I hope you’ve enjoyed the Summer and I wish all
those pupils and staff starting a new academic year,
especially at our parish school St John’s Academy,
every success and joy.

Always remember, the endeavours of any parish
derive from one source: The Holy Eucharist. How
silently the Lord comes amongst us as food for our
souls. Like a loving embrace, offering gentle encour-
agement, the Lord touches our lives through the Sa-
cred Liturgy. I confidently entrust each and every one
of you to the maternal care of Our Blessed Mother.

Canon Mulholland

National Pilgrimage and Mass
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes at Carfin

held in the presence of
the Relics of St Therese of Lisieux

Sunday 1st September
Bus leaves St John’s at 12.15pm
Mass begins at 3 pm

All Parishioners very welcome, please add

name to the list at the back of church

Dunkeld News

The August issue of
Dunkeld News, Bishop
Stephen Robson’s news-
letter, is available FREE
from the church porch.
Please take a copy and
share it as widely as pos-
sible — to the sick and the
elderly, to those who are
enquiring about the Faith
and those who may wish
to return to the Church.

Margaret Sinclair
Pilgrimage

Annual Pilgrimage to
pray for the Beatification
of the Ven. Margaret Sin-
clair:  Sunday, 8th Sep-
tember, 2019 in St Pat-
rick’s Church, Cowgate,
Edinburgh: 2pm Holy
Hour; 3pm Presentation
on the Venerable Marga-
ret Sinclair; 4.30pm Holy
Mass; 5.30pm close.

Catholic Papers
Catholic  newspapers
the Scottish Catholic Ob-
server, Catholic Herald,
Catholic Times etc are
available in the church
porch - please take cop-
ies and share them with
the wider community.

Children’s Liturgy

Children’s Liturgy re-
commences at oour 9am
Mass next Sunday - a copy
of the new Rota is avail-
able on the noticeboard at
the back of the church for
the leaders.

Holy Hour

On Tuesdays, there
will be Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament from
6-7pm, during which
there will be an oppor-
tunity for Confessions.
Mass will follow at 7pm.

Visit of the Relics of St Thérése of
Lisieux to the Diocese of Dunkeld

Wednesday 4 September
Tpm Arrival of the Relics
to St Andrew’s Cathedral with a Liturgy
of Welcome followed
by an Opening Solemn Mass
with a homily by Canon John Udris

Night Prayer of the Church
(after which the Cathedral closes)

9pm

Thursday 5 September

10am  Mass in honour
of St Teresa of Calcutta
followed by Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament
and veneration of the relics

Mass
with a homily by Canon John Udris.

Ipm

Tpm Vespers and Benediction
leading into an all night Vigil
with Rosary, Litany

to St Thérése and devotions

on the hour each hour during the night.

Friday 6 September

7am Mass
(after which the Cathedral closes until 9.45am)
10am  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
and Morning Prayer of the Church
followed by veneration of the relics
Ipm Mass, with the Sacrament of Anointing
After Mass, Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament resumes.
Tpm Holy Hour (with adoration and Benediction)
and address by Canon Udris.
9pm  Night Prayer

(after which the Cathedral closes).

Saturday 7 September

10am  Solemn Mass followed by adoration
and opportunity to venerate the relics.
4pm  Liturgy of Thanksgiving.

Relics then depart for Edinburgh.

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk  Discover us @StJohnRCPerth




Contemplate the words of CS Lewis from
The Joyful Christian: “There are no ordinary
people. You have never talked to a mere
mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilization —
these are mortal, and their life is to ours as
the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom
we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and
exploit — immortal horrors or everlasting
splendours.

This does not mean that we are to be perpetu-
ally solemn. We must play. But our merriment
must be of that kind (and it is, in fact, the
merriest kind) which exists between people
who have, from the outset, taken each other
seriously — no flippancy, no superiority, no
presumption. And our charity must be a real
and costly love, with deep feeling for the sins
in spite of which we love the sinner — no mere
tolerance or indulgence which parodies love
as flippancy parodies merriment.

Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, your
neighbour is the holiest object presented to
your senses.”

Thus, due to the dignity of our neighbour
please be mindful of the Holy Mass Etiquette
here in St John’s.

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

How we act at Mass should help us pray, listen
and worship as well as help our neighbours do
the same.

We should remember:
1. That Mass is holy.

2. To be on time. It is distracting when
people arrive late to Mass. If you are
delayed or late, be thoughtful of others so
as not to disturb those already into the
prayer of the Mass.

3. To turn mobile phones off.

4. To remove chewing gum from your
mouth AND dispose of it in a PROPER
manner (not on the floor or pews).

5. To genuflect toward the tabernacle
before sitting down. Genuflecting is
bending the right knee to the floor and
rising up again. If one is physically
incapable of genuflecting, they should
instead make a profound bow.

The purpose of this is to show respect to
our King and to acknowledge His Presence
in the tabernacle.

6. To sit quietly. Once we have found a seat,
we should sit or kneel quietly to pray or

meditate. This is not the time to socialise

with our friends. If we must talk quietly,

we should make it brief. The purpose of

this is again to show respect for the

Blessed Sacrament, and to show that WE

BELIEVE HE IS TRULY PRESENT—Body,

Blood, Soul and Divinity! If we do not

believe this, we need to be considerate

of those who do, and use the quiet time

to contemplate this Truth.

7. To stay until the end of Mass. Judas was
the first one to leave Mass early at the
Last Supper. Let us not follow in his
footsteps. Mass ends when the priest says:
“The Mass is ended, go in peace” and we
say: “Thanks be to God.” It is most polite
to stay in our pews until the end of the
recessional hymn. Emergencies will arise
from time to time; in such cases, we
should be as discreet as possible so as
not to disrupt the Mass that has not yet
ended. Courtesy and manners cost you
nothing.

8. To reverently, gently, and silently leave
the church. Again, this is to show respect
of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.
There ,is a custom where some stay
several minutes after in thanksgiving for
the Eucharist they have just received;
the church should also be quiet out of
respect for this deep union taking place.
We can talk all we want once we are
outside, and we are encouraged to meet
each other at the coffee & tea in the hall
after our Sunday Mass.

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth



