St John the Baptist's, Perth
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Priests: Very Rev. Steven Canon Mulholland MA STL VE, St John's Presbytery, 20 Melville Street, Perth, PH1 5PY (01738 259371)

and Rev. Bogdan Palka SDS 16 Melville Street Perth PH1 5PY (01738 564182)
Permanent Deacons: Rev. Len Moir (01738 451677) and Rev. Krzysztof Jablonski (07851 735590)

My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ

he fact of Christ’s Incarnation and Nativity
means that the eyes of God do not look at us
from an unimaginably distant and remote
future. In the Incarnate Christ, we are seen by the

eyes of God in the present moment, in the very
heart and core of the present moment.

He gave himself to en-
ter into our human con-
dition there and then, at
a specific time in human
history and in a specific
place. That moment in
time is perpetuated for
all time, and that place is
a universal kingdom so
that He gives of Himself
still in the here and now.

great Christmas Solem-
nity ahead of us, but also
for the eternal world that
is to come. Take time to
consider not merely the
joy of that birth in Beth-
lehem, but also the Good
Friday to come, the East-
er that follows.

Wishing you and your
loved ones a blessed

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Year C

23rd December 2018

Canon Steven,
Father Bogdan,
Deacon Len and
Deacon Krysztof

Wish everyone
a Blessed Christmas

Teas after the
11am Mass
on Sunday

and 10am Mass

on Tuesdays
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Gospel
Acclamation

8

Come, and show the
Father’s glory

538
129

o

Prayers

In your charity, please
pray for the repose of the
souls of those who have
died recently and for all
whose anniversaries oc-
cur about this time.

Recently dead: Faith
Connors, Mary Dalton,
Agnes Mulhern, Alastair
Smith and Marjorie
Rodgers.

Anniversaries: Anne Da-
vidson, James McGou-
gan, Bridget Kelly,

In this here and now: let Christmas and a year full and Christy Kelly and John
us, each one of us, make of grace in 2019 Canning.

the most of this season of a Happy New Year Fidelium animae per
hope by preparing our- misericordiam Dei requi-
selves not only for the Canon Mulholland escant in pace. Amen
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NIEDZIELNA REFLEKSJA NAD SLOWEM BOZYM ...

Maryja, jak styszeli$my
w dzisiejszej Ewangelii,
poszta do swojej krewnej
Elzbiety w  odwiedz-
iny. Poszla, bo Elzbieta
oczekiwata dziecka. Poszla,
bo postanowita przyjs¢ jej
z pomoca. Odleglos¢, ktora
musiata pokonaé, Dbyla
duza. Podréz musiata by¢
trudna, ale Ona podjeta ten
wysiltek, bo tak czuto Jej
serce. Nie moze zostawic
Elzbiety bez pomocy,

dlatego idzie z
pospiechem, niezwlocznie.
Jaka nauka plynie dla nas z
tej sytuacji? Przede wszyst-
kim postawmy sobie kilka
pytan. Czy znamy droge
do naszych bliskich? Czy
znamy drogg do tych, do
ktorych  powinni$Smy ja
znac¢? Czy zona zna droge
do meza? Czy maz zna
droge do zony? Czy rod-
zice znaja droge do dzieci
i odwrotnie? Wydaje sig,
ze najpierw nalezy zapytac,

Duszpasterskie
odwiedziny -
,Koleda”

Zaraz po $wigtach bedzie
mozliwosé Zaprosze-
nia kaptana z tradycyjna
,»Wizyta Koledows”, by
poswigcié mieszkanie
na Nowy 2019 Rok.
Przygotowujac si¢ do wiz-
yty postarajmy si¢ o stot
nakryty biatym obrusem,
na stole umie$¢my Pismo
$w. (jesli takowe posiada-
my), krzyz i $wiece.

Wode $wigcona kaptan
przyniesie ze sobg. Wsze-
lkie zgloszenia juz teraz
mozna robi¢ dzwonigc do
ks. Bogdana na nr parafi-
alny 01738 564182.

czy znamy drog¢ do Boga.
Niedlugo bedziemy ob-
chodzili $wigta Bozego
Narodzenia — tajemnicg
przyjscia Boga do lud-
zi. Bog znalazt droge
do czlowieka. T3 droga
byla Maryja. Ale Bog nie
moglby zejs¢ do cztowieka,
gdyby wczesniej Mary-
ja nie znalazta drogi do
Boga. Wida¢ to wyraznie

w  okrzyku  Elzbiety,
ktora powiedziata:
,,Blogostawiona jestes,

ktoras uwierzyta, ze spetnia
si¢ slowa powiedziane Ci
od Pana”. U poczatkow
poszukiwania drogi do
Stworcy byta wiara Maryi
w stowo wypowiedziane
przez Boga. Uwierzyla,
dlatego Bog mogl przyjsé
na ziemi¢. Podobnie jest
z nami. Jesli znajdzie-
my droge do Boga, to z
pewnoscia  odnajdziemy
tez droge do drugiego
czlowieka. Maryja idzie z

