St John the Baptist's, Perth

SUNDAY MASS in St JOHN’S WEEKDAYS MSZA SW. RECONCILIATION
6.30pm (Saturday Vigil) Monday-Saturday PO POLSKU in St John's
& on Sunday at 10am, Tuesday 7pm Niedziela 5pm Saturday
9am, 11am, GSOpm Pojednania 4.15pm 5-6pm

Priests: Very Rev. Martin Monsignor Drysdale STL VG, St John’s Presbytery, 20 Melville Street, Perth, PH1 5PY (01738 622241)"
and Rev. Bogdan Palka SDS 16 Melville Street Perth PH1 5PY (01738 564182)
Permanent Deacons: Rev. Len Moir (01738 451677) and Rev. Krzysztof Jablonski (01738 636589)
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Welcome
to all
our
visitors

Cathlc Education Week

CRADLE CATHOLICS

“The married man is busy with this world's demands and occupied with pleasing his wife.

Today’s second reading
seems to imply that mar-
riage is a limited vocation
because a married per-
son is not able to be both
married and “busy with
the Lord’s affairs” (1 Cor
7:32).

It is important, however,
to read this passage in its
context. St. Paul believes
that Jesus will return
shortly (1 Cor 7:29, 31). If
“the time is short” (1 Cor
7:29), then it is vital to
commit all efforts to con-
verting “as many as pos-
sible” (1 Cor 9:19) before
Jesus returns. Long-term
endeavors such as mar-
riage and family could not
meet the short-term need
to evangelize full-force.

However, Jesus did not

This means he is divided.” —1 Corinthians 7:33

return in Paul’s lifetime.
The early Church then
realized that its members
needed to “make disciples”
(Mt 28:19) by bearing and
raising godly children
well-trained in the faith.
In this context, married
persons have an integral
and irreplaceable part in
“the Lord’s affairs.” They
have the unique advantage
of a long-term, nurturing,
loving, and discipling re-
lationship with their chil-
dren that cannot be forged
by any other member of
the body of Christ. Paul
then realized that God is
so pleased by this kind of
marriage that He considers
it to be a reflection of His
own love for the Church
(Eph 5:31-32).

For today’s Mass

Responsorial Psalm
O that today

you would listen to his voice!

Teas after
the 11am
Mass on Sunday
and 10am Mass
on Tuesdays

Youn

Retreat for

(aged 18-35)

Friday 9th - Sunday 11th February

St Mary’s Retreat

and Spirituality Centre

Kinnoull, Perth

Cost £110

Adults

Harden not your hearts.
Gospel Acclamation Led by Fr Peter Morris CSsR
Blessed are you, Father,

Lord of heaven and earth,
for revealing the mysteries
of the kingdom to mere children.

The aim of the retreat is to help the participants
to reflect on their own calling
as disciples of Jesus

info@kinnoullmonastery.co.uk to book a place
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Prayers

In your charity, please
pray for the repose of the
souls of Mary McLean,
Janet (Netta) Pawlak,
Charles (Chic) Sweeney,
Marie Kobine, Veronica
Rolls, Charlie and Sheila
Blyth, Yadwiga Wiec-
zorek, Tom NcLaugh-
land, Paddy Welsh and
Philip Welsh and for all
whose anniversaries oc-
cur about this time.

May their souls and the
souls of all the faithful
departed rest in peace.
Amen.

www.dunkelddiocese.org.uk



Wiem, kim jestes

Sw. Marek piszac swoja
Ewangeli¢ pragnie wezwaé
czytelnika do  szukania
odpowiedzi na pytanie: Kim
jest Jezus Chrystus? Juz w
pierwszym rozdziale pyt-
anie to wraca kilkakrotnie.
Oto Jan Chrzciciel wypowi-
ada  tajemnicze  slowa:
»ldzie za mng mocniejszy
ode mnie, a ja nie jestem
godzien, aby si¢ schyli¢ i
rozwigza¢ rzemyk u jego
sandatow”. Chodzi mu o wz-
budzenie zainteresowania,
o to, by stuchacze bacznie
obserwowali 1 wyczekiwali
tajemniczego  Chrzciciela,
ktory zamiast w wodzie
bedzie zanurzat w Duchu
Swigtym. Jeszcze bardziej
zmusza do  zastanowie-
nia nad tajemnicg Jezusa
wypowiedz samego Boga,
ktéry po chrzcie Chrystusa
w Jordanie kieruje do nas
stowa: ,, Ty$ jest moj Syn
umitowany, w Tobie mam
upodobanie”. Jak dluga
historia $wiata do nikogo
Bog nie przemoéwit w ten
sposob. Kimze zatem jest
Ten, na ktorego zstgpuje
Duch Swiety, a Bog zwie
Go umilowanym Synem?
Trzecia scena, ktorg Marek
zestawia z poprzednimi, ma
miejsce w synagodze w Kaf-
arnaum. Stuchacze sg zdum-
ieni moca, z jaka przemawia
Jezus. ,,Uczyt ich bowiem
jak ten, ktory ma wiadzg, a
nie jak uczeni w Pismie”.
Kulminacyjnym jednak
punktem jest spotkanie z
cztowiekiem opgtanym
przez zlego ducha. Do
powyzszych  wypowiedzi
Jana Chrzciciela i samego
Boga dochodzi teraz trze-
cia. Sktada ja przedstawiciel
$wiata duchow ztych, ktory
wyznaje: ,,Wiem, kto jestes:
Swiety Bozy”. Jest to prawie
ze odruchowa reakcja na
bliskie spotkanie $wiata zla
z czystym Bozym dobrem.
W takim spotkaniu zto
czuje si¢ zagrozone. ,,Cze-
go cheesz od nas, Jezusie
Nazarejczyku? Przyszedle$
nas zgubi¢?”. Zto jest jak
cien. On znika gdy si¢ po-
jawia $wiatlo. ,,Przyszedtes
nas zgubi¢” oto placz zla,
placz ciemnosci z powodu
nadchodzacego Swiatla.
Umitowany Syn Boga przy-
chodzi na ziemig, by usuna¢

ciemnosci. Wszystko na co
padnie Jego $wiatlo, zmie-
nia si¢ w $wiatto. Zto jednak
nie chce by¢ o$wiecone, bo
pod wpltywem $wiatta ono
samo znika, ujawnia si¢ w
nim tylko to, co od Boga
pochodzi, a wigc to co jest
dobre. Jak cien ukrywa sig
za czyms, co przystania
$wiatlo, tak zto ukrywa si¢
za dobrem, ktorego nie chce
odnies¢ do Boga. Gdyby
si¢ zgodzito na odstonigcie,
okazatoby si¢, ze wszyst-
ko, co posiada i czym si¢
poshuguje, otrzymato od
Stworcy. Scena z synagogi
w Kafarnaum jest wielka
przestrogg pod adresem
tych, ktérzy w swojej wier-
Ze przeceniajg rozum, a nie
doceniajg woli. Nie wys-
tarczy teoretyczne poznanie,
kim jest Jezus Chrystus. Nie
wystarczy nawet publiczne
wyznanie, ze jest to ,,Swiety
Bozy”. Mozna wowczas
ustysze¢ odpowiedz: ,Mil-
cz i idz precz!” Wiara to
nie teoria, lecz catkowite
zaangazowanie si¢ po stro-
nie Chrystusa. To zgoda
na zycie w $wiatlodci
Boga. Tego zty duch nie
chceiat uczyni¢, wolat przed
Swietym Bozym uciekaé.
Miat racj¢ Jan Chrzeiciel,
gdy mowit: | Idzie za mna
mocniejszy ode mnie”.
Dobro jest mocniejsze od
zta. Stowo Jezusa nie jest
wyktadem pigknej teorii o
szczgsliwym zyciu, lecz jest
stowem mocy poteznego
Swiatla, ktore  usuwa
wszelka ciemno$¢. Stusznie
$wiadkowie wydarzen z
synagogi w Kafarnaum
stawiali pytanie: Kim jest
ten, ktory ,,duchom niec-
zystym rozkazuje 1 s3 Mu
poshuszne?” Shuchajac w
najblizszym roku prawie w
kazda niedziel¢ Ewangelii
Sw. Marka, trzeba mieé
na uwadze to zasadnic-
ze pytanie, jakie nurtuje

ewangeliste:  ,,Kim  jest
Chrystus?” Nie chodzi
przy tym o teoretyczne
rozwazania na ten te-

mat, lecz o egzystencjalne
opowiedzenie si¢ po stro-
nie Chrystusa, ktory przybyl
potega  swego  Swiatla
wypehic calg ziemie.

Reflection

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

Humor na

niedziele

Donald Tusk odwiedza
gospodarstwo rolne. Gdy
znalazt si¢ w chlewni,
posrdéd stada dorodnych
$win, towarzyszacy grup-
ie oficjeli fotoreporterzy
natychmiast strzelaja fotki.
Na to Tusk: Tylko zeby mi
nie bylo jakiego$ ghupiego
podpisu pod zdjeciem, typu
,Kaczor Donald i $winie”,
albo cos takiego! Alez skad

Panie Przewodniczacy.
Wszystko  bedzie cacy.
Nazajutrz  ukazuje  si¢

gazeta ze zdjeciem Tus-
ka wséréd $win i podpis:
,»Przewodniczacy  Rady
Europejskiej Donald Tusk
(trzeci od lewej)”.

