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My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ

he Magi did not come empty handed.
And neither should we. Jesus, the Son

of God, the second person of the Trinity,
does not need gold, frankincense and myrrh.
All creation does his bidding. But he does want
us to give back, for our own sake, to demon-
strably express our gratitude, to get some skin
in the game. Our gifts, our tithes, our charity,
our service - all don’t buy us God’s love and
our redemption. Those are gifts outright. The
Magi did not bribe the star to lead them to Je-
sus. They did not bribe Mary and Joseph to see
their child. They humbly laid their gifts at the
feet of the new-born king in adoration, in grati-
tude and in awe. And so should we.

Epiphany of Our Lord
6th January 2019

And then there’s Herod.
The world has seen his
like so many times before
and since. In his self-cen-
tred soul, the Epiphany
is all about him. It is an
opportunity to eliminate
a potential rival, no mat-
ter what the cost. Deceit,
deception, mass mur-
der: these are things that
happen to other people.
They’re the average ty-
rant’s cost of doing busi-
ness.

Haven’t we all got even
the tiniest touch of Herod
in us? We take life on our
terms. We are the arbiters
of good and evil. And
what we think is going to
be good for us, we almost
always see as the obvious
good. We don’t operate on
the same scale or with the
same rapacity as Herod,
but we let our egos lead
us around by the nose.
Epiphany is a good time
to alter that course. Only
Jesus is the way, the truth
and the light. It is time to

follow the star to Jesus.
The Magi did not journey
alone. They journeyed to-
gether. And so should we.
Jesus is waiting. In joyful
praise and adoration, let’s
follow the star together.

Wishing you and your
loved ones a blessed
Christmas and a year
full of grace in 2019

Canon Mulholland
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Dear brothers and sisters, the glory of the Lord
has shone upon us, and shall ever be
manifest among us, until the day of His return.

Through the rhythms of times and seasons
let us celebrate the mysteries of salvation.

Let us recall the year’s culmination, the Easter
Triduum of the Lord: His Last Supper, His Crucifixion
and Death, His Burial, and His Rising, celebrated
between the evening of the 18th day of April
and the evening of the 20th day of April,
Easter Sunday being on the 21st day of April.

Each Easter, as on each Sunday, the Holy Church

makes present the great and saving deed by which

Christ has forever conquered sin and death. From
Easter are reckoned all the days we keep holy.

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent,
will occur on the 6th day of March.

The Ascension of the Lord will be commemorated
on the 30th day of May.

Pentecost, the joyful conclusion of the season of
Easter, will be celebrated on the 9th day of June.

And this year the First Sunday of Advent
will be on the 1st day of December.

Likewise the pilgrim Church proclaims
the Passover of Christ in the feasts of
the holy Mother of God, in the feasts of
the Apostles and Saints, and in the
commemoration of the faithful departed.

To Jesus Christ, who was, who is,
and who is to come, Lord of time and history,
be endless praise, for ever and ever. Amen

@StJohnRCPerth

Teas after the
11am Mass
on Sunday

and 10am Mass

on Tuesdays

Priests
Scotland

A LIFE
WORTH
LIVING

The blessing of homes
takes place either on the
Feast of the Epiphany or
during the weeks follow-
ing. One way of doing
this is with chalk that
has been blessed during
the Epiphany Eucharist.
The blessed home is an
invitation for the Christ to
be manifest to those who
live in or visit the home.

Happy Epiphany!

Prayers

In your charity, please
pray for the repose of the
souls of those who have
died recently and for all
whose anniversaries oc-
cur about this time.

Anniversaries: Mau-
reen and George Wallace,
Lusy & Jimmy Canning,
Tom & Elizabeth Mul-
downie and Mary Arkles

Fidelium animae per
misericordiam Dei req-
uiescant in pace. Amen
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,Powstan, Swie¢, Jeru-
zalem, bo przyszto twe
$wiatto 1 chwata Pana
rozbtyska nad tobg”. Tymi
stowami rozpoczely sie
czytania dnia dzisiejszego.
Stowa te zostaly zapisane
w Ksigdze Izajasza, w jej
trzeciej czgsci, ktorg pr-
zypisujemy prorokowi
zyjacemu w czasach po
niewoli babilonskiej. Czgs¢
wygnancow powrdcita
do kraju i podjeta w nim
nielatwa odbudowe. Wsrod
licznych przeciwnosci
ludzie pytali o wypelnienie
si¢ wspanialych zapowied-
zi, ktore znamy z drugiej
czesSci Ksiggi Izajasza, a
ktore wypowiedzial jeszc-
ze w Babilonii nieznany
nam z imienia prorok,
zapowiadajac  tryumfalny
powrdt do ojczyzny.

Nauczanie, z ktorego
zaczerpnigto dzisiejsze
czytanie, odpowiadato
na te pytania. Bog
zrealizowal czg¢$¢ zapow-
iedzi 1 sprowadzil swoj
narod z powrotem do
obiecanej ziemi. Obietnice
jednak dotyczyly szer-
okiej perspektywy czasu,
a ich dalszej realizacji i

szczesliwej przysztosci
po powrocie stangly na
przeszkodzie grzechy

ludzi, ktérzy nie odpow-
iedzieli wiernoscia na do-
bro ze strony Boga. Bog
jednak nie zrezygnowal z
obietnic, dlatego prorok je
jedynie jakby prolongowat.
Wszystkie si¢ wypetnia,
i to jeszcze wspanialej,

ale nastapi to dopiero w
czasach mesjanskich. Ze
Starego i Nowego Testa-
mentu wiemy, ze spelnienie
si¢ zapowiedzi prorockich
dokonalo si¢ w Jezusie
Chrystusie na sposéb du-
chowy. Dlatego zapowi-
adane $wiatlo i chwata nie
dotycza Jerozolimy jako
rzeczywistosci  historyc-
znej i geograficznej, ale
duchowej rzeczywistosci
Kosciota, w ktoérym reali-
zuje si¢ teologiczne znac-
zenie stolicy Izraela. Ob-
jawienie si¢ Boga, ktory
przyszedl do nas w ludzk-
iej naturze jako wcielony
Syn Bozy, jest $wiatlem,
ktore oswieca ludzkos$¢ i
powoluje wszystkich do
chwaty. Dzi§ to objawie-
nie Boze staje si¢ przed-
miotem naszego szczegOl-
nego rozwazania. Czytajac
Mateuszowy opis poklonu
medrcow, upewniamy
si¢ o prawdziwosci stow,
ktore napisal $w. Pawet
0 objawieniu si¢ tajem-
nicy Boga: ,Nie byla
ona oznajmiona Ssynom
ludzkim w poprzednich
pokoleniach, tak jak teraz
zostala objawiona przez
Ducha  $wigtym  Jego
apostolom i prorokom,
to znaczy, ze poganie juz
sa  wspoldziedzicami i
wspotczionkami Ciata, 1
wspotuczestnikami  obiet-
nicy w Chrystusie przez
Ewangeli¢”. To, co w
Starym Testamencie za-
rezerwowane bylo dla
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narodu wybranego, stalo
si¢ wlasnoscia wszystkich
ludzi, ktorzy zdecyduja
si¢ wybra¢ na poszuki-
wanie Boga. Opowiadanie
o medrcach daje nam
przyktad takiego poszuki-
wania, ktoére nie zraza si¢
przeciwnos$ciami, a takze
sytuacja, w ktérej na-
jbardziej — zdawatoby si¢
— kompetentni ludzie, jak
krol rezydujacy w Jero-
zolimie, nic nie wiedzg o
narodzonym  Dziecigciu.
Nie powinni$my ustawaé
w dazeniu do Boga i w
realizacji Jego przykazan
takze w takich sytuacjach,
gdy w szeregach ofic-
jalnych przedstawicieli
Kosciota nie znajdujemy
wlasciwych przyktadow, a

nawet mozemy si¢ zgorszy¢
ich postepowaniem.
Nigdy jaki§ zly czyn

chrzescijanina $wieckiego
lub kaptana nie moze by¢
usprawiedliwieniem  za-
niechania dazenia do do-
bra. Mamy przeciez zaw-
sze tak wiele przyktadow
pozytywnych, dlaczego
wigc tak eksponuje si¢
przyktady negatywne, tak
si¢ nimi zajmuje, oglasza i
czyni wrazenie, jakby one
charakteryzowaty caty stan
kaptanski czy wszystkich
wierzacych.