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

pospiechem do Elzbiety.
To konkretny czyn. I my,
jesli tylko znamy droge
do Boga, mozemy i$¢ z
pospiechem do drugiego
czlowieka. Z droga do
drugiego czlowieka taczy
si¢ rado$¢. Jej zrodtem
jest Bog, ktory napelnia
serce czlowieka chcacego
wspiera¢  blizniego. Nie
ustawajmy wigc w trosce
o wiar¢ w Boze stowo. Z
wiary rodzi si¢ pragnienie
szukania drogi do dru-
giego czlowieka. I chod
czasem trzeba pokonac
wiele przeszkdéd — jak na
przyktad w  wedréwce
Maryi do Elzbiety — to jed-
nak warto. A nawet trzeba.
Uczyhmy wszystko, aby
wcigz na nowo odnajdywac
drogg do serc bliskich nam
0s0b.

Sunday Reflection

Koncert Koled

W imieniu choru dziecigcego ,,.Spiewajace
Aniotki” zapraszam na koncert koled w
Niedziele Swietej Rodziny
tj. 30 grudnia o godz. 4.30pm
pot godziny przed Mszq sw.

Ponadto beda oni $piewac koledy przed
kazda Mszg §w. poczawszy od Swigt Bozego
Narodzenia, az do Niedzieli Objawienia

Panskiego — 6 stycznia 2019 roku.

Zapraszamy do udziatu!

Carol Concert - 4.30pm, 30th December

Swieta i Nowy Rok 2019 — Msze $w. po polsku

24 grudnia 2018 r. ,,Pasterka” o godz. 9pm

25 grudnia 2018 r. Boze Narodzenie
Msza $w. o godz. 1pm

26 grudnia 2018 Swieto $w. Szczepana
Msza $w. o godz.12pm

1 Stycznia Nowy Rok 2018
- Msza $w. o godz. 12pm

Odnowienie
przyrzeczen i
btogostawienstwo

matzonkow

W niedziele $w. Rodz-
iny 30 grudnia 2018 w
naszej polskiej wspolnocie
Szanowni  Matzonkowie
odnowia swoje przyrzec-
zenia malzenskie i przez
wstawiennictwo  Swietej
Rodziny z  Nazaretu
udzielg wszystkim parom
malzenskim obecnym na
Eucharystii  specjalnego
blogostawienstwa na Nowy
2019 Rok. Dlatego juz dzi-
siaj zapraszam do udzialu
we Mszy §w. w tym dniu
wszystkie dostojne pary
malzenskie.

A blessing for newly
married couples

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth

Liturgia dziecieca
W kazdag  pierwsza
niedziele miesigca jest
liturgia Mszy $w. dla dzie-
ci. Najblizsza Msza $w. dla
dzieci bedzie 6-go styc-
znia 2019 r. o godz. Spm.
Serdecznie zapraszamy
wszystkie dzieci!

Children’s Liturgy



CHRISTMAS SERVICES

IN ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, PERTH

Saturday 22nd December
5-6pm - Sacrament of Confession
6.30pm - Anticipated Holy Mass for Sunday

4th Sunday of Advent - Sunday 23rd
Sunday 9am, and 11am, Spm (in Polish) and 6.30pm

Christmas Eve - Monday 24th
10am - Holy Mass in English

Holy Mass in Polish, 9pm

Holy Mass in English - 12 Midnight
preceded by Carols from 11.40pm

Christmas Day - Tuesday 25th

Nativity of the Lord
Holy Day of Obligation
9am & 11am - Holy Mass in English
Ipm - Holy Mass in Polish

Feast of St Stephen - Wednesday 26th

10am - Holy Mass in English
12 noon - Holy Mass in Polish

Feast of St John the Apostle - Thursday 27th

10am - Holy Mass in English
4.30pm - Syro-Malabar Mass

Feast of the Holy Innocents - Friday 28th
10am - Holy Mass in English

Feast of the St Thomas Becket - Saturday 29th

10am - Holy Mass in English
5-6pm - Sacrament of Confession
6.30pm - Anticipated Holy Mass for Sunday

The Holy Family - Sunday 30th
9am, 11am, S5pm (in Polish) and 6.30pm

New Year Holy Masses - Tuesday 1st January
10am - Holy Mass in English
12pm - Holy Mass in Polish

Collections

Last Sunday’s in-
come was: St. John’s
- £1291.46; Votives:
Candles - £85.17; Catho-
lic Papers - £15.07 and
Church Shop - £50.

Papal Award

On Monday 7th Janu-
ary, His Lordship Dr
Robson will bestow the
Papal award Pro Eccle-
sia et Pontifice (for ser-
vice to the Church and to
the Pope) to Miss Susan
Cassidy during a service
of Evening Prayer.

All are invited to both
to the Epiphany-tide
Evening Prayer and the
function in the hall after-
wards. We offer our con-
gratulations to Susan on
this Papal Award.

Christmas Card
Drop off and

collection

There is a stand out-
side the Church
Shop for you to leave
your cards and to check
those which have been
left for you to collect.
Please fully address the
envelopes with the per-
son’s full name and ad-
dress recognisable.

Parish
Sal{asp

Open after Mass
on Sunday

In stock now
Advent Calendars
Christmas Cards

and gifts

Indian Mass

A Syro-Malabar Rite
Mass will be celebrated
in St John’s on Thurs-
day 27th December, at
4.30pm, followed by re-
freshments in the Church
Hall

Lunch Club

Our Lunch Club will
take a break until Mon-
day 7th January - we
wish all our regulars and
our volunteers a very
Happy Christmas and a
Good New Year.

Children’s

Liturgy

Children’s Liturgy will
take a break until Sunday
13th January. Thanks to
all who help support this
important work.

Union of
Catholic
Mothers

S

We wish all members
Happiness, Peace and
Joy this Christmas.

New Rota

The new rota for Read-
ers and Extraordinary
Minsters of the Holy
Eucharist is now avail-
able from the sacristy.

The Outside
Crib

The Keep In Touch
Group wish to thank,
John Blyth and Frank
McGarrie without whose
advice, help and generos-
ity our little idea would
never have become a re-
ality.

To Wilson and Andrew
Bruce for their electrical
expertise and support and
to the Church Choir for
their generous donation
from their September
Concert.

We are delighted to
join with the other City
Centre Churches to focus
on the meaning of Christ-
mas and bring it to the
people in Perth.

ARE YOU GOING TO BE IN HOSPITAL? DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS IN HOSPITAL?

There are Hospital Visit Request Cards available at the back of the church - and pens.

Please complete the card and hand it to a Pass Keeper



Pope Francis’ Christmas Message 2018

My Dear Brothers
and Sisters 1n Christ,

Pope Francis’ catechesis on Christmas was fo-
cused on the idea of “surprises.” While the world
insists on exchanging presents, the Holy Father
asked, “what gifts and surprises would God

want?”

Looking back at the
first Christmas, the Pope
said it was “full of sur-
prises,” for Mary, for
Joseph. From the An-
gel’s announcement of
Mary’s pregnancy, to the
Flight into Egypt, that
first Christmas “brought
unexpected changes” to
their lives.

“But it was in the mid-
dle of the night of Christ-
mas,” Pope Francis said,
“that the biggest surprise
of all arrived: The Most
High is a little baby.”
Christmas, he  said,

Parish website:

means celebrating the
“unprecedented things of
God,” or rather, “the un-
precedented God.”

The Pope said that “do-
ing Christmas” means
“welcoming on earth the
surprises of heaven.” It
means helping the needy,
as Jesus came down to
help us in our neediness;
trusting in God, as Mary
did, even if we don’t un-
derstand his plans; ris-
ing up, as Joseph did, to
accomplish God’s will,
even if it means chang-
ing our own plans.

www.stjor;ns-perth.org.uk

If, on the other hand,
we prefer the usual,
mondane  celebrations,
we risk doing Christmas
wrong.

“If Christmas remains
[only] a beautiful tradi-
tional feast,” where the
focus is on ourselves
rather than Jesus, “it will

be a lost opportunity,”
the Pope said. “Please,
don’t make Christmas
worldly!”

And so, he explained,
it will really be Christ-
mas “if, like Joseph, we
make room for silence;
if, like Mary, we say
‘Here 1 am’ to God; if]

like Jesus, we are close
to those who are alone;
if, like the shepherds, we
go out of our enclosures
to be with Jesus.”

“Dear brothers and sis-
ters,” Pope Francis said
in conclusion, “have a
good Christmas, rich in
the surprises of Jesus!”

Discover us @StJothCPerth