Sunday Humour

Dspastsie
odwiedziny -
,Koleda”

To juz ostatni moment
by zaprosi¢ kaptana na
»Wizyte Koledowa”, aby
poswiecit mieszkanie na

Nowy 2018 Rok, oraz
by podzieli¢ si¢ swoi-
mi rado$ciami, czy tez

sprawami dnia codzien-
nego. Przygotowujac
si¢ do wizyty postara-
jmy si¢ o stoét nakryty
biatym obrusem, na stole
umiesémy Pismo §w. (jesli
takowe posiadamy), krzyz
i $wiece. Wode $Swigcong
kaptan przyniesie ze sobg.
Wszelkie zgloszenia
juz teraz mozna robi¢
dzwoniac do ks. Bogdana
na nr parafialny 01738
564182.

Christmas Carol Visit

Liturgia
K.alenc.larz dziecieca
Litu rgiczny W  kazda pierwsza

niedziel¢ miesigca  jest
liturgia Mszy $w. dla dzie-
ci. Najblizsza Msza $w. dla
dzieci bedzie 4 lutego 2018

W tym tygodniu w
kalendarzu liturgic-
znym wspominaé

bedziemy: R
r. 0 godz. Spm. Serdecznie
zapraszamy do udzialu

W $rode — wszystkie dzieci.

Wspomnienie $w. Jana
Bosko, prezbitera.

Spowiedz i

W piatek — MVSVZka .gw'. dzicle i

Swigto Ofiarowania W Kazda nieczielg 1st-
Panski Matki nieje mozliwos¢  skor-
anskiego (Matki zystania z Sakramentu

Bozej Gromnicznej). Pokuty od godz. 4:15pm.

Zapraszamy do regularnej

W sobote — PR
. L5 . spowiedzi i do pelnego
$w. Blazeja biskupa i - .

: uczestnictwa we Mszy §w.
meczennika.

Msza $§w. o godz. Spm.

Swieto Ofiarowania Panskiego
(Matki Bozej Gromnicznej)

Na pamiatke ocalenia pierworodnych synow Iz-
raela podczas niewoli egipskiej kazdy pierworodny
synu Zydéw byl uwazany za wasno$¢ Boga. Dlatego
czterdziestego dnia po jego urodzeniu nalezato zanies¢
syna do $wiatyni Jerozolimskiej, ztozy¢ go w rece
kaptana, a nastgpnie wykupi¢ za symboliczng optatg 5
syklow. Rownoczesnie z obrzgdem ofiarowania i wykupu
pierworodnego syna taczyla si¢ ceremonia oczyszcze-
nia matki dziecka. Z tej okazji matka byta zobowiazana
ztozy¢ ofiar¢ z baranka lub z dwoch synogarlic jesli byta
zbyt uboga. Swieto Ofiarowania Panskiego przypada
czterdziestego dnia po Bozym Narodzeniu. Jest pamiatka
ofiarowania Pana Jezusa w $wiatyni Jerozolimskiej i
dokonania przez Matke Boza obrzgdu oczyszczenia.
Tradycyjnie dzisiejszy dzien nazywa si¢ takze dniem
Matki Bozej Gromnicznej. W ten sposob uwypukla
sie fakt przyniesienia przez Maryje¢ matego Jezusa do
$wiagtyni. Obchodom towarzyszyta procesja ze $wiecami.
W czasie Ofiarowania starzec Symeon wziat na r¢ce Pana
Jezusa i wypowiedziat prorocze stowa: ,, Swiatlosé na
o$wiecenie pogan i na chwate Izraela” (Lk 2, 32). Wedlug
podania procesja z zapalonymi §wiecami byta znana w
Rzymie juz w czasach papieza $w. Galezego w 492 r.
Od X w. upowszechnit si¢ obrzgd poswiecenia $wiec,
ktorych ptomien symbolizuje Jezusa — Swiatlosé swiata,
Chrystusa, ktory uciszat burze, byl, jest i na zawsze po-
zostanie Panem wszystkich praw natury. W Polsce $wigto
Ofiarowania Panskiego ma charakter wybitnie maryjny.
Polacy widzg w Maryi Te, ktora sprowadzita na ziemig
niebianskie Swiatfo i ktora nas tym Swiattem broni i
ostania od wszelkiego zta. Dlatego czgsto brano do reki
gromnice, zwlaszcza w niebezpieczenstwach wielkich
klesk i grozacej Smierci. Niegdy$ wielkim wrogiem
domoéw w Polsce byly burze, a zwlaszcza pioruny, ktore
zapalaly i niszczyly domostwa, przewaznie wowczas
drewniane. Wtasnie od nich miata strzec domy $wieca
poswigcona w $wieto Ofiarowania Chrystusa. Zwykle
byta ona pigknie przystrajana i malowana. W czasie burzy
zapalano ja i stawiano w oknach, by prosi¢ Maryj¢ o
ochrong. Gromnicg wregczano rowniez konajacym, aby
chronic¢ ich przed napascia ztych duchow. Ze swietem
Matki Bozej Gromnicznej koficzy si¢ w Polsce okres
$piewania koled, trzymania ztobkow i choinek. Od 1997
r. 2 lutego Kosciot powszechny obchodzi ustanowiony
przez $w. Jana Pawla II Dzien Zycia Konsekrowanego,
poswigcony modlitwie za osoby, ktore oddaty swoje zycie
na stuzbe Bogu i ludziom w niezliczonych zakonach,
zgromadzeniach zakonnych, stowarzyszeniach zycia
apostolskiego i instytutach $wieckich. Pamigtajmy o nich
w naszych modlitwach. Candlemass