Opowiadanie o megdrcach
poucza nas roOwniez o tym,
ze stworzony przez Boga
$wiat ma nas prowadzié
ku Bogu, jak gwiazda
prowadzila medrcow do

Betlejem. Swicty Pawel

w Liscie do Rzymian
pisze, ze od stworzenia
$wiata niewidzialne pr-
zymioty Boga staly sig
widzialnymi, oczywiscie
nie bezposrednio, ale za
posrednictwem  stworze-
nia, ktore glosi Stworce.
Co wigcej, $w. Pawel
podkresla, ze kto nie potrafi
W stworzonym S$wiecie
rozpoznaé jego Stworcy i
odda¢ Mu chwaly, ten przez
swoje zaciemnienie umystu
doprowadza do zapanow-
ania w nim najnizszych
namie¢tnosci 1 niedorzec-
znego kultu skladanego
stworzeniom.

Niewiara, ktora powotuje
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Spowiedz i
Msza $w.

W kazda niedziele istnie-
je mozliwos$¢ skorzystania
z Sakramentu Spowiedzi od
godz. 4:15pm. Zapraszamy
do regularnej spowiedzi i
do pelnego uczestnictwa
we Mszy $w. Msza $w. w
kazda niedziele o godz.
Spm.

Liturgia dziecieca
W kazda  pierwsza
niedziel¢ miesiaca jest
liturgia Mszy $w. dla dzie-
ci. Najblizsza Msza $w.
dla dzieci bgdzie 3-go lu-
tego2019 r. o godz. Spm.
Serdecznie zapraszamy
wszystkie dzieci!
Children’s Liturgy

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth

si¢ na rzekome osiagnigcia
nauki, nie jest wyrazem
postepu, ale zacofania i
glupoty. Prawdziwa nau-
ka winna tak prowadzic¢
czlowicka do poznania
$wiata, aby na tej drodze
mogt on odkry¢ Boga.

A jezeli wydaje si¢ nam,
jak pierwszym adresatom
stow o Swietle i chwale,
ktora ~ miala  otoczy¢
Jerozolime¢, ze obietnice
Boze zawodza, to najpierw
zastanowmy si¢ nad tym,
na ile nasze postgpowanie

sprawia  zawod  Bogu
i powstrzymuje Jego
blogostawienstwo. Bow-
iem obietnice Boze sa
niezawodne.

Sunday Reflection

Duszpasterskie
odwiedziny -
»Koleda”

Jest juz  mozliwosé
zaproszenia kaptana
z  tradycyjna ,,Wizyta
Koledowg”, by poswigcic¢
mieszkanie na Nowy 2019
Rok. Przygotowujac si¢ do
wizyty postarajmy sig o stot
nakryty biatym obrusem,
na stole umies¢my Pismo
$w. (jesli takowe posi-
adamy), krzyz i $wiece.
Wode $wigcona kaptan pr-
zyniesie ze sobg. Wszelkie
zgloszenia juz teraz mozna
robi¢ dzwoniac do ks.
Bogdana na nr parafialny
01738 564182.

House Blessings



Collections

Last Sunday’s in-
come was: St. John’s
- £1565.18; Votives:
Candles - £160.35 and
Catholic Papers - £7.60.

Union of
Catholic
Mothers

We wish all members
a very Happy New Year-
and look forward to see-
ing everyone on Tuesday
8th January.

Lunch Club

Our Lunch Club will
take a break until Mon-
day 7th January - we
wish all our regulars and
our volunteers a very
Happy Christmas and a
Good New Year.

Union of
Catholic

Mothers

Tuesday 8th, Welcome
back. Mass at 7pm fol-
lowed by Business Meet-
ing. All Welcome

Papal Award

At 7pm, on Monday
7th January, His Lord-
ship Dr Robson will
bestow the Papal award
Pro Ecclesia et Ponti-
fice (for service to the
Church and to the Pope)
to Miss Susan Cas-

B sidy during a service of

Evening Prayer.

All are invited to both
to the Epiphany-tide
Evening Prayer and the
function in the hall after-
wards. We offer our con-
gratulations to Susan on
this Papal Award.

Children’s
Liturgy

Children’s Liturgy will
take a break until Sunday
13th January. Thanks to
all who help support this
important work.

New Rota

The new rota for Read-
ers and Extraordinary
Ministers of the Holy
Eucharist is now avail-
able from the sacristy.

rish
op

Open after Mass

SCOTTISH CATHOLIC

+ OBSERVER

Catholic
Papers

Catholic newspapers,
the Scottish Catholic Ob-
server, Catholic Herald,
Catholic Times etc are
available in the church
porch - please take cop-
ies and share them with
the wider community.

E-Bulletin

Sign up to receive a
copy of the weekly news-
letter by email - keep
in touch when you are
on holiday or unable to
come to Mass. Sign up
- https://www.stjohns-
perth.org.uk/get-st-john-
the-baptists-church-bul-
letin-by-email/ or email
bulletin@stjohns-perth.

Blessed be the politician with
a lofty sense and deep
understanding of his role.

Blessed be the politician who
personally exemplifies credibility.

Blessed be the politician who
works for the common good
and not his or her own interest.

Blessed be the politician
who remains consistent.

Blessed be the politician
who works for unity.

Blessed be the politician
who works to accomplish
radical change.

Blessed be the politician
who is capable of listening.

Blessed be the politician
who is without fear.

Pope Francis
New Year’s Day, 2019

Justice
and Peace

Cry out with a hundred thousand
tongues.

1 see that the world is rotten because
of silence.

on Sunday

i€

ARE YOU GOING TO BE IN HOSPITAL? DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS IN HOSPITAL?

Saint Catherine of Sienna

There are Hospital Visit Request Cards available at the back of the church - and pens.

Please complete the card and hand it to a Pass Keeper



Justice and Peace

- Pastoral Letter on behalf of the Bishops of Scotland

My Dear Brothers
and Sisters in Christ,

Winston Churchill is
quoted as saying that:
“Democracy is the worst
form of government, ex-
cept for all those other
forms that have been
tried.”

Those living in a de-
mocracy can understand
what he means, for of-
ten people feel that they
have no say in determin-
ing what those in power
do, that they are unable
to influence decisions
that affect their lives, that
government is remote
from the people that is
governed.

Good government,
though, is essential, and
democracy, despite its
limitations, does allow
people to work for the
good government that
we need at national and
international level.

For major issues con-
fronting the world today
-such as climate change,
war and conflict, global
poverty, refugees and mi-
grants -cannot be solved
by individuals no matter
how committed.

But that is not to say
that governments can be
left to get on with it.

Those working for jus-
tice and peace, those con-
cerned about saving the
planet, those engaged in
caring for those in need,
can be frustrated by the
policies that govern-
ments put into practice.

Pressure needs to be
put on governments to
persuade them to act in
the common good, with
concern for the whole
of humanity: to act for

Parish website:

peace, -to welcome the
stranger, to care for the
environment, to protect
the unborn and the el-
derly.

To bring about good
government those with a
true Christian spirit need
to engage with politics,
and that means more than
just voting in elections.

Every time there is an
election you get to vote
for a candidate -but that
is not enough.

Who decides who the
candidates are? Who
picks the candidates -the
political parties do. If
you are not involved in
a party you have no say
in that. Unless you are a
party member you can’t
help choose the candi-
dates nor can you help
steer party policy in the
right direction. Those
Catholics therefore who
get involved in party
politics are putting their
faith into action.

Pope Francis has re-
peatedly said that “politi-
cal engagement is one of
the highest expressions
of charity”.

He urges those who
follow Christ to engage
in politics and says that
to do so they need to be
“courageous,  because
politics is a sort of daily
martyrdom: to seek the
common good without
allowing oneself to be
corrupted”. Once elect-
ed, politicians, as we
know, are influenced by
public opinion.

Each of us has to ask
ourselves: How can I in-
fluence public opinion if
I never express an opin-
jon in public? How can
I influence government

www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

and politicians if I never
let them know what I
think?

In a democracy it is
never enough just to al-
low ourselves to be gov-
erned, to presume that
those who make deci-
sions will make the right
decisions, that the values
we have are the values
that they will put into
practice.

Democracy puts an
obligation on the citizen
to be engaged with the
political process, to work
for the good of society,
to be active in trying to
achieve good govern-
ment - and not just leave
it to others.

The followers of Jesus
Christ are called to be
like John the Baptist. He
was a voice crying in the
wilderness.  Christians
are called to be a voice
for the voiceless, a voice
upholding the dignity of
every human person, a
voice proclaimjng the
values of Jesus Christ,
a voice urging govern-
ments and politicians
and those in power to act
always for the common
good of all humanity.

We are that voice:
sometimes we  may
shout, sometimes we
may whisper, but we are
a voice that should never
be silent. May this New
Year be a time of peace
and happiness for you,
your families and for all
of humanity.

With my prayers and
best wishes,
A
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