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LOVING THOSE WHO
HURT YOU

“Take no revenge and cherish no grudge against your fellow countrymen.
You shall love your neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord.”

esus was asked:
J“Teacher, which com-

mandment of the
law is the greatest?” (Mt
22:36) Jesus surprised His
questioner by mentioning
not one commandment
but two. He surprised
all of Judaism by main-
taining that loving one’s
neighbour as oneself is
the second command-
ment, and together with
the first commandment
forms the basis of the
law and the prophets (Mt
22:40).

The Biblical context
for the second command-
ment isn’t merely about
generally helping out
our neighbours or being
friendly to them. In Le-
viticus 19:18, to love our
neighbour specifically
means not bearing hatred

toward them, not taking
revenge on them, and
not cherishing a grudge
against them. So when Je-
sus was asked to name the
greatest commandment,
He did not merely add to
the first commandment
the command to love our
neighbour; He also im-
plied a prohibition against
hating, taking revenge,
and cherishing grudges.

Is there anyone you
hate? Do you want to get
back at someone? Are
you holding a grudge?
Have you forgiven from
your heart everyone for
everything? (Mt 18:35)
Do you love your neigh-
bor as yourself by God’s
standards? This Lent, be
reconciled, forgive, and
love your neighbour.

For this Sunday’s Mass

Responsorial Psalm
The Lord is compassion and love.

Gospel Acclamation

If anyone loves me

he will keep my word,

and my Father will love him,
and we shall come to him.
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Justice
and Peace

Inequality eventually engenders a vio-
lence which recourse to arms cannot and
never will be able to resolve. It serves only
to offer false hopes to those clamouring for
heightened security, even though nowadays
we know that weapons and violence, rather
than providing solutions, create new and
more serious conflicts.

Evangelii Gaudium
“The Joy of the Gospel” 60

@StJohnRCPerth

Teas after
the 11am
Mass on Sunday
and 10am Mass
on Tuesdays

Scotland

Prayers

In your charity, please
pray for the repose of the
souls of Leslie Moon,
Paddy Gallagher, Rose-
mary Murphy, Charles
Canning, John Wilson,

Jim Lavery, Frances
Gow, Paola Delpippo,
Elsie Lanni, Louis Flood,
John Williamson, Mary
O’Donnell. Gerry Clark,
Philip Welsh, Paddy
Welsh, Joan Tollan, Cis-
sie Houston, Madge Mc-
Fadden, Barnet Peoples,
William Mackle and for
all whose anniversaries
occur about this time
May their souls and

www.dunkelddiocese.org.uk



W drodze ku doskonatosci

el 0

Bog Kubie”. To znane
przystowie stanowi polska
Wersj¢ przepisu zawartego
w starozytnym kodeksie
Hammurabiego: ,,Oko za
oko, zab za zab”. Trudno
je pogodzi¢c z nakazem
mitosci nieprzyjacidt czy
darowania urazow. To
prawda, ze czasem zadane
zto jest tak wielkie, ze
nawet jesli kto§ probuje
przebaczy¢, to gdy spoty-
ka nieprzyjaciela, pojawia
si¢ emocjonalne napigcie
i rodzi niezdolno$¢ do
najmniejszej pozytywnej
reakcji. Czasem nawet
reakcja ciata na widok
wroga: nerwowe tiki, po-
cenie si¢ rak i drzenie glosu
wskazuja, jak wielka krzy-
wda zostala wyrzadzona.
To tak, jak z dorostym
mezczyzna, ktdry na samo
wspomnienie swego ojca
wstrzymat oddech. Kazdy
z nas w jakim§ momen-
cie zycia zostal zraniony
przez innych. Niektore z
tych zranien wymagaly
interwencji ~ medycznej,
w  postaci  zalozenia
opatrunku, szwow, gipsu
czy nawet  przeprow-
adzenia operacji. Czgsto
jednak, zranienia te maja
charakter duchowy i zaden
lekarz nie jest w stanie nic
na nie poradzi¢. Chodzi
o urazy, ktore jak chwast
niszcza nasze zycie. Co
w takiej sytuacji? Kto$

»Jak Kuba Bogu, tak

stwierdzil, ze , w $wiecie
dzwigajacym skutki
pierwszego grzechu prze-
baczenie jest szczepionka
przeciwko szerzeniu
sic zla”. Warto sobie
uswiadomi¢, ze brak prze-
baczenia i darowania sieje
spustoszenie u kazdego,
kto zywi w sobie uraze.
Stad chetne darowanie
urazOw jest wyrazem nie
tylko dobroci wzglgdem
innych, ale i wzgledem
samego siebie. Przebaczac
i darowa¢ urazy to nic
innego jak by¢ dla sie-
bie dobrym! Stad czyja$
bezmy$lnos¢ i ostre stowa
typu ,,nie odpuszcze ci az
do grobowej deski” moga
zada¢ wiecej boOlu niz
choroba czy rana fizyczna.
Przemoc, brak zrozumie-
nia, wrogos¢, odejscie pr-
zyjaciela — to tylko niek-
tore przyktady bolesnych
sytuacji, a zadane przez
nie rany wymagaja uzd-
rowienia wewngtrznego.
Z pewnoscig nie da si¢
jak mowig mate dzieci,
nie popemi¢ grzechow
w ogole by nie rani¢ in-
nych. Mozliwe jest jednak
przebaczenie 1 zasypy-
wanie migdzyludzkich
przepasci. Na tym polega
prawdziwa — cho¢ trudna
— mitos$¢. Jezus kierujac
do nas swoje stowo, prag-
nie broni¢ nas przed nami
samymi. Zauwazmy, jezeli
ktos zywi wobec kogo$
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urazy, to cale jego zycie
uplywa na kombinowaniu,
jak swojemu przeciwniko-
wi dolozy¢, jak go ponizy¢
wobec innych, by poczul
naszg nienawis¢; nic in-
nego nie robi, tylko mysli
o tym problemie. I taka
postawa niszczy, nie po-
zwala twdrczo pracowacé,
kochaé,  cieszyé  si¢
zyciem. Jako chrze$cijanie
mamy nie tylko pomnazaé
dobro, ale takze walczy¢
ze zlem. Walczy¢ ze
ztem to nie wybielaé,
nie usprawiedliwia¢ zla,
nie tlumaczy¢: ,,bo on
musial”, ,,bo jamusialem”.
Walczyé ze zlem to
domaga¢ sig, by skutki
ztych  czyndéw  zostaly
naprawione. Spojrzmy
W swoje serce i na swoje
relacje. A potem zndw
spojrzmy w swoje serce
i jesli sg tam urazy czy
zranienia, ktorych doko-
nali inni — wybaczmy.
Pamigtajmy, ze do prze-
baczenia nie mozna si¢
zmusi¢, mozna natomiast
wiele zrobi¢ zeby przyszto
W sposob naturalny. Ta
postawa jest dla nas zbyt
trudna, dlatego szukamy
umocnienia w Eucharystii,
u przebaczajacego Jezusa.
On wcigz nas wzywa:
,,Badzcie wigc wy dosko-
nali, jak doskonaly jest
Ojciec wasz niebieski”.

Sunday reflection

Duszpasterski
odwiedziny -
,Koleda”

Dobiegty
tegoroczne duszpas-
terskie odwiedziny
kolgdowe. Byla to nie-
powtarzalna okazja
zeby moc spotkaé si¢ z
wieloma z Was w gro-
nie rodzinnym 1 byscie
mogli  podzieli¢c  si¢
swoimi Wwrazeniami na
temat zycia na emigracji,
podzieli¢ roznymi prob-
lemami czasem bardzo
osobistymi, czy tez tymi
dnia codziennego.

Dla mnie z kolei
jako duszpasterza,
waznym bylo by modc
ustysze¢ takze Wasze
spostrzezenia 1 opinie
na temat naszego funkc-
jonowania jako parafii
i polskiej wspolnoty.
Wiele z tych cennych
uwag bede si¢ starat
wprowadza¢ w zycie w
cigguroku i przy roznych
stosownych okazjach.

konca

Dlatego na koniec
chcialbym podzigkowac
Wam wszystkim,

ktorzyscie mnie zaprosili
i ugoscili. Z catego ser-
ca dzickuje za Wasza
zyczliwo$¢ mi okazang
nie  tylko  podczas
”Koledy”, ale takze w
ciggu catego roku, jak
rowniez serdeczne ,,Bog
zapta¢” za wszystkie
Wasze ofiary zlozone na
potrzeby naszej parafii.

Za Wasza otwartosé
serca 1 wszelkie dobro
wyswiadczone niech Pan
Bog Wam btogostawi w
kazdym dniu Nowego
2017 Roku. Szczesc
Boze!!!

Home visits

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth

Humor dnia

Walgsa wybrat si¢ z
malzonka na premierg
baletu ,,Jezioro tabedzie”.
Tuz po  rozpoczgciu
nasz zmeczony maz st-
anu usngt. Obudzily go
oklaski po zakonczeniu
przedstawienia. Nieco
zmieszany Walgsa pyta
si¢ wspotmalzonki: Dan-
ka, czy kto§ zauwazyl,
ze trochg¢ przysypiatem?
Ci na widowni to nie, ale
ci na scenie to zaraz jak
zasnate$ zaczeli chodzi¢
na palcach.

Spowiedz

i Msza Sw.

W kazda Niedziele
jest mozliwo$¢ skorzys-
tania z Sakramentu Po-
kuty od godziny 4:15pm.
Zapraszamy do regu-
larnej spowiedzi $w. i
do petnego uczestnictwa
we Mszy §w. Msza §w. o
godzinie Spm.

Liturgia
dziecieca

W  kazdag pierwsza
niedziele miesigca litur-
gia Mszy $w. dla dzieci.
Najblizsza Msza $w. dla
dzieci bedzie 2 marca
2017 r. o godz. Spm.
Zapraszamy do udziatu
wszystkie dzieci.

Children’s Liturgy

Kalendarz
Liturgiczny

W tym tygodniu
w liturgii Ko$ciota
wspominac
bedziemy:

W Srode
— Swieto Katedry $w.
Piotra Apostota.

W czwartek
— Wspomnienie $w.
Polikarpa biskupa i
meczennika.




Collections

Many thanks for your
generosity. Last Sunday’s
income was: Collection
£1528.25; Votive candles
- £42.34; Catholic papers
- £21.93; Church Shop
£15; and SCIAF - £2.

Special
collection

Last week’s Speical
Collection for Catholic
Education Week amount-
ed to £882.12 - thanks
you for your generous
support for this impor-
tant work.

Children’s

Liturgy

Our Children’s Liturgy
continues on Sundays at
the 9am Mass. If your
child is aged between
pre-school and 9 years
old - they are welcome to
come along.

Italian Classes
Weekly Italian class-
es have restarted in St
John’s Middle Hall on
Saturdays 4.15-6pm suit-
able for all from native
speakers to beginners!

Lunch Club

The Lunch Club con-
tinues on Mondays -
12noon-1pm. All wel-
come.

All bookings for the
Church Hall, and rooms,
should be made using
the dedicated phone line

07549 605007

only within these times:

Monday 7-9pm
Wednesday 12noon-2pm
Friday 11am-12noon

Union of
Catholic

Mothers
Tuesday 21st,

Mass
begins at 7pm followed
by an evening with Mgr
Drysdale talking about

Lent. All welcome. All
members going to Knock
in September to bring in
their deposit please.

Beginning

experience

The Beginning Ex-
perience are holding
a  residential = week-
end for those who find
themselves alone again
through divorce, separa-
tion or widowhood.

The weekend will take
place from 31st March
- 2nd April, St Mary’s,
Kinnoull, Perth.

For further de-
tails contact: Ros on
01316690003 or email:
rem2524@yahoo.co.uk.
Complete  applications
must be returned by Fri-
day 24th March, 2017.

Catholic Papers
Catholic newspapers,
the Scottish Catholic Ob-
server, Catholic Herald,
Catholic Times etc are
available in the church
porch - please take cop-
ies and share them with
the wider community.

Carnevale

Masked Dinner Dance
Italian Meal Bring your
- Antipasto- own hottle
-Main -

-Sweet

Fancy Dress
optional
Masks To he Worn

8t John's Church Hall
For tickets £10 - please add your names to the list at the back of the church

Dancing To
Maesiro
Robherto Enzo
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Open after
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Borrow from

Feastdays
this week

Wednesday
22nd February
St Peter’s Chair

Thursday
23rd February
St Polycarp,

Bishop

Faith Sharing Material Lent 2017

The Faith Sharing
Lenten House Groups
are scheduled to com-
mence during the Ist
week of Lent, Sunday
5th March. The material
for each of the five ses-
sions has been written
and checked and now
only awaits printing. It
is planned to give out
all this material at all the
Masses for Sunday, 26
February, 2017, includ-
ing the Saturday Vigil.

Somebody from each
House Group should col-
lect the material for all
their Group, after Mass
in the sacristy, from the
following people, at one
of these times:

Saturday Vigil

...Jenny Gillies

Sunday 9am

....Carol Gillespie
Sunday 11am

..... Brian Foley

Sunday 6.30pm
....Danny McLoughlin

As there is still a fort-
night to go before the
Faith Sharing begins,
anyone still wanting to
try this friendly and
helpful activity should
see Mgr Drysdale, Fr
Bogdan, Deacon Len
or anyone else already
involved so that you
can be fitted in.

You will be made
most welcome.

ARE YOU GOING TO BE IN HOSPITAL? DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS IN HOSPITAL?

Name

Hospital

Ward

Please complete/ tear off and return with your collection - or hand to the priest after Mass




Dear Brothers
and Sisters in
Christ,

Lent is slightly dif-
ferent this year in that
as part of our peniten-
tial celebrations I would
like to alert you to a new
Movement which origi-
nated in the USA and has
rapidly swept the Catho-
lic World: the 40 Days
Prayer for Lent. Being an
important and infamous
anniversary the year
2017 marks the Fiftieth
Anniversary of the pass-
ing of the Abortion Act.

Shortly, the Scottish
Parliament will have
competence for matters
relating to abortion and
so this prayer initiative
will help us focus our
Lenten prayer this year in
this particular direction.

What is enclosed with-
in this Pastoral Letter is a
letter from the Diocesan
Director of 40 Days for
Life, Mrs Pat Dowey.
Please listen to at Mass
or read it and consider
joining those who have
pledged their prayer time
for the protection of Un-
born children. Or else
pledge some time to pray
for the protection of in-
nocent Life in the womb
this Lent. The letter reads
as below:

“The World Health
Organisation has stat-
ed that abortion is the
leading cause of death
worldwide, ending the
lives of more than 42 mil-
lion children each year
and harming millions of
women- and men.

Since the passing of
the Abortion Act in 1967,
more than 500,000 ba-
bies in Scotland alone
have lost their lives as a
result of abortion. Last
year in Scotland, 12,082
babies died as a result
of abortion and 11,877
of these were aborted on
social grounds.

These were all children
created in the image and
likeness of God, just like
you and me; so what can
we do to begin to restore
respect for the sanctity of
Life.

God has given us
a powerful weapon...
Prayer!

40 Days for Life is a
new prayer initiative
which has empowered
thousands of ordinary
people all over the world
to combat the “Culture
of Death,” as St John
Paul has called it, by
Prayer and Fasting, and
especially by taking part
in peaceful prayer vigils.
As a result, babies are
being saved, hearts are
being healed from past
abortions and minds are
being changed on argu-
ably the most controver-
sial issue in our society

today.
Last year, Glasgow
held the first 40 Days for

Life prayer campaign in
Scotland. Now in 2017,
which sees the 50th an-
niversary of the passing
of the Abortion Act, all
4 major Scottish cities;
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Ab-
erdeen and Dundee will
be holding a 40 Days

for Life campaign dur-

ing Lent, and here in our
own Diocese of Dunkeld
we have been greatly en-
couraged by the support
of our Bishop.

I would like to invite
you to take part this
Lent by giving an hour
of your time to join us
in prayer at the vigil site
on Ninewells Avenue,
Dundee.  Please think
about making this op-
portunity a part of your
Lenten penitential exer-
cises. The vigil hours are
8am-8pm, beginning on
1st March (Ash Wednes-
day) and ending on 9th
April (Palm Sunday).

Recently some papers
have tried to blacken
this prayer campaign by
describing it as a politi-
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for you.

cally motivated protest. 1
would like to emphasise
that 40 Days for Life is
neither a protest nor a
demonstration and we
will not be engaging in
any debates. Neither will
we impede anyone in any
way from going about
their business, let alone
disturb Vvisitors to the
Hospital. We are simply
there to pray, nothing
else. The local police
have been informed of
our intentions and have
been supportive, espe-
cially of our plans for
everyone taking part
to sign a statement of
peace.

I do hope that you will
decide to come, not only
in response to this invita-
tion but to the appeal of
Christ Himself, who asks
“Could you not watch
with me for one hour?”

You can sign up for
an hour of your choos-
ing after all masses next
weekend or go online,
prayforlife@gmail.com,
where you can leave your
name, address, phone
number and e-mail ad-
dress. Please also state
on that occasion the day
and time most suitable

2

Finally, as Bishop I do
hope that you will help
support this initiative,
which is an admirable
one, which can also be
followed at home for
those, outside the imme-
diate environs of Dundee
and unable to join the
prayer circle at Ninewells
Avenue in Dundee

Yours sincerely
in Christ

+ Stephen Robson
Bishop of Dunkeld

40 Days
for Life

Help save babies and
change lives through prayer.

Take part in 40 Days for Life
campaign by giving an hour to
join a peaceful prayer vigil dur-
ing Lent 1st March - 9th April.

Vigil Site
Ninewells Avenue.
Times: 8am-8pm daily

Sign up Sunday

19th February

..... or, sign up online and leave name, phone
no. and email address along with the day and
hour when you can come -

prayforlifedundee(@gmail.com

For more information or to regis-
ter interest, contact 01382 456295
or 07825564267 Mrs Pat Dowey,

Campaign Director (Dundee)

“Could you not
watch with me
for one hour?”

Matthew 26:40

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth