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth



Collections

Last Sunday’s in-
come was: Collections
- £1508.33; Papers -
£9.30; Votive Candles
£76.43; SCIAF - £220
and Church Shop - £15.

Union of
Catholic

Mothers

Thank you to eve;j}one
who helped and attended
the Burn’s night. The
Haggis, neeps and tatties,
and cranachan were deli-
cious. The entertainment
was excellent especially
singing by Jude Mukoro-
Next meeting 6th Feb,
Mini Bingo.

Italian classes

Classes have recom-
menced on Saturdays
from 4.15-6.15pm. All
welcome - frm beginners
to advanced.

Italian
Association

Tickets are available
today for the Italian As-
sociation’s Masked Ball
on Shrove Tuesdayl3th
February, at 7pm for
7.30pm - price £10 in-
cludes 3 course meal and
music - please bring your
own drink.

Cecilian Choir
The Choir will be
giving a concert in Kir-
riemuir Town Hall on
Friday 9th February,
7pm -10pm, in aid of
the Building Fund for

St Anthony’s Church,
Kirriemuir. Tickets £10,
including an interval

buffet, and can be ob-
tained by phoning 01250
874849.

Catholic
Schools - Good

for Scotland

The Scottish Catho-
lic Education Service
invites members of the
Catholic education com-
munity — parents, teach-
ers, students, clergy — to
participate in an open fo-
rum session of the Cath-
olic Education Com-
mission. The forum will
begin with the celebra-
tion of Mass with Bishop
McGee at 10.30am with
Mass in St. Columba’s
Cathedral, followed by
Tea & Coffee and the Fo-
rum from 11.45-1.30pm
in St Columba’s Halls,
Oban.

Children’s

Liturgy

Our Children’s Liturgy
programme continues at
the 9am Mass on Sun-
days.

Hall, and
made usin

a message
on voicemail

All bookings for the Church
and rooms, should be

the dedica?ed phone line:

07549 605007

Preferably send
a text - or leave

Please remember to leave a
name and phone number.

Faith Sharing

It is planned that the
Faith Sharing House
Groups will run as fol-
lows during Lent, which
starts on Ash Wednesday
(14th February).

Week 1 - beginning
18th  February, Faith
Sharing meetings based
on the readings for the
Second Sunday of Lent.

Week 2 -beginning
25th  February, Faith
Sharing meetings based
on the readings for the
Third Sunday of Lent.

Week 3- beginning 4th
March, Faith Sharing
meetings based on the
readings for the Fourth
Sunday of Lent.

This third meeting will
be the final one of our
short series due to the
Parish Mission which
starts on the 5th Sunday
of Lent - (Sunday 18th
March).

Called to the
Priesthood?

Applications are now
invited from those men
who feel they might have
a vocation to diocesan
priesthood. Just after
Christmas, two seminar-
ians from our diocese,
along with 13 others
from across Scotland
began the “Propaedeutic
Period” in Salamanca. A
third seminarian for Dun-
keld will hopefully join
them after Easter. This
means we now have six
seminarians, one if them,
Deacon Andrew Mar-
shall, will be ordained
priest by Bishop Stephen
at the end of June.

The Catholic Church
in Scotland is now invit-
ing you to apply for Sem-
inary - please contact Fr
Michael Carrie )Voca-
tions Director) for more
details - 01382 539476.

Bishop Robson’s
Desert Island

Discs

At 7pm, Thursday 8th
February, Bishop Robson
will be the guest at Our
Lady of Lourdes, Le-
tham, where he is invited
to share the soundtracks
of his life - eight pieces
of music, and book and
a single luxury item that
he might wish to have
in the event of becom-
ing stranded on a desert
island.

To reserve a ticket, cost
only £5, please call Fr
Colin Golden (626979).
Proceeds to the Commu-
nity Hall Fund.

Lunch Club

The Lunch Club con-

! tinues on Mondays, at 12

noon. All welcome.

Thank you
Dear Parish Commu-
nity - I am grateful for
your warmth and wel-
coming spirit during my
three week stay with
you. In so many ways
you have enlarged my
vision of what a parish
community should look
like: a place of love,
kindness and generous
service. Special thanks
to Mgr Martin Drysdale
for his fatherly kindness.
He made me enjoy every
moment of the pastoral
placement. I will treas-
ure the wonderful mem-
ories and look forward to
seeing you all sometime
in the nearest future.
Jude Mukoro

Parish
L ibrary

Borrow frorm
our exterrsive
collectiorn

k3t

rish
op

Open after
Sunday Mass

Books, Calendars
and Piety stall

ARE YOU GOING TO BE IN HOSPITAL? DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS IN HOSPITAL?

There are Hospital Visit Request Cards available at the back of the church - and pens.

Please complete the card and hand it to a Pass Keeper



Scottish Catholic
Education Service

www.sces.org.uk

Marking the
Centenary Year

This year, 2018, we
celebrate the centenary
of the 1918 Education
Act. This was the Act
that saw Catholic schools
transfer from Diocesan
control to State govern-
ance.

The Bishops’ Confer-
ence plans to use this
centenary to celebrate
the positive impact that
this very important part-
nership between Church
and State has had for
Scotland.

During 2018 we will
rejoice in the academic,
cultural, civic and social
achievements of pupils
who have attended Cath-
olic schools in the last
one hundred years. It is a
chance to mark publicly
the ways in which Catho-
lic schools are not just

good for Catholics, but
good for Scotland.

The Icon of Jesus
Our Teacher was com-
missioned by the Scot-
tish  Catholic Educa-
tion Service to mark the
centenary of the 1918
Education Act. It has
been written by artist
Bernadette Reilly. It will
be used as the focus for
our prayer, meditation,
reflection and liturgical
celebrations to mark the
centenary. We hope that
the Icon, and all that it
represents, will be a fit-
ting legacy for the first
100 years of the partner-
ship between Church and
State in governing Cath-
olic Schools in Scotland.

The ICON will visit
our Diocese in June this
year.

St John's RC Academy is proud to
support Catholic Education Week

St John's RC Academy is a nursery, primary and secondary
school serving the Catholic community within Perth and Kinross Couneil.

As a community of faith and learning, we strive to live out the values of
the gospel, We ‘Seek the Good' in ourselves and one another, and seek
the good of others.

We thank our parish communities for the support you give to your
school. We ask vou to continue to support us and to pray that our work
leads to all our children and young people growing in love for God, for
themselves and for others,

Headteacher - Mr Sedn P Hagney

The Church is called to bear witness to Christ by taking
courageous and prophetic stands in the face of the corruption of
political or economic power; by not seeking her own glory and
material wealth; by using her resources to serve the poorest of the
poor and by imitating Christ’s own simplicity of life.

Pope Saint John Paul II, Redemptoris Missio, para. 43

Jugsitil():e
eace A,
Scotland

Ceartas agus Sith

Join us for a film screening -
7pm for 7.30pm start

FOLLOWED BY AQ & ASESSION
THE

CLAIM

ARCHBISHOP ROMERO, HIS PEOPLE
AND POPE FRANCIS

ATelevision Suisse documentary

Wednesday 21st February

Hannah Mclure Centre

Abertay University,

Abertay Student Centre,

1-3 Bell Street, Dundee DD1 1HP

Limted spaces - free entry
Donations welcome

Limited spaces available. Free entry. Donations welcome.
To book please contact tmcgoldrick@sciaf.org.uk

for a st warld

Booking contact:
tmcgoldrick@sciaf.org.uk

The Archbishop
Romero Trust

SCIAF, Charity No: SC012302, Company No: SC197327.
Christian Aid, Charity No: SC039150 UK, Company No: 5171525,

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk Discover us @StJohnRCPerth



