St John the Baptist's, Perth
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3rd Sunday of Advent | Welcome
VAT Year C S
TR 13th December 2015 Visitors
CATALYTIC CONVERTERS witpei

aul made one of
the greatest procla-
mations in history

when he commanded the
Philippians: “Rejoice in
the Lord always! I say
it again. Rejoice!” On
Paul’s initial mission to
the Philippians, he and Si-
las were beaten, stripped,
scourged, thrown in jail,
and had their feet tied to
a stake (Acts 16:22-24).
Under these terrible con-

ditions, Paul and Silas de- to rejoice always. Paul

cided to rejoice and sing proclaimed: “Even now TeaS after
praises to the Lord (Acts I find my joy in the suf-

16:25). This joyful praise fering I endure for you” the 1 1am
was catalytic. It was fol- (Col 1:24). We rejoice in MaSS on Sunday
lowed by an earthquake, the measure that we share d

which resulted in freedom Christ’s sufferings (1 Pt an

from chains and prison 4:13). Therefore, it is im- 10am Mass
(Acts 16:26). Next, the possible to rejoice in the

jailer and his family were Lord always unless we [ 2 on TueSdayS

converted to Christ (Acts
16:33). At Philippi, Paul

For this Sunday’s liturgy

“Rejoice in the Lord always! I say it again. Rejoice!”

personally  experienced
the power of praise and
joy. So he knew what he
was talking about when
he commanded: “Rejoice
in the Lord always! I say
it again. Rejoice!”

Paul came to realise
that he had joy not in spite
of sufferings but rather
by means of sufferings.
Sufferings are not incom-
patible with joy; instead,
they are even necessary

suffer with Christ. Advent Candlieclight
Prayer and €arol

Service

you would like to
learn more about
becoming a priest.

Priests
Scotland
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baclk o Ehrisa

A Spiricual Preparation
for the Holy Season

Responsorial Psalm
Sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst
is the Holy One of Israel.

Prayers

Please pray for the
repose of the souls of
Peter Methven, Albert
Brookes, David Sime,
Pat Joyce and Mary Mil-
lar, and the souls of all
the faithful departed.

May their souls and
the souls of all the faith-
ful departed rest in
peace. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation
The spirit of the Lord
has been given to me.
He has sent me to bring
good news to the poor.

led by S¢ John’s €hurch €hoir
and Keep in Touch Group
7.30pm,

Sunday 1 3¢th December
Refreshments in the hall ¢to follow
Ll ]

@StJohnRCPerth
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Spowieds i
Praca u podstaw

Niewiele si¢ zmienito
od czasow Jana Chr-
zciciela. Kryzysy nadal
drecza  poszczegolnych
ludzi, cale spoleczenstwa
i narody. Nadal tez trzeba
podejmowaé wprost hero-
iczne wysitki w celu ich
przezwycigzenia. Jan jest
jednym z nielicznych spec-
jalistow od wychodzenia
z kryzyséw. Przyszto mu
zy¢ w sytuacji glebokiego
kryzysu zaré6wno poli-
tycznego,  spolecznego,
jaki 1 religijnego, ktory
objat zycie narodu
wybranego. Trzeba byto
wskaza¢ droge wyjscia.
Jan czyni to w sposob
bezbledny. Jego zdaniem
jest tylko jedna droga
przezwyci¢zenia kryzysu
— droga pracy u podstaw.
Nie pomoga zadne, nawet
najpigkniejsze hasta, dtugie
dyskusje, szczegdtowo
wypracowane —programy,
jesli nie przekona si¢
cztowieka, ze on sam musi
by¢ lepszy. Wielkie kry-
zysy majg swe zrodto w
sercu cztowieka. Jesli uda
si¢ udoskonali¢ serce, kry-
zys zostanie przelamany;
jesli  nie, kryzys sie
poglebi. Praca u podstaw
taczy si¢ nierozerwalnie
z ukazaniem gwiazdy na-
dziei lepszego jutra. To

dla tego rado$niejszego
jutra  czlowiek  moze
zmobilizowaé swe

sity 1 sta¢ si¢ lepszym.
Zdumiewajacy jest jed-

Kalendarz
Liturgiczny

W kalendarzu liturgic-
znym w tym tygodniu
wspomina¢ bgdziemy:

W poniedzialek
Wspomnienie $§wigtego
Jana od Krzyza,
prezbitera i doktora
Kosciota.

nak fakt, ze samo przy-
gotowanie do spotkania z
Mesjaszem koncentrowato
sie¢ na  gruntownym
przeobrazeniu zycia docz-
esnego. Czegoz to bowiem
Jan wymagal? Dhugich
modlitw? Czgstszego
chodzenia do $wigtyni?
Dodatkowych sktadek
na budowe pomnikoéw?
Nie! Od  urzednikow
domagat si¢ uczciwosci;
od zbierajacych podat-
ki — sprawiedliwosci;
od Zohierzy — unikania
przemocy; od wychow-
awcow — umilowania
prawdy; od sprawujacych
wladzg — przestrzega-
nia prawa moralnego;
od kazdego czlowicka
— umiej¢tnosci  podziele-
nia si¢ tym, co posiada, z
bra¢mi, ktorym brakuje
srodkow do zycia. Jan jest
wielkim realistg. Wzywa
do pracy nad doskonaleni-
em uczciwosel czlowieka.
Traktuje uczciwos¢ jako
najbardziej podstawowy
warunek wyjscia z kry-
zysu. Tam gdzie bra-
kuje wartosci moralnych,
zaden kryzys — ani poli-
tyczny, ani spoteczny, ani
gospodarczy, ani religi-
jny — nigdy nie zostanie
przezwyci¢zony. Moralnie
wartoSciowy cztowiek
spetni dobrze wszystkie
swoje obowiazki, a wowc-
zas spoteczefistwo moze na
niego liczy¢, moze darzy¢
go swoim zaufaniem i z
radoscig korzysta¢é z ow-
ocOW jego pracy wiedzac,
7e sg one zawsze solidne.
Z posrdd wielu kryzysow,
kryzys zycia religijnego
nalezy do najglgbszych
i najtrudniejszych jakie
dotykaja serca czlowieka.
Droga, jaka wskazuje Jan,
jest jedyna droga wyjscia.
To sam Bog domaga si¢
od cztowieka pracy u pod-
staw. Pierwsze wezwanie
taski jest zawsze apelem
0  oczyszczenie  serca.
Jak nikt z nas nie wlewa
mleka do brudnej szklan-
ki, tak Bog nie wypelni
$wietoscig serca nieczyste-
go. Oczyszczenie serca
w sakramencie pokuty to
wlasnie praca u podstaw.

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

Dopoki nie uporzadkuje
si¢ serca, dotad nie ma
mowy o jakiejkolwiek
perspektywie spotkania z
Bogiem w nadchodzace
$wigta. Za serce odpow-
iedzialny jest kazdy z nas
indywidualnie. Tu nie ma
odpowiedzialnosci  zbi-
orowej. Kto zatem chce
zobaczy¢ lepsze jutro,
winien dobrze przemysle¢
wskazania Jana Chrzcicie-
la i rozpocza¢ prace u pod-
staw — doskonalenie swego
serca i godnego przygo-
towania si¢ do narodzin
Zbawiciela

Spowiedz

przedswiateczna

Sakrament Pokuty po
polsku i po angielsku w tym
roku bedzie w tym samym
czasie tj. w poniedziatek

21 grudnia o godz. 19:00
PM.” Zapraszamy do przy

gotowania si¢ do ucz-
estnictwa w tym sakra-
mencie, aby mozna bylo
godnie i owocnie przezy¢
zblizajace si¢ Swigta.

Rachunek
sumienia przed

spowiedzia

Aby dobrze przygotowac
sic do spowiedzi $wigtej
nalezy zrobi¢ rachunek
sumienia bazujac na:

Dziesieciu
Przykazaniach Bozych:
1. Nie bedziesz miat
Bogdéw cudzych przede
Mna

2. Nie bedziesz brat
imienia Pana Boga twego
nadaremno

3. Pamigtaj, abys$ dzien
$wiety swigcil

4. Czcij ojca swego i
matke swoja

5. Nie zabijaj

6. Nie cudzotoz

7. Nie kradnij

8. Nie mow falszywego
$wiadectwa przeciw
blizniemu swemu

9. Nie pozadaj zony
blizniego twego

10. Ani zadnej rzeczy,
ktora jego jest.

Pie¢ Przykazan
Koscielnych:

1. W niedziele i $wieta
nakazane uczestniczy¢ we
Mszy $w. i powstrzymac
sie od prac niekoniec-
znych.

2. Przynajmniej raz w roku
przystapi¢ do sakramentu
pokuty.

3. Przynajmniej raz w
roku, w czasie wielkanoc-
nym, przyja¢ Komuni¢
SW.

4. Posty nakazane
zachowywac, a w

czasie Wielkiego Postu
powstrzymywac si¢ od
udziatu w zabawach.

5. Troszezy¢ sig o potrze-
by wspolnoty Kosciota.

Siedem Grzechow
Gtownych:

1. Pycha. 2. Chciwosc¢. 3.
Nieczystos¢. 4. Zazdros¢.
5. Nieumiarkowanie w
jedzeniu i piciu. 6. Gniew.
7. Lenistwo.

Usigdzmy 1 w ciszy
wlasnych serc zrobmy
przed Bogiem dobry
rachunek sumienia.

Pig¢ warunkow dobrej
spowiedzi:

1. Rachunek sumienia.

2. Zal za grzechy.

3. Mocne postanowienie
poprawy.

4. Spowiedz szczera.

5. Zados$¢uczynienie Bogu
i blizniemu.

Msza Sw.

W kazda Niedzielg
jest mozliwo§¢ skorzys-
tania z Sakramentu Po-
kuty od godziny 4:15pm.
Zapraszamy do regularnej
spowiedzi §w. i do petnego
uczestnictwa we Mszy $w.
Msza §w. o godzinie Spm.

Optatki na
stot wigilijny
Lamanie si¢ oplatkiem
na poczatku wieczerzy
wigilijnej jest pigknym i
wymownym  zwyczajem
religijnym, jaki zachowu-
jemy my Polacy w naszej
Ojczyznie i poza jej grani-
cami, idac za przyktadem
naszych przodkow.
Poswigcenie  oplatkow
na stot wigilijny odbegdzie
sie na Mszy §w. w ostatnig
niedziele przed S$wietami
tj. 20 grudnia o godz. S5pm.
PrzynieSmy zatem nasze
optatki na t¢ Msze Sw.
Zakup optatkow dokonu-
jemy we wilasny zakresie.

Swieta i Nowy
Rok 2016

Msze §w.:
Polska Pasterka o godz.
22:00pm
Boze Narodzenie o godz.
12:30pm
Nowy Rok 2016 o godz.
12:30pm

Liturgia

dziecieca

W kazda pierwsza
niedziele miesigca litur-
gia Mszy $w. dla dzieci.
Najblizsza Msza $w. dla
dzieci w Nowy Rok 2016 o
godz. 12:30pm. Zaprasza-
my do udzialu wszystkie
dzieci.

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth



Collections

Many thanks for your
generosity; last week’s
income was: St Johns:
£1587.26; Shop £90.00;
Papers £16.73 and Vo-
tives candles £19.67.

Special
collection

There will be a special
collection at all Masses
this weekend in aid of
the Poor Mission Fund
which helps the parishes
in our diocese who strug-
gle financially to make
ends meet.

Youth group

Thanks to all who sup-
port the Youth Group’s
Craft and Baking sale
last Sunday. Just over
£90 was raised for their
funds.

Today the youth group
is going Ice Skating in
Edinburgh, leaving just
after 9am Mass.

Wednesday 16th De-
cember will be the
group’s last meeting this
term and they will, once
again, be involved in set-
ting up the crib in the
church.

Next Sunday, 20th De-
cemer, they will join the
diocesan Advent Youth
Gathering in Our Lady
of Sorrows RC Church,
Fintry in Dundee - leav-
ing St John’s at 9.50am.

Toy collection

The SSVP are collect-
ing toys for the children
of needy families here
in Perth, we are looking
for new small toys suit-
able for children between
2yrs and 1lyrs of age.
The gifts will be wrapped
and labelled by children-
from this parish prior to
distribution.

A box will be placed
in the back of the Church
during the Masses of
13th and 20th December
for the collection of these
presents. God Bless you
all for your many kind-
nesses to the poor, who
are His special gift to us.

Presentation to

Father Tom

Thanks to all who
helped to prepare the
presentation to Fr Tom,
for your generosity, your
donatiosn of food and the
decoration of the hall and
to all who came along on
the night.

Italian
Association

Christmas Dinner
Dance at McDiarmid
Park - Monday 14th De-
cember - cost £28.

Union of
Catholic

Mothers

Tuesday 15th Christ-
mas Party - please meet
at the Grampian for 5pm,
followed by Mass at
7pm, then after the party
in the small hall. Don’t
forget wrapped wee gift
for raffle. Any member
wishing to go contact
Rosanna 447734.

Lunch Club

The Christmas Lunch
will take place on Mon-
day 14th December, at
12noon. After this the
Lunch Club wil be on
holiday until Monday 4th
January - we wish all our
regulars and supporters a
Happy Christmas and a
Good New Year.

Children’s

Liturgy

This Sunday (13th)
is the last session of the
Children’s Liturgy for
this year. We start again
on Sunday 10th January.

We wish all our chil-
dren and their families a
very Happy Christmas”.

Monday 7-9pm

Church Hall and Rooms

Booking System

All bookings to be made by calling
the dedicated telephone number

07549 605007

within these times:

Wednesday 12noon-2pm
Friday 11am-12 noon

The phone will be switched on ONLY at these

PaR!

Christmas Cards
now available

CHRISTMAS
MASSES

IN ST JOHN THE BAPTIST,
PERTH

CHRISTMAS EVE
MASS IN POLISH
10PM

MASS IN ENGLISH
12 MIDNIGHT
PRECEDED BY CAROLS

CHRISTMAS DAY
MASS IN ENGLISH
9AM

MASS IN ENGLISH
11AM

MASS IN POLISH
12.30PM

times, so bookings cannot be made at other
times. Everyone is asked to comply with these
arrangements as they have been agreed with
health and safety, security and insurance cond-
siderations in mind.

This applies from Sunday 22nd November,
until further notice unless a current booking has
been confirmed. Brian Foley will keep a record
of ALL bookings and will ensure that the Hall
Keeper knows when he can keep the Hall and
Rooms locked and when they should be avail-
able.

Please plan ahead
if you wish to use the facility

Parish
Library

Borrow from

our extensive
range




Crib making
competition

Our Polish community
celebrates St Nicholas
Day by making ‘szopki’
(nativity scene cribs) and
putting them on a display,
for everyone to see, in
Perth Museum from 5th
of December.

There is an invitation
to potential Polish crib-
makers to take part in this
year’s competition for the
best crib.

They will be 4 age cat-
egories: 3-6, 7-10, 11-13
and 14+.

There is also an open
invitation to everyone to
drop into Perth Museum,
between 8th Dec and 23rd
Dec, to see the ‘szopki’
and cast their votes for the
most beautiful piece of
art - and there is a special
workshop on Saturday
12th December, 1-4pm,
so that everyone who is
interested can learn how
to make a beautiful ‘szo-
pka’, a nativity scene or
a crib.

Primary 2, St John’s Academy - Nativity Pla

Catholic
Papers

Catholic newspapers
the Scottish Catholic Ob-
server, Catholic Herald,
Catholic Times etc are
available in the church
porch. Please pick up a
copy after Mass.

Advent

Penwental
Service

This is a wonderful way to prepare for
Christmas by renewing our commitment
to serve the Lord who is always
offering forgiveness so that we
can grow in love

Bulletin

Please address bulle-
tin notices (previously
approved by the par-
ish priest) to bulletin@
stjohns-perth.org.uk - or
hand them to the par-
ish priest by 12 noon on
Thursdays. Please note
that notices may be ed-
ited/ highlighted as space
permits.

You can subscribe to
our weekly bulletin email
list - for free. Contact
us at bulletin@stjohns-
perth.org.uk.

There will be a number of preests
to hear individual confessions afier
a time of Reflection which begins
at zpm on Monday, 215t December

ARE YOU GOING TO BE |

OSPITAL? DO YOU KNO

Name

Hospital

Christmas Card
Collection

If you use our box to
give cards to your friends
within the parish, the
Keep in Touch Group are
happy to help you. You
must address the enve-
lopes with the recipients
full name and address so
that the cards go to the
correct people.

The box will be avail-
able in the Church Hall
from next week.

Funds for

Romania Project
A group of 6th years
from St John’s Academy
have recently returned
from a trip to Romania
where they volunteered at
the Budimex Marie Curie
Children’s Hospital and
the Recuperare Centre.

The pupils are hosting
a “Night of Music” fun-
draiser evening, at Our
Lady of Lourdes Church,
in Letham, on Thursday
17th December at 7pm,
to raise money to build
a new playground for the
hospital.

The evening will have
lots of different musi-
cal acts, a raffle, a short
presentation  discussing
the project and their time
in Romania and plenty
of hot drinks and cakes
throughout!

Tickets are £3.50 for
adults and £2 for chil-
dren, and will be on sale
at the end of Mass next
week and they can be
purchased on the night as
well.

OF SOMEONE WHO IS IN HOSPITAL?

Ward

Please complete/ tear off and return with your collection - or hand to the priest after Mass

Parish website: www.stjohns-perth.org.uk

Discover us @StJohnRCPerth



