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Year A our
27th November 2016 visitors
“MARY” ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS i

“Let us live honorably as in daylight, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual excess
and lust, not in quarreling and jealousy.” —Romans 13:13

appy new Church
year! Happy
Advent!  Today,

we begin to prepare for
Christ’s Christmas com-
ing. We believe that
Christmas is not just a
memory but a reality. We
believe that Jesus comes
to us and is born in our
lives in a real way each
Christmas. Since Christ-
mas is a spiritual birth,
Advent is a spiritual preg-
nancy. Since Christmas
is realizing not any birth,
but Christ’s birth, Advent
is not just a spiritual preg-
nancy, but a Marian preg-
nancy.

We know only three
things about Mary’s preg-
nancy. At its beginning,
Mary traveled to wvisit
her relative Elizabeth.
This was a difficult visit

because of her physical
suffering as a newly preg-
nant woman hastening on
foot into the hill country
(Lk 1:39) and also be-
cause of the risk she took.
If Elizabeth would have
considered Mary an adul-
teress, Mary could have
been killed. Nevertheless,
Mary went on this dif-
ficult visit, and Elizabeth
and her baby, John, were
filled with the Holy Spirit
(Lk 1:41).

At the end of her preg-
nancy, Mary endured an-
other difficult journey. In
submission to the Roman
government, she went to
Bethlehem with Joseph to
register in the census (Lk
2:4-5). Mary again under-
went what her Son would
later call the “cross.” Fi-
nally, just before Mary

For this Sunday’s Mass

Responsorial Psalm

I rejoiced when I heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’

Gospel Acclamation

Let us see, O Lord,

your mercy

and show us your saving help
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gave birth, she was re-
fused a place to stay and
had to give birth in a sta-
ble (see Lk 2:7).

To have a real Christ-
mas and not a spiritual
miscarriage, we must take

up at least the three cross-
es which Mary bore — the
crosses of self-sacrifice,
submission, and forgive-
ness. “Mary” Christmas
is for those who have a
“Mary” Advent.

9am Mass will be a

Children’s Mass

Today, Sunday 27th November, our

Children. Our liturgy will be prepared
by our young people and those who are
working in our Children’s Liturgy team.

special Mass for

@StJohnRCPerth

on Tuesdays

Priests
Scotland

Christmas cards,
calendars
and diaries
are now

available
in the shop.

Prayers

In your charity, please
pray for the repose of the
souls of Leslie Robson,
Elizabeth Younger (Bor-

ders), Helen Barclay,
Eddie Gahan, Toney
Gahan, Andy David-

son, Rebecca Knowles,
Charlie Canning, Tommy
Donnelly, Mgr Francis
Dufty, Fr John McMa-
hon, Moya Worthington
and Roy Kendall and for
all whose anniversaries
occur about this time
May their souls and
the souls of all the faith-
ful departed rest in

www.dunkelddiocese.org.uk



NIEDZIELNA REFLEKSJA NAD SLOWEM BOZYM ...

Zrozumiec

chwile

Liturgia poczatku Ad-
wentu  przynagla nas
wszystkich do czuwania,
gotowosci, zerwania ze
ztem, biernoscig, z czysto
ludzkim patrzeniem na
codziennos¢. Sw. Pawel
wzywa: ,,Rozumigjcie
chwile obecng: teraz
nastata dla was godzina
powstania ze snu”(Rz 13,
11). Spréobujmy odczytaé
apel Apostota w potrdjnej
perspektywie  wydarzen,
ktore przezywa wspdl-
nota Kos$ciota. 1. Ko$cidl,
przyjmujac naturalny
podzial czasu na dni, ty-
godnie i lata, przez liturgie
nadaje glebszy sens tajem-
nicy przemijania czasu.
Jako dzielo Boze czas
stanowi ramy dla dzie-
jow, ktore nas dotykaja.
Dzigki postudze Kosciota
w kazdej chwili cztowiek
moze sta¢ si¢ uczestnikiem
dziejow zbawienia. Dzigki
Chrystusowi czas stat si¢
narzedziem  zbawienia.
Czgsto 1 naszym prob-

lemem jest narzekanie
na zle 1 niepomyslne
czasy. Utyskiwanie
na krotkowzrocznosé

czasow  dobrych. Dla
chrzescijanina od dwoch
tysigcy lat trwajg ,,dobre
czasy”. Czasy spetnienia
obietnic i mitosiernych
zamierzen =~ Wszechmoc-
nego, czasy pojednania z

Kalendarz
Liturgiczny

W tym tygodniu w
kalendarzu liturgic-
znym wspominaé
bedziemy:

W $rode
— Swigto $w. Andrze-
ja Apostota.

W sobote

— Wspomnienie §w.
Franciszka Ksaw-
erego, prezbitera.

o

obecna

Odwiecznym i obdarow-

ania  Jego  bliskos$cia
w  Chrystusie, czasy
niepodwazalnej  wiedzy

o mitosci, przychylnosci
Boga, czasy, w ktorych
$mierci zostalo odebrane
ostatnie, decydujace stowo
przez Zmartwychwst-
anie Chrystusa, czasy, w
ktorych kazdy ma dostep
do bogactwa taski Bozej,
czasy, w ktorych nikt nie
jest samotny, bo Chrystus
stal si¢ towarzyszem drogi
kazdego cztowieka, czasy,
w ktérych tym, co uwi-
erzyli w Mito$§¢, wszyst-
ko przynosi korzys¢ i
wychodzi na dobre. 2.
Okres Adwentu ma pod-
wojny  charakter. Jest
czasem przygotowania do
Uroczystosci Narodzenia
Panskiego, przez ktora
wspominamy  pierwsze
przyjscie Syna Bozego
do ludzi. Réwnoczesnie
jest okresem, w ktorym
— przez wspomnienie
pierwszego przyjécia
Chrystusa — Kosciot ki-
eruje swojg mysl ku ocze-
kiwaniu Jego powtornego
przyjscia na koncu czasow.
Z obu tych wzgledow

Adwent jest okresem
poboznego 1 radosnego
oczekiwania. Liturgia

Adwentu przybliza nam
wielkie postacie historii
zbawienia. Do takich

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

nalezag prorok Izajasz,
Jan Chrzciciel, a takze
Maryja i Jozef. Ostateczng
odpowiedzia Boga zatros-
kanego o czlowieka jest
Jezus Chrystus: ,,Wielok-
rotnie i na rézne sposoby
przemawial niegdy$ Bog
do ojcdéw przez prorokdw,
a w tych ostatecznych
dniach przemowil do nas
przez Syna” (Hbr 1, 1-2).
3. W rozpoczynajacy si¢
dzi§ nowy rok liturgiczny
pragniemy odczyta¢ nasza
codziennos¢ jako ustawic-
zne pielgrzymowanie do
,domu Ojca”. W tej piel-
grzymce ma nas wszyst-
kich jednoczy¢ braterska
mitos¢ wzgledem kazdego
czlowieka. Temu Adwen-
towi towarzyszy Maryja
jako  wzor  doskonatej
mitosci Boga. W Jej wzor
wpatruje si¢ Kosciol w
czasie codziennej Mszy
$w. adwentowej zwanej

Jrorate”.  Wobec wielu
propozycji warto sobie
samemu postawi¢ pyt-

anie: co wypeli mdj czas
Adwentu? Jakie podejme
postanowienia na  ten
okres? Co konkretnego
uczynie mojej wspolnocie
parafialnej?

Sunday reflection

Liturgia
dziecieca

W  kazda pierwsza
niedziele miesigca litur-
gia mszalna dla dzieci.
Najblizsza Msza $w. dla
dzieci bedzie 4 grudnia
2016 r. o godz. Spm.
Zapraszamy do udziatu
wszystkie dzieci!

Children’s Liturgy

Podziekowania i
powitania

Dzigkujemy naszej do-
tychczasowej organistce
Maji Sikorze i calemu
chérowi dorostych za
ich dotychczasowe
zaangazowanie w nasza
polska liturgie Mszy $w.
1 jednocze$nie witamy
bardzo serdecznie Lukasza
Pilszak, ktory bedzie
naszym nowym organista.
Swieta Cecylio — patronko
organistow — miej Go w
opiece!

Musicians

Spowiedz

i Msza sw.
W kazda niedziele ist-
nieje mozliwos¢ skor-
zystania z Sakramentu
Pokuty od godz. 4:15pm.
Zapraszamy do regu-
larnej spowiedzi i do
pelnego uczestnictwa we
Mszy $w. Msza §w. w
kazda niedziel¢ o godz.
Spm.

Polish Sunday Mass - 5pm

Grupa
Mtodziezowa

Grupa mlodziezy =z
naszej parafii spotyka si¢
w kazda $rode od godz. 6
— 8:30pm w holu parafial-
nym. Zapraszamy wszyst-
kich zainteresowanych i
tych ktorzy chca wspol-
nie z nami uczestniczy¢
w apostotowaniu i dzie-
leniu si¢ wiasnymi
doswiadczeniami z inny-
mi. Przyjdz! Nie zwleka;!

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth

Kilka stow
o Adwencie

LAdwent, adventus, w
starozytnym Rzymie i1 Bi-
zancjum oznaczal przyby-
cie 1 odwiedziny waznej
osobistosci, krola, ce-
sarza. Chrzescijanie zaw-
sze 1 wylacznie w Jezusie
Chrystusie widzieli Syna
Bozego i Pana. Jemu si¢
ktaniali i oddawali czes¢.
Prawdziwym czasem ad-
wentu dla wyznawcow
Chrystusa byt okres Stare-
go Testamentu, czas ocze-
kiwania na przyjscie Syna
Bozego, Wiadcy i Pana
wszech$wiata.

Adwentem wigc
poczatkowo nazwano w
Kosciele samo wcielenie
Syna Bozego.

Pierwsze $lady  ob-
chodzenia Adwentu spot-
ykamy w [V w. migdzy in-
nymi w liturgii galijskiej i
hiszpanskiej. Z pewnoscia
Adwent nie istnial zanim
zaistniata stala data Swigt
Narodzenia  Panskiego.
Zostala ona wyznaczona
dopiero w II potowie
IV wieku. W Hiszpanii
pierwsze wzmianki o pr-
zygotowaniu do obchodu
Narodzenia Panskiego
pochodza z 380 r. Kanon
4 synodu w Saragossie,
ktory odbyl sie¢ w tym
roku, poleca wiernym,
aby od dnia 17 grudnia do
Epifanii (6 stycznia) gro-
madzili si¢ w kosciele, nie
opuszczajac ani jednego
dnia. Od V wieku Ad-
went stanowi przygotow-
anie do Swigt Narodzenia
i uksztaltowany byt na
wzor  Wielkiego Postu,
rozpoczynat si¢ dniem $w.
Marcina (11 XI) i nosit
nazwe Quadragesima
sancti Martini.

Miat on charakter po-
kutny. Biskup Tours $w.
Perpetuus okoto 480 r.
nakazal swoim wiernym
post trzy razy w tygod-
niu (poniedziatek, $rody
i piatki) od dnia $w. Mar-
cina do Bozego Narodze-
nia. Post ten przetrwat
do naszych czasow i jest
praktykowany w klasz-
torach klauzurowych
siostr  karmelitanek bo-
sych. Pierwotny charakter
pokutny Adwentu odbit
si¢ rowniez w licznych
zwyczajach 1 obrzedach
ludowych w Polsce (cdn).



Collections

Many thanks for your
generosity; last week’s
income was - Sunday
collection - £1316.40;
Votive Candles - £27.01;
Catholic Papers - £16.28
and Church Shop -

Poor Mission
Collection

There will be a second-
collection at all Masses
next weekend, Sunday
4th December, in aid of
the Poor Missions.

Thank you,

£185.00; SCIAF £2.50

Safeguarding training

If you work with children or vulnerable adults in
our parish or within Dunkeld Diocese you MUST
be PVG scheme registered for the specific role
you have regardless of the membership you have
for roles you may have in other organisations/
employment. If you are uncertain check with the
parish priest or Pauline Ward, safeguarding coor-
dinator (01738 449841).

In order to renew your registration ALL who are
working in the Church with children or vulnerable
adults MUST attend the repeated AWARENESS
TRAINING provided by the diocese.

In this current year ALL MEMBERS WHO
ARE REGISTERD FOR PVG AT ST JOHN”S
ARE DUE NOW FOR RENEWED TRAIN-
ING.

For the Perth parishes the training will
be at 7pm on Monday Sth December
(St John’s, Church Hall).

You are requested to attend ONE or OTHER of
these training days. If you are unable to attend
please contact Pauline Ward (above) or your par-
ish priest to arrange an alternative date.

All bookings for the Church Hall,
and rooms, should be made using
the dedicated phone line

07549 605007

only within these times:

Monday 7-9pm
Wednesday 12noon-2pm
Friday 11am-12noon

Please respect others who use the hall and
kitchen - by leaving it clean and tidy at all times.

Kilgraston

Kilgraston  School’s
Christmas Concert will
take place at 7pm, on
Friday 2nd December in
Perth Concert Hall - tick-
ets £10 at the door (2 un-
der 16s go free with each
adult).

Union of
Catholic
Mothers

Our next meeting is on
Tuesday 6th December,
with Fr. Bogdan talking
on advent. All welcome.

Youth Retreat

The Advent Retreat
will begin at 4pm on Sat-
urday 3rd December and
finish at 2pm on Sunday.

Activities will include:
reflections on the jour-
ney of the Magi, liturgy,
time to share Christmas
gift ideas, food, a walk
to the Law and a movie.
We will stay in the Pas-
toral Centre overnight
and participants should
be ready to enjoy them-
selves and to follow the
instructions of retreat
leaders.

The cost of participa-
tion is £15 including all
activities, food and ac-
commodation; however,
if there are any issues
paying please just let us
know. Good shoes for
walking, a jacket, change
of clothes and pyjamas
are required — Christmas
jumpers optional!

This is open to all
young people in the par-
ish - between the ages of
13-17 - if you would like
to take part give your
name to Mgr Drysdale,
Fr Bogdan or Justyna
Jablonska as soon as
possible.

Children’s

Liturgy

Our Children’s Liturgy
continues on Sundays at
the 9am Mass. If your
child is aged between
pre-school and 9 years
old - they are welcome to
come along. If your child
is under 4 you are invited
to come along too!

Theatre

UCM (Our Lady’s)
are running a bus to The
Commitments, Edin-
burgh Playhouse on 4th
March 2017 and you are
most welcome to join
them on a first come first
served basis. Cost of
ticket is £34.50 payable
by the end of November
2016.

Bus will leave from
outside Our Lady’s at
10am .The morning will
be free and the matinee
begins at 2.30. Tickets
will be handed out on
the bus. Money for the
bus will be collected at a
later date nearer the time.

Please add your name
to the list at the back of
the church and pay to
UCM treasurer Linda
Taylor (07731 465162)
or Reta Burke (07792
287660)

Wellburn
Wee Boxes

The diocese has begun
its plans to redevelop
Wellburn Home - run by
the Little Sisters of the
Poor for over 150 years.

Throughout  Advent
you will have an oppor-
tunity to contribute to
the fund raising - use the
WEE BOXES - available
today at the back of the
church.

Feastdays

Wednesday
30th November
St Andrew

Saturday
3rd December
St Francis Xavier

St John’s

Annual
Christmas
Carol
Service

7.30pm,

Sunday
11th December

Teas, coffees etc
in the hall
afterwards

Lunch Club

The Lunch Club con-
tinues on Mondays at 12
noon, in the Church Hall.
We offer you a choice of
soup with a roll, tea/ cof-
fee and a biscuit. All wel-
come.

Italian Classes

Italian classes con-
tinue on Saturdays at
4.15pm in the small hall
at St John’s. All wel-
come - beginners and
fluent speakers.

Italian
Christmas
Dinner

Tickets are now
available for the Ital-
ian Christmas Dinner

in McDiarmid Park on
Tuesday 13th December
- cost £30.

ARE YOU GOING TO BE IN HOSPITAL? DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS IN HOSPITAL?

Name

Hospital

Ward

Please complete/ tear off and return with your collection - or hand to the priest after Mass



“Stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.”

MATTHEW 24: 42

Hope for peace
in all things

ven if you know
the Advent sea-
son well, don’t

rush past what God is
offering to you now.
Advent is a time of
hopeful waiting. Just
as Israel waited in hope
for the coming of God’s
Messiah to save, to for-
give, and to restore, we
wait in hope for Jesus’
return.

Is there any image
more hopeful than the
light of a single candle
overcoming the dark-
ness? The Advent season

tells us once again that
God has never forgotten
humankind. It invites the
discouraged, the sore of
heart, to rekindle hope.

But how can we act in
hope when the reality of
our world is overwhelm-
ing violence and war, in-
equality and poverty?

We have the teach-
ings of Jesus to guide us:
“Love your enemies and
pray for those who per-
secute you.” The mes-
sage of nonviolence is
central to Jesus’ life and
teaching.

This is why the Vati-
can sponsored the land-
mark Nonviolence and
Just Peace conference
in Rome in April 2016.
Catholic ~ peacemakers
from 31 countries — in-
cluding some Maryknoll
missioners — discussed
their efforts to promote
nonviolence, often while
facing extreme violence.
“Gospel  nonviolence
is an expression of the
infinite  goodness  of
God,” Marie Dennis, co-
president of Pax Christi
International, said at the

Gospel reflection to share
with your children

The gospel story is telling us that we must be ready when Jesus

comes again, but that we cannot be exactly sure when that will be,
so we must try to be ready all the time. Although we don’t have to
stay awake all night, we can go to sleep!

Jesus tells us we may be very surprised when he comes.

Lots of surprises are very good. Birthday or special treats make us

feel happy.

For some people a surprise brings a lot of sadness.

Mary Faith lives in the Philippines, a place where you may
never know what the weather can bring, or when. One year
it brought a typhoon. Typhoon Haiyan was one of the most

powerful storms that ever hit land.

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

This Sunday
is the first Sunday of
Advent and the first day
of a new liturgical year.
During Advent we prepare
our heart and mind to
welcome Jesus at *

See the Light
See the Light.

How a little candle flame
can shine so bright
Chase away the darkness,
fill the world with light
Be a little candle flame
and shine out bright.

Tune - Hot Cross Buns

Dear Lord Jesus hear our prayers

As we bring to you our cares.

Please forgive us any wrongs

As we sing our sorry song.

Help us to be kind each day,

In our thoughts and all we say.
Tune - Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

conference. “It is the
fundamental  goodness
of the human person, in
spite of violence and in-
justice.”

Jesus teaches us to live
the nonviolent life to
fulfill our calling as chil-
dren of the God of peace,
who wants the fullness
of life for all. Nonvio-
lence is not only a way
of life, but also a posi-
tive and powerful force
for social change, and a
process for transform-
ing conflict while at the
same time protecting the
vulnerable.

During the four weeks
of Advent, we will re-
flect on what was shared
at the Nonviolence and
Just Peace conference
and remember Isaiah

the prophet who envi-
sions a world of peace
where swords will be
turned into plowshares
and spears into prun-
ing hooks, where there

Christmas.

will be no more wars — a
world of peace!

Jesus sent his disciples
to bear witness to this
way of life — the way
of peace and justice, of
compassion, mercy, and
love — so he sends us,
through the witness of
our lives.

The Gospel reading
this week calls us to pay
attention with hope, to
remain vigilant. Jesus,
the Messiah, has come,
is coming daily into our
lives, and will come
again.

We invite you to pre-
pare for the coming of
the Messiah by know-
ing and sharing peace.
Let’s start with prayer to
open our eyes to see the
humanity in all and open
our hearts to mercy and
compassion. Only then
will our hope overcome
doubt and fear and em-
power us to take risks
for peace.

| Adventurer,

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth



