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TRUST NOT IN' YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING

ne of the most cru-
cial decisions in
life is to do what

we don’t understand, just
because God said so. This
is walking by faith, not by
sight (2 Cor 5:7). In this
way, we let the Lord raise
us above our human limi-
tations. Children who re-
fuse to do something just
because their parents tell
them to do it will serious-
ly deprive themselves. It’s
the same with us who are
God’s children. We don’t
know everything we need
to know. We don’t know
the future. We can’t read
people’s minds. We can’t
even know ourselves that
well. We are doomed to
be captive to our human
limitations unless we
have the faith to obey the
all-knowing, all-power-

“If You say so, I will lower the nets.” —Luke 5:5

ful, and all-loving God.

The truly great people in
history obeyed God when
they didn’t understand.
Noah couldn’t understand
why God wanted him to
build an ark. Moses didn’t
see how he could free
his nation from slavery.
Isaiah didn’t understand
why he should prophesy
to a nation that God knew
wouldn’t listen (Is 6:8-
10). Ananias didn’t think
it was a good idea to visit
Saul, who was in town
to arrest Christians (Acts
9:13ff). Joseph didn’t see
why he should refrain
from divorcing Mary (Mt
1:19). Mary didn’t un-
derstand how she could
remain a virgin and con-
ceive Jesus. Trust not in
your own understanding
(Prv 3:5). Obey God.

For this Sunday’s Mass

Responsorial Psalm
Before the angels

I will bless you, O Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt

from my Father.

Diocese of Dunkeld - Scottish Charity No. SC001810

STATION MASSES DURING
THE HOLY YEAR OF MERCY

in designated churches

DURING
LENT 2016

Ash Wednesday 10th February
St Andrew’s Cathedral, Dundee

7pm, Wednesday
17th February
St John the Baptist’s,
Perth

Wednesday 24th February
St Thomas’, Arbroath

Wednesday 2nd March
St Mungo’s, Alloa

Wednesday 9th March
St Mary’s, Forebank, Dundee

Wednesday 16th March
Holy Family, Dunblane

Wednesday 23rd March
Holy Week
Chrism Mass
St Andrew’s Cathedral, Dundee

@StJohnRCPerth

the 11am
Mass on Sunday
and 10am Mass
on Tuesdays

Priests
Scotland

Prayers

Please pray for the
repose of the souls of
Theresa Ward (Canada),
Lynn Kerr, Adam Mar-
tin, Aaron Farquharson,
Marion Angus, Patricia

Goff, Barbara Eliza-
beth Ward, Joan Toolan,
Isabel Chisholm, Marie
Scott, Jordan Ellis Cis-
sie Houston, Madge Mc-
Fadden and the deceased
members of the McFad-
den family, Paola Del-
pippo, Margaret Small,
Sarah and James Ross
and the souls of all the
faithful departed.

May their souls and
the souls of all the faith-
ful departed rest in
peace. Amen.

www.dunkelddiocese.org.uk



NIEDZIELNA REFLEKSJA NAD SLOWEM BOZYM ...

,Nie wyscie mnie wybrali , ale ja was wybratem...”

Tymi stowami, ktore
wypowiedziat Jezus do
swoich ucznidéw, mozna
podsumowacé trzy pickne
sceny powotlan, jakie
roztacza  przed  nami
dzisiejsza liturgia stowa;
powotanie Izajasza w
Starym Testamencie, oraz
powotanie Pawla 1 Piotra
w Nowym Testamencie.
Coéz zauwazamy wspol-
nego we wszystkich tych
opisach? To nie czlowiek,
ale Bog pierwszy wychod-
zi na spotkanie. On nie-
jako zaskakuje zda sig¢
nie przygotowanych
do zadan ludzi. Malo
tego, on nawet czasem
przeraza  wystraszonych
wybrancow  wielkos$cia
zlecanych im misji, jakie
maja natychmiast podjac i
je wypehié. Przerazit si¢
1zajasz na skutek bliskosci
Boga, jakiej doswiadczyt
w $wigtyni i zawotak:
»Biada mi, jestem zgubi-
ony, wszak jestem me¢zem
0 nieczystych wargach”.
Przerazit si¢ Szymon Piotr,
gdy wyciagnal z jeziora
petne sieciryb w sposob cu-
downy zlowione i zawotat
w strong Jezusa: ,,0Odejdz
Panie ode mnie, bo jestem
cztowiek grzeszny”. Nie
male przerazenie musiat
przezy¢ Pawel, ktory ws-
pomina swoje spotkanie

ze  Zmartwychwstatym.
Na skutek Swiatlosci,
ktora go ol$nita pod

Damaszkiem, spadt z ko-
nia i stracit wzrok. Jak
widzimy, te niezwykle
spotkania  czlowiecka z
Bogiem nie dokonaly si¢
w cichej, spokojnej at-
mosferze, w tagodnym
powiewie Bozej faski.
Bog niejako wtargnat w
zycie wybrancow, wyrwat
ich z szarej codziennosci,
pokrzyzowal im plany i
ukazal im nowe perspekty-
wy, nowe zadania. [zajasz
odtad bedzie prorokowat.
Pawet z przesladowcy
chrzescijan stanie si¢ gor-
liwym apostotem narodow.
A Szymon Piotr od tej pory
ludzi bedzie towit. Nikt z
nich nie zaprotestowal.
Zostawili swoje plany i juz
wstecz si¢ nie ogladali. Po-

szli za glosem powolania,
ktore wypehili do konca.
Patrzymy na te biblijne
sceny, ktore pokazuja, jak
Bog moze dziata¢ i jak
cztowiek moze poderwac
sic ku nowym wyzwa-
niom i ku nowej jakosci
zycia. Patrzymy i podzi-
wiamy ich zdecydowanie,
ich pasje, z jaka podjeli
wyznaczone zadania, ich
gorliwo$¢ w stuzbie Bozej.
Co to wszystko oznacza?
Jaka nauka dla nas z tego
plynie? W oczach Bozych
nie jesteSmy jaka$ bierng
masa, anonimowym
thumem, ale kazdy z nas
ma swoje imig, jest kims.
Bog wzywa kazdego po
imieniu. Dla kazdego ma
zadanie. Moze niejed-
nego szczegolnie sposrod
mtodych chciatby porwac
do  jakich§  szczegol-
nych zadan w Kosciele.
Matka Teresa z Kalku-
ty kiedy§ powiedziata:
sNajwazniejszym

Spowiedz i

Msza sw.

W kazdg niedzielg ist-
nieje mozliwo$¢  skor-
zystania z Sakramentu
Pokuty od godz. 4:15pm.
Zapraszamy do regularnej
spowiedzi i do pelnego
uczestnictwa we Mszy $w.
Msza $w. 0 godz. Spm.

Kalendarz

Liturgiczny

W tym tygodniu w
kalendarzu liturgicznym
wspomina¢ bedziemy:

W srode - Sroda Pop-
ielcowa, rozpoczgcie
Wielkiego Postu

W czwartek - NMP z
Lourdes, Swiatowy Dzien
Chorych

Liturgia

dziecieca

W kazda pierwsza
niedzielg miesigca litur-
gia Mszy $w. dla dzieci.
Najblizsza Msza $w. dla
dzieci w 6 marca 2016 o
godz. S5pm. Zapraszamy do
udziatu wszystkie dzieci.

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

wydarzeniem, ktore
przezytam w moim zyciu,
byto spotkanic z Chrys-
tusem. On jest moja mocg
(...). Nasze ,tak” wypow-
iedziane  Bogu, musi
by¢ ,tak”, bez stawiania
warunkow. Naszym
powotaniem jest Jezus
(...). B6g mnie kocha, nie
jestem na $wiecie tylko po
to, by zajmowa¢ miejsce,
by¢ numerem. Wybrat
mnie w jakims$ celu. Wiem
o tym. I zrealizuj¢ ten cel,
jesli nie przeciwstawie sig
Bogu na drodze mojego
zycia”. Bog nikogo z nas
nie pomingt. W odwiecz-
nym swoim zamysle ma
wzgledem kazdego z nas
jakies plany. Badzmy o
tym przekonani i badzmy
pewni, ze do wszystkich
swoich uczniéw skierowat
Jezus stowa: ,Nie wyscie
mnie wybrali, ale ja was
wybralem i przeznaczylem
was na to, abysScie szli i
owoc przynosili...”.

Duszpasterskie
odwiedziny

koledowe

Dobiegaja konca dusz-
pasterskie odwiedziny
zwane W naszej polsk-
iej tradycji ,,Koleda”.
Dlatego przy tej okazji
z calego serca dzigkuje
wszystkim, ktorzy mnie
z ta wizyta zaprosili i
ugoscili. Dzickuje za ser-
deczne przyjecie, ktorego
wszegdzie bez  wyjatku
doswiadczatem, dzigkuje
za wszelka zyczliwo$¢ mi
okazang 1 za wszystkie
zlozone ofiary na potrzeby
naszej parafii. Niech Wam
wszystkim za tg otwarto$¢
serca Pan Bog blogostawi
kazdego dnia 2016 Roku.
Szczgs¢ Boze!

XXIV Swiatowy
Dzien Chorych
2016 .

‘Zawierzmy si¢ Jezuso-
wi milosiernemu jak Mar-
yja: ,,Zrébcie wszystko,
cokolwiek wam powie™

(J2,5)
Pod takim  hastem
bedziemy przezywac

w tym roku Swiatowy
Dzien Chorych. Ten Dzien
bedzie uroczyscie obchod-
zony w Ziemi Swietej,
bowiem Papiez Franciszek
uroczystg Mszg $w. odpra-
wi w Nazarecie 11 lutego
2016 r., w liturgiczne ws-
pomnienie  Najswigtszej
Maryi Panny z Lourdes.
W tym miejscu, gdzie
»Stowo stato si¢ cialem
i zamieszkalo  wsrod
nas” (J 1,14). W Naza-
recie rowniez, zgodnie z
przekazem  ewangelisty
Lukasza, Jezus rozpoczat
swoja  zbawcza  misj¢
odnoszac do siebie stowa
proroka Izajasza: ,,.Duch
Panski spoczywa na mnie,
poniewaz mnie namascit i
postal Mnie, abym ubogim
ni6st  dobrg  nowing,
wigzniom glosit wolnosc,
a niewidomym  prze-
jrzenie; abym ucis$nionych
odsytat wolnymi, abym
obwotywat rok taski od
Pana” (Iz 4, 18-19). Na
t¢ okazje Papiez Fran-
ciszek wystosowal juz
specjalne orgdzie. List ten
jest dostepny na stronie
internetowej pod hastem:
»Oredzie Papieza Fran-
ciszka na Swiatowy Dzief
Chorego 2016r.”

Sroda
Popielcowa

Przez brame Srody Pop-
ielcowej wchodzimy w
Wielki Post. Jest to szc-
zegolny czas modlitwy,
postu 1 zaangazowania
na rzecz tych, ktorzy
znajdujg si¢ w potrzebie.
Daje on chrzescijaninowi

mozliwos¢  przygotow-
ania si¢ do Swigt Wiel-
kanocnych.  Post  jest
dobrowolng  rezygnacja

z rzeczy potrzebnych do
zycia, na przyktad z ogran-
iczenia jedzenia. Post w
chrzescijanstwie jest jed-
nym ze $rodkow pokuty,
to znaczy nawrocenia
cztowieka ku Bogi i po-
jednania. To rowniez jeden
ze sposobow powiedzenia
Bogu, ze jesteSmy go-
towi panowa¢ nad swoim
cialem i odlozy¢ na bok
wszystko: pokarm, napoj,
zabawe czy inne uzywki.
Swiety czas Postu jest
jedna z najlepszych drog
rozwijania dyscypliny
nas samych i samokon-
troli. W tym czasie uc-
zymy si¢ mowi¢ pokusie
“nie!”. Kazdy robi inne
postanowienie: kto$ rzuca
palenie, inny rezygnuje
z picia alkoholu, jeszcze
inny na czas Wielkiego
Post wylacza telewizor,
internet i czas ten wykor-
zystuje do czytania do-
brej ksigzki lub prasy ka-
tolickiej. Mozna tez wsta¢
kilka minut wczesniej niz
zwykle po to, aby gor-
liwie odprawi¢ poranng
modlitwe. Przezyjmy ten
czas owocnie z Bogiem.

SWIATOWY
DZIEN

ZAWIERZMY SIE JEZUSOWI
MIEOSIERNEMU JAK MARYJA:
»ZROBCIE WSZYSTKO,
COKOLWIEK WAM POWIE”

dJ 2,5

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth

CHORE
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Collections

Many thanks for your
generosity; last week’s
income was - Offer-
ing £1475.33; Votives:
candles £39.05; Catholic
papers - £45.37; Church
Shop Shop £40.00 and
SCIAF £2.00.

Special
Collection

There will be a special
collection this weekend
in aid of the work of
Catholic Education.

Catholic

Education Week

Today is Catholic Edu-
cation Week and and we
thank all our Catholic
teachers for their com-
mitement and dedication
to the education of our
young people.

Sacraments
meeting

Children at non-de-
nominational schools
are asked to meet in the
church today, Sunday,
7th February, after 9am
Mass.

Lunch Club

The Lunch Club con-
tinues on Mondays at 12
noon. All funds raised
are donated to the work
of parish groups. All wel-
come to come along.

. o
Union of
Catholic ® %/
Mothers @

Tuesday 16th, Mass
starts at 7pm followed by
an evening with Bishop
Stephen Robson.
World day of
prayer for

the Sick.

In the year of the Jubi-
lee of Mercy Mass will
be celebrated at 7pm, on
the Feast of Our Lady of
Lourdes, Thursday, 11th
February in the church
of the Immaculate Con-
ception, St Mary’s Lane,
Lochee, Dundee.

A bus is booked, leav-
ing St John’s at 6pm.
Please call 622661 to re-
serve a seat.

Helping in
Lourdes

The Diocesan Lourdes
Pilgrimage Association
are looking for help-
ers in order that the
sick pilgrims can go on
this year’s Lourdes Pil-
grimage 8-15 July. They
require a Doctor to lead
the medical team of eight
nurses.

We are also in need
of nurses. Can anyone
in the Parish help in this
appeal. Further enquiries
to Mrs. C. Van der Boon
Tel. No. 01382 815292.

Monday 7-9pm

siderations in mind.

All bookings for the church hall and
rooms are to be made by calling the
dedicated telephone number

07549 605007

within these times:

Wednesday 12noon-2pm
Friday 11am-12noon

The phone will be switched on ONLY at these
times, so bookings cannot be made at other
times. Everyone is asked to comply with these
arrangements as they have been agreed with
health and safety, security and insurance cond-

Brian Foley will keep a record of ALL book-
ings and will ensure that the Hall Keeper knows
when he can keep the Hall and Rooms locked
and when they should be available.

School news

We welcome the fami-
lies of the children in P1
and PS5 at St John’s Acad-
emy (Primary) to our
11am Mass today. Please
remember them in your
prayers on this Catholic
Education Sunday.

On Ash Wednesday
Deacon Len will lead a
service of Distribution
of Ashes in the school for
P1-4 while P5-7 will join
our prayer celebration at
the 10am Mass.

If you have a children
to enrol at St John’s -
please note that the dead-
line falls due this month.

Beginners

experience

The Beginning Ex-
perience are holding
a  residential  week-
end for those who find
themselves alone again
through divorce, separa-
tion or widowhood.

The weekend will take
place from 11th-13th
March, 2016 at the Con-
forti Centre, Coatbridge.
For further details contact
Ros on 0131 669 0003 or
email: rem2524(@yahoo.
co.uk

Carnevale Ball

The annual Carnev-
ale for Shrove Tuesday
will be celebrated in 9th
February, with a Masked
Ball and Meal in the
Church Hall, at 7pm for
7.30pm.

Masks required and
fancy dress optional. Call
622661 to book (for ca-
tering purposes). Tickets
£10.

Italian Classes

Italian classes in hall
every Saturday from
4.15-6.15pm except for
the last Saturday of the
month. Open to all - be-
ginners and fluent speak-
ers.

ASH WEDNESDAY

Wednesday
10th February

Masses and
distribution of ashes
at 10am and 7pm

Sa

r
Op

Children s books,
rosaries and Mass books
in stock today

ish

Nightfever

Nightfever next Sat-
urday, 13th February, in
St Andrew’s Cathedral,
Dundee Mass at 5.30pm
and the Nightfever part
will run from 7-11pm
with Night Prayer at
10.30pm.

SCIAF Boxes
Boxes for teh Scottish
Catholic International
Aid Fund are available at
the back of the church for
your Lenten Alms.
Please take on home
today - and return it
to the church on Holy
Thursday. Thank you.

Children’s

Liturgy

Our Children’s Litur-
gy continues at the 9am
Mass on Sundays.

This is an opportunity
for our children to learn
about the life of Our
Lord contained in the
New Testament in a way
that they can readily un-
derstand.

St Vincent
de Paul

The Society of St Vin-
cent de Paul has received
a thank you letter from
the Gowans Early Years
Team following the do-
nation by parishioners
of toys for children at
Christmas.

A copy of the letter is
displayed at the back of
the church and on the
noticeboard in the hall.
Your participation was
greatly appreciated.

World Youth

Day
There are still TWO
places available for

young people (16-30)
who would like to join
our parish group who are
attending World Youth
Day in 25th July - 1 Au-
gust 2016 - cost £400.
Please speak to Canon
Drysdale or Fr Bogdan if
you are interested.



Perth Catholic Youth Project

God Loves You

Holiday Club
Ages 9-11

Wednesday 17th February
9.15am- 3.15pm
in St John’s Church Hall

Free admission - snack lunch - but.....
....please sign up on the noticeboard
at the back of the church

BUILDING A PRO-LIFE SCOTLAND

Saturday 27th February, 12.45-4.30pm
St Ninian Institute, 24-28 Lawside Road, Dundee, DD3 6XY

12.45: Bishop Stephen Robson - Welcome

1pm — Professor David Paton
(Chair of Industrial Economics, University of Nottingham)
How best to reduce abortions — sex education or pro-life laws?

2pm — Rev David Robertson
(Moderator of the Free Church in Scotland)
Building a pro-life Scotland: Don’t Stop a Beating Heart.

3pm — Break for tea and coffee

3.20pm — Mary Doogan (Former Midwife & Ward Manager)
Reflections of a pro-life midwife:
The specific pressures midwives can now expect in Scottish hospitals
as a result of the negative outcome to our legal challenge.

4.20 — The SPUC Dundee Branch
Building a pro-life city: how can we help?

4.25 — Bishop Stephen Robson
Closing prayer.

Parish
Library

Borrow from

our extensive
range

ARE YOU GOING TO BE |

Name

Catholic Education Sunday 2016

In this Extraordinary
Jubilee Year of Mercy,
Catholic Education Week
invites us all to reflect on
how we are “Learning to
be Merciful”.

We have all been learn-
ing about Mercy since
we were children when
we began to learn about
Jesus, and through Him,
became closer to God the
Father. Those who first
helped us to understand
the importance of mercy
and forgiveness were our
parents and grandparents
who formed us as people
of compassion, ready to
pardon those who did us
harm.

Through the parables
of the lost sheep, the lost
coin, and the lost (prodi-
gal) son we learned about
the nature of God being
that of a loving Father
”"who never gives up
until he has forgiven the
wrong and overcome re-
jection with compassion
and mercy.” (Pope Fran-
cis, Bull of Indiction of
the Extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy)

As Christians we be-
lieve that mercy is at the
heart of our faith, a force
that fills our hearts with
love and can overcome
any obstacle. We under-
stand that we are called
to show mercy to others
because we ourselves
have been shown mercy
by God. This is a pro-
found lesson for us all,
one to be taken to heart
in our personal lives, in
our family homes, our
workplaces, our schools,
our parishes, and in the
Church overall.

Our credibility as
Christians rests in how
we show merciful and
compassionate love.
Pope Francis calls on
each one of us to be a

Hospital

witness to mercy, to
show mercy to others
through our words, our
gestures and our actions
“so as to touch the hearts
of all people and inspire
them once more to find
the road that leads to the
Father.” (Pope Francis,
Bull of Indiction of the
Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy)

Throughout the course
of this Jubilee Year of
Mercy, using resources
supplied by the Scottish
Catholic Education Ser-
vice, teachers will help
our children to learn
more about their Chris-
tian calling to Mercy, re-
ferring particularly to the
Corporal and Spiritual
Works of Mercy.

We should all reflect
on these works, on how
we are living as disciples
of the Lord through our
commitment to feed the
hungry, give drink to the
thirsty, clothe the naked,
welcome the stranger,
heal the sick, visit the
imprisoned and bury the
dead.

We should remember
that the Lord also asks
us to attend to spiritual
needs — to counsel the
doubtful, to instruct the
ignorant, to admonish
sinners, to comfort the
afflicted, forgive offenc-
es and pray for the living
and the dead.

I pray that you will take
this opportunity to reflect
on your own witness to
mercy and on how we
can all help our children
to know the truth of the
Lord’s words: “Blessed
are the merciful, for they
shall obtain mercy”.

Appeal for Catholic
Teachers

At this time last year [
appealed to young peo-
ple to come forward to

become teachers. Again
this year I ask young
people to give serious
consideration to my ap-
peal. I also urge par-
ents, grandparents and
teachers to encourage
young people to pursue
Teaching as a vital career
choice.

Given the current
shortages of teachers
and Head Teachers I
also want to appeal to
Catholic teachers who
are not currently work-
ing in Catholic schools.
My request is this: please
seek an appointment in
a Catholic school; ask
your Council employer
for a transfer to a Catho-
lic school. We urgently
need committed Catholic
teachers to be working in
Catholic Schools.

The Bishops and our
advisers have appealed
to Scottish Government
Ministers to ensure that
sufficient teachers are
being trained to work in
Catholic schools. We are
working hard with the
University of Glasgow
and others to improve the
supply of teachers who
will be able to contrib-
ute to the provision of
Catholic education for
our children and young
people.

I must stress that this
is a critical issue which
may have significant
consequences if we can-
not produce more teach-
ers soon.

Yours devotedly
in Christ,

Philip Tartaglia
Archbishop of Glasgow

President of the Bishops
Conference of Scotland

OSPITAL? DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS IN HOSPITAL?

Ward

Please complete/ tear off and return with your collection - or hand to the priest after Mass
Discover us @StJohnRCPerth

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk



