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Priests: Very Rev. Martin Monsignor Drysdale STL VG, St John’s Presbytery, 20 Melville Street, Perth, PH1 5PY (01738 622241)"
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8th Sunday Ordinary Time | welcome
to all
Year A “our
26th February 2017 visitors

THE GOD OF LIFESTYLE

“You cannot give yourself to God and money. [ warn you, then:
do not worry about your livelihood.”

Teas after -

t often seems that
Imuch of  Western

Christianity has sold
its birthright for petty
pleasures (see Gn 25:34)
and has blinded itself by
bowing down before the
god of the present age,
the god of lifestyle (2 Cor
4:4). Many of us who call
ourselves Christians think
we can seek the most
comfortable lifestyle pos-
sible and still serve God.
However, the Lord says
that’s  impossible (Mt
6:24).

If we’re set upon the
things of the world, we’re
enemies of the cross (Phil
3:18-19). If we love what
the world affords, the Fa-
ther’s love finds no place
inus (1 Jn 2:15). The un-

believers are always con-
cerned about what they
are to eat, drink, or wear
Mt 6:31-32). Yet we
have been chosen out of
the world (Jn 15:19). We
have been crucified to the
world and the world to us
(Gal 6:14). Because of our
love for Jesus, we have
come to rate all as loss
and to consider it dung
(Phil 3:8). We despise the
world’s petty pleasures
and refuse to take Satan’s
bribes (see Lk 4:6-7).
We have already devoted
enough time to what the
pagans enjoy (1 Pt 4:3).
We must not spend what
remains of our earthly
lives “on human desires
but on the will of God” (1
Pt 4:2).

For this Sunday’s Mass

Responsorial Psalm

In God alone is my soul at rest.

Gospel Acclamation

Your word is truth, O Lord,
consecrate us in the truth.
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ASH WEDNESDAY

Wednesday
1st March

Masses and distribution of
ashes at 10am and 7pm

@StJohnRCPerth

the 11am
Mass on Sunday
and 10am Mass

on Tuesdays

Scotland

Prayers

In your charity, please
pray for the repose of the
souls of William Pear-
son (Requiem Tuesday
10am), Peter Senyszak
(Requiem Friday 10am),
Alan Cameron, Ronald
Martin Porter, George
Dudek, Marion Angus,
Margaret Lanni, Audrey
Hampton, Stephen
Methven, Leslie Moon,
Paddy Gallagher, Rose-
mary Murphy, Charles
Canning, William Reid,
Cissie Houston, Madge
McFadden and Mary Ga-
han and for all whose an-
niversaries occur about
this time

May their souls and
the souls of all the faithful
departed rest in peace.
Amen.

www.dunkelddiocese.org.uk



NIEDZIELNA REFLEKSJA NAD SLOWEM BOZYM ...

Nasze zycie to droga

Bardzo czgsto styszymy
termin ,,mapa drogowa”.
I tak sobie myslg, czy nie
warto by bylo pokusi¢ si¢
o stworzenie takiej mapy
drogowej dla kazdego
chrzescijanina. Mapy,
ktéra pozwolitaby nam
Z czystym sumieniem, z
wiarg i modlitwa przejs$¢
przez zycie ziemskie az
po jej kres. Gdyby mapa
taka zostala stworzona, to
sprawy, o ktorych pisze
ponizej, powinny by¢ w
niej zaznaczone kolorem
czerwonym. Wiemy, ze
pogoni za dobrobytem,
a pogon za mozliwoscia
przezycia to wbrew pozo-
rom dwa zupetnie rdzne

problemy.
Z ludzkiego punktu
widzenia to oczywiste,

ze kazdy chce by¢ otoc-
zony gronem przyjaciot,
chece korzystaé z nowi-
nek technicznych i1 dobr
kultury, chce, aby okres,
ktory  przychodzi mu
przezy¢ na  ziemskim
padole, byt w miar¢ tatwy
i nie obfitowal w przykre
czy zle doswiadczenia.
Zrozumiale jest, ze majac
wiele spraw do zalatwienia
korzystamy z tego, co
daje nam nauka, technika,
czyli korzystamy ze zdo-
byczy  ogolnoludzkich,
co wecale nie oznacza,
ze lekcewazymy w ten
sposob plan Bozy. A teraz
zmienmy punkt widze-

nia i spdjrzmy na zycie
z perspektywy ostatecz-
nego spotkania z Panem.
Dostrzezemy  wowczas
to, co najwazniejsze, a
mianowicie: by  zyjac,
pracujac, spotykajac sie¢
z innymi, nie odrzuci¢
tego, co oferuje nam Bog,
czyli Zbawienia; by nasze
dziatania wspotgraty
z droga  wyznaczong
przez Tego, ktéry nam
zaplanowal Zycie, dajac
réwnoczes$nie wolng wole
i ktory obserwuje, jak i w
jaki sposob, korzystajac
z dobrodziejstw kultury
i techniki, idziemy droga
ku Niemu, ku Jego wiedzy
1 Miloéci. Bég dal nam
wolng wolg, wigc do nas
nalezy wybor.

Jednak  lepiej  nie
powtarza¢ za Izajaszem
stow przypisywanych
Syjonowi: ,,Pan  mnie
opuscil, Pan o mnie
zapomnial” (IZ 49, 14b),
natomiast warto na wzor
wzig¢ ufnos¢ sw. Pawla i
wota¢ wraz z nim: ,,Niech
wigc uwazaja nas ludzie
za shugi Chrystusa i za sza-
farzy Bozych tajemnic!”
(Kor 4, 1). Dlaczego? Bo
razem tworzymy Kosciol
Swiety, ktorego zadaniem
jest glosi¢  wszystkim
Boga, Jego prawo i Jego
Mitos¢. Gdy bedziemy tak
postepowac, ,.kazdy otrzy-
ma od Boga pochwale”
(1 Kor 4, 5b). Ewange-
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lia dzisiejsza wyraznie
okresla nasze zadania, ale
takze prawa. Stowo Ma-
mona, wypowiadane przez
Jezusa, nie oznacza tylko i
wylacznie fortuny, o ktorej
wielu z nas mysli, lecz
moze roéwniez oznaczaé
nasz wybor drogi
zyciowej — z Bogiem lub
bez niego, przynalezno$é
do takiej czy innej grupy
zabiegajacej o rdzne pr-
zywileje, moze okreslaé
wybor naszego statusu,
idei zycia czy podejscia
do drugich.

Nasze zycie to droga,
ktora mamy przejs¢ w
sposob godny, spokojnie,
wypelniajac wyznaczone
nam zadania, ale zawsze
na pierwszym miejscu
stawiajagc  Boga. Ostat-
nie slowa tego fragmentu
Ewangelii mogg postuzy¢
za dewiz¢ postepowania:
,Htarajcie si¢ naprzod o
krolestwo Boga i Jego
sprawiedliwo$¢é, a to
wszystko bedzie wam do-
dane. Nie troszczcie si¢
wiec zbytnio o jutro, bo
jutrzejszy dzien sam o sie-
bie troszczy¢ si¢ bedzie”
(Mt 6, 33-34). Maryjo,
Boza Rodzicielko, Matko
nasza, prosimy, pomoz
nam i§¢ droga Twego
Syna, pom6z nam dazy¢
do doskonatosci i mitosci
Boga.

Sunday reflection

Sroda
Popielcowa
Przez brame¢ Srody
Popielcowej wchod-

zimy w okres Wielk-
iego Postu. Jest to szc-
zego6lny czas modlitwy,
postu 1 zaangazowania
si¢ na rzecz tych, ktorzy
znajduja si¢ w potrzebie.
Daje on chrzescijaninowi
mozliwos¢  przygotow-
ania si¢ do Swigt Wiel-
kanocnych. Post jest
dobrowolng rezygnacja
z rzeczy potrzebnych
do zycia, na przyktad z
ograniczenia  jedzenia.
Post w chrzescijanstwie
jest jednym ze $rodkow
pokuty, to znaczy naw-
rocenia czlowieka ku
Bogu i pojednania.
To rowniez jeden ze
sposoboéw  powiedzenia
Bogu, ze jestesmy go-
towi panowa¢ nad swo-
im ciatem i odlozy¢ na
bok wszystko: pokarm,
napoj, zabawe czy inne
uzywki. Swiety czas
Postu jest jedna z naj-
lepszych drog rozwijania
dyscypliny nas samych
i samokontroli. W tym
czasie uczymy si¢ mowic
pokusie ,,Nie!”. Kazdy
robi inne postanowie-
nie: kto§ rzuca palenie,
inny rezygnuje z picia
alkoholu, jeszcze inny
na czas Wielkiego Postu
wylacza telewizor, inter-
net i czas ten wykorzys-
tuje na czytanie dobrej
religijnej lektury, na
modlitweg, na czytanie
Pisma Swietego, czy na
inng praktyke religijna.
A moze wstawanie
kilka minut wczesniej
niz zwykle 1 gorliwe
odprawienie poran-
nej modlitwy bedzie
ta pobozng praktyka w
czasie Postu. Przezyjmy
ten czas owocnie z Bo-
giem  kochajagcym i

Ash Wednesday

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth

Wielki Post

Zapraszam do uczest-
nictwa w nabozenstwach
Drogi Krzyzowej, ktore
beda  odprawiane @ w
kazdy piatek o godz.
7pm. Po kazdej Drodze
Krzyzowej wystawienie
Naj$wietszego Sakra-
mentu i chwila prywat-
nej adoracji zakonczona
btogostawienstwem
Eucharystycznym. W
ramach naszego przygo-
towania do Swiat Wielkiej
Nocy bedziemy rowniez
$piewa¢  Gorzkie Zale
bezposrednio po Mszach
$w. niedzielnych i w ra-
mach tego nabozenstwa
wystuchamy  rozwazan
pasyjnych. W  czasie
Wielkiego Postu  Msze
$w. beda juz bez kazania.
Przypominam i zachgcam
do powstrzymywania
si¢ od potraw migsnych
w Srode Popielcowa i w

Spowiedz

i Msza Sw.

W kazda Niedzielg
jest mozliwo$¢ skorzys-
tania z Sakramentu Po-
kuty od godziny 4:15pm.
Zapraszamy do regu-
larnej spowiedzi $w. i
do pelnego uczestnictwa
we Mszy §w. Msza §w. o
godzinie Spm.

Liturgia
dziecieca

W  kazda pierwsza
niedziel¢ miesigca litur-
gia Mszy $w. dla dzieci.
Najblizsza Msza $w. dla
dzieci bedzie 5 marca
2017 r. o godz. 15pm.
Zapraszamy do udziatu
wszystkie dzieci.

Children’s Liturgy

Kalendarz
Liturgiczny

W tym tygodniu
w liturgii Ko$ciota
wspominac
bedziemy:

W srode
— Sroda Popielcowa

W sobote

— Swieto $w.
Kazimierza,
krolewicza




Collections

Many thanks for your
generosity. Last Sunday’s
income was: Collection
£1504.73; Votive candles
- £45.37; Catholic papers
- £3.87; Church Shop £5;
and SCIAF - £2.

Special
collection

There will be a special
collection at all Masses
next Sunday in aid of the
Sick and Retired Priests
Fund.

Children’s

Liturgy

Our Children’s Liturgy
continues on Sundays at
the 9am Mass.

If you would like to
join us an adult helper
please speak to Mgr
Drysdale or contact Anne
Mitchell (01738 628039)
for more information.

Italian Classes
Weekly Italian class-
es have restarted in St
John’s Middle Hall on
Saturdays 4.15-6pm suit-
able for all from native
speakers to beginners!

Lunch Club

The Lunch Club con-
tinues on Mondays -
12noon-1pm. All wel-
come.

All bookings for the
Church Hall, and rooms,
should be made using
the dedicated phone line

07549 605007

only within these times:

Monday 7-9pm
Wednesday 12noon-2pm
Friday 11am-12noon

Union of
Catholic

Mothers
Next Meeting Tuesday
7th March, Bingo Tea in
aid of student Priesthood
fund. Tickets cost £1 to
include refreshments.
All welcome.

Beginning

experience

The Beginning Ex-
perience are holding
a  residential = week-
end for those who find
themselves alone again
through divorce, separa-
tion or widowhood.

The weekend will take
place from 31st March
- 2nd April, St Mary’s,
Kinnoull, Perth.

For further de-
tails contact: Ros on
01316690003 or email:
rcm2524@yahoo.co.uk.
Complete  applications
must be returned by Fri-
day 24th March, 2017.

Catholic Papers
Catholic newspapers,
the Scottish Catholic Ob-
server, Catholic Herald,
Catholic Times etc are
available in the church
porch - please take cop-
ies and share them with
the wider community.

Carnevale

Masked Dinner Dance
Italian Meal Bring your
- Antipasto- own hottle
-Main -

-Sweet

Fancy Dress Dancing To
Optional Maesiro
Masks 1o he Worn Robherto Enzo

in
8t John's Church Hall
For tickets £10 - please add your names to the list at the back of the church

arish | Parish
Shop

Open after e oy
Sunday Mass A

Borrow from

Feastdays
this week

Wednesday
1st March

Ash Wednesday

Lent 2017

part. Your support would
be most welcome.

The Faith Sharing
Lenten House Groups
commence during the Ist
week of Lent, Sunday
5th March. Those already

Faith Sharing Material

All the material for
each of the 5 sessions
awaits collection from the
sacristy by someone from
each of the House Groups
after the masses this
weekend, 26 February.

Sunday 6.30pm
....Danny McLoughlin

There is a strong core
of just under 40 parish-
ioners taking part, along
with several teach-

The following people ers from the Primary participating should know
will be giving out the Department of St John’s  where and when their
material. Academy. However, meetings are running.

there is always room for
Saturday Vigil more people interested in  If there are any prob-
...Jenny Gillies joining in. Please see Mgr lems, speak to leaders or
Sunday 9am Drysdale, Fr Bogdan, Deacon Len. It would be
....Carol Gillespie Deacon Len or anyone he]pful if a number of
Sund‘fly 11am else already involved if ~ Bibles was available at
..... Brian Foley you have time to take each session.

ARE YOU GOING TO BE IN HOSPITAL? DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS IN HOSPITAL?

Name

Hospital Ward

Please complete/ tear off and return with your collection - or hand to the priest after Mass



Dear Brothers
and Sisters in
Christ,

Lent is slightly dif-
ferent this year in that
as part of our peniten-
tial celebrations I would
like to alert you to a new
Movement which origi-
nated in the USA and has
rapidly swept the Catho-
lic World: the 40 Days
Prayer for Lent. Being an
important and infamous
anniversary the year
2017 marks the Fiftieth
Anniversary of the pass-
ing of the Abortion Act.

Shortly, the Scottish
Parliament will have
competence for matters
relating to abortion and
so this prayer initiative
will help us focus our
Lenten prayer this year in
this particular direction.

What is enclosed with-
in this Pastoral Letter is a
letter from the Diocesan
Director of 40 Days for
Life, Mrs Pat Dowey.
Please listen to at Mass
or read it and consider
joining those who have
pledged their prayer time
for the protection of Un-
born children. Or else
pledge some time to pray
for the protection of in-
nocent Life in the womb
this Lent. The letter reads
as below:

“The World Health
Organisation has stat-
ed that abortion is the
leading cause of death
worldwide, ending the
lives of more than 42 mil-
lion children each year
and harming millions of
women- and men.

Since the passing of
the Abortion Act in 1967,
more than 500,000 ba-
bies in Scotland alone
have lost their lives as a
result of abortion. Last
year in Scotland, 12,082
babies died as a result
of abortion and 11,877
of these were aborted on
social grounds.

These were all children
created in the image and
likeness of God, just like
you and me; so what can
we do to begin to restore
respect for the sanctity of
Life.

God has given us
a powerful weapon...
Prayer!

40 Days for Life is a
new prayer initiative
which has empowered
thousands of ordinary
people all over the world
to combat the “Culture
of Death,” as St John
Paul has called it, by
Prayer and Fasting, and
especially by taking part
in peaceful prayer vigils.
As a result, babies are
being saved, hearts are
being healed from past
abortions and minds are
being changed on argu-
ably the most controver-
sial issue in our society

today.
Last year, Glasgow
held the first 40 Days for

Life prayer campaign in
Scotland. Now in 2017,
which sees the 50th an-
niversary of the passing
of the Abortion Act, all
4 major Scottish cities;
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Ab-
erdeen and Dundee will
be holding a 40 Days

for Life campaign dur-

ing Lent, and here in our
own Diocese of Dunkeld
we have been greatly en-
couraged by the support
of our Bishop.

I would like to invite
you to take part this
Lent by giving an hour
of your time to join us
in prayer at the vigil site
on Ninewells Avenue,
Dundee.  Please think
about making this op-
portunity a part of your
Lenten penitential exer-
cises. The vigil hours are
8am-8pm, beginning on
1st March (Ash Wednes-
day) and ending on 9th
April (Palm Sunday).

Recently some papers
have tried to blacken
this prayer campaign by
describing it as a politi-
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for you.

cally motivated protest. 1
would like to emphasise
that 40 Days for Life is
neither a protest nor a
demonstration and we
will not be engaging in
any debates. Neither will
we impede anyone in any
way from going about
their business, let alone
disturb Vvisitors to the
Hospital. We are simply
there to pray, nothing
else. The local police
have been informed of
our intentions and have
been supportive, espe-
cially of our plans for
everyone taking part
to sign a statement of
peace.

I do hope that you will
decide to come, not only
in response to this invita-
tion but to the appeal of
Christ Himself, who asks
“Could you not watch
with me for one hour?”

You can sign up for
an hour of your choos-
ing after all masses next
weekend or go online,
prayforlife@gmail.com,
where you can leave your
name, address, phone
number and e-mail ad-
dress. Please also state
on that occasion the day
and time most suitable

2

Finally, as Bishop I do
hope that you will help
support this initiative,
which is an admirable
one, which can also be
followed at home for
those, outside the imme-
diate environs of Dundee
and unable to join the
prayer circle at Ninewells
Avenue in Dundee

Yours sincerely
in Christ

+ Stephen Robson
Bishop of Dunkeld

Bingo Tea

in aid of Student
Priesthood Fund

Tuesday 7th March
7.30pm

St John’s Church Hall
Tickets cost £1

including refreshments

Donation of prizes
gratefully received

BBC Songs

of Praise

BBC'’s Songs of Praise
is coming to St Ninian’s
Cathedral, Perth, on the
afternoons of Saturday
18th and Sunday 19th
March to record some
traditional hymns.

It’s a lovely opportu-
nity for local singers to
come together to take
part in a BBC One mu-
sic programme. They are
inviting choirs in Perth
and the surrounding ar-
eas to join them and be-
come part of our ‘massed
choir’ on the day. It
would be great to have
lots of people involved.
The conductor is Gor-
don Stewart, the organist
is Dr John Kitchen, and
on the Saturday we’ll be
joined by Alba Brass, so
it promises to be a fun
event!

You can find out more
on their website here:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/profiles/1JL
tLxg3f18iMQGMS84plx7
w/st-ninians-cathedral

Please contact Rowena
Jacobs (BBC Religion
& Ethics) 07730 370384
for more details.

Job vacancy

The Coordinator will
oversee the work of the
Perth and Kinross Food-
bank, ensuring a high qual-
ity, consistent, non-judg-
mental service is provided
to local people in need of
support.

Practical tasks will in-
clude organising food col-
lections and other dona-
tions of food, managing
the throughput in the ware-
house, organising food dis-
tribution and liaising with
partners and stakeholders.

Current UK driving li-
cence and willingnessto
drive essential, as is an un-
derstanding and support of
the Christian values of the
Trussell Trust to which the
Foodbank is affiliated.

Closing date: Monday
March 13th; Interview
date: Friday March 24th
(a.m.)

To apply, please send an
application letter or e-mail
setting out your relevant
experience, skills and
qualifications, based on the
job description to the Sec-
retary of the Management
Committee Marjorie Clark
at marjorie.clark@btinter-
net.com, or by post to the
Foodbank, 11 Cutlog Ven-
nel, Perth PHI SHY

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth



